MIC Worship Service — 2022.05.01
Title: “Lessons From Jesus’ Resurrection Appearances”
Text: John 21:1~19, NIV
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Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this

way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’'m going out to fish,” Simon Peter
told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that
night they caught nothing.

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was
Jesus.

5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered.

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When
they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

7" Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it
off) and jumped into the water. & The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of
fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards [about 90 meters]. @ When they
landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter
climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even
with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of
the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.

15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love
me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my
lambs.”

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know
that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because
Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you
know that | love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly | tell you, when you were younger you dressed
yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 1? Jesus said this to
indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”’

1Z D%, AZTRETARYTXEMT, FLBFHIHBEEZRIN, ZOREIFZ
ITHD, 2VEY - RMA, TATAETEEEND bR, AUTFVYOAFHBEDOSF RS T
I, ERZADF=Hb, ZNIC, FHLDODZANDBFH—EICW=, 3VEY - RbAD, [H
T-LITRICITL] 55 &, HolE. [hizLlizbd—IciTId] L Eo7, HHIEHTIT-
1



T, RHIZEYRAATL, L L, ZO®IIAL ENED o7, 4BLICEDPBEIF/I-ZA, 1 TRXH
FICII>THEonl, . BFLbld. TNDPMAITXZEEF D bR 57, 54 T XY
[Fb &k, ADPBRBIMHEHED| LELNB L, Eold, [HY FLEA] £&FX =, 64
IRFEbNT, [ROFEIEZITEEIVL, Z5ThIEen3 I, | 22T #@%
FIoTHBE, BLPHFY LT, bIECPESIZLEIFRZEATERD 5Tz TAZTIXDE
LTEsontbomsFrinilc, [FE] &E-7%k, YEV - RbRE [FEFE] LEL &,
BREAARIZ 7D T, LEBEZF L > THRICROIAAT, BIFNDBRFIbITRDON D > /=il% 5]
WT, TR THkTz, EANOLZERFXIEINY LEIBENTWAEL 27D TH D, 93T, B
ICEDoTHBE RADBEILTH-7z, ZOLIZEIKDODETHY., b Ho7=, 104 T
AP, [Geo2BZAEIFE>TERESIWV] LEbNZ, MYEY - REAARHIEYAA
THZEICEIZEIF2 L, BAT=ZLHDOREHATLILVWTH 7z, TNIFEEZ L Ntz
DIZ, WIFENTWEDL -7, 124 TXE, [EH, KT, HOBEZLEIWV] L=EHN
Tzo BF=HBIEEND. [HAFIEERT-TTA] LHWEEZS LlELAdr >z, ETH S
CEEM>TWEDDOTHD, 13MITRIERT, X ZW->THFHBICEZbNTZ, AH[E
CEIICENTce YA I XD REOFLOEFELIE. BFLBICEN-DIF, INTH 5=
EETH%,
A1TREREMA
15BEA/ DB E, AZRIEVEY - RbAOWK, [INZFOFTEY, TOANEBUEICH
TLZELTVLWD D] CEDNI, AbAD TRV, £& blLdHBLEZELTWVWSZ
Eld, HEENTELTT] EES &, AT RIE, [hiLOMEZFAVWLEIWL] EEHN
7=e 16ZEBICATZXRIIEDONT, [ANZDODFTEY, DIZLZELTWLWSD, | }IAO
M TEn, £& b LPHEREEZELTWSE I LIF, HERFEPTELTT] EEH>&. 1
TRIF, [hizLoFEoHFEZLAIW] EEbNE, 1TZEBICATRIFEbNT, [IN
FDFIEY, DEELZEBELTWVWSD, | XA, A ZXHAZEBH, [hiLZELTL
Bh] EEDNEZDT, BLLK G272, ZLTE-Tz. [E&L HHELEFABLEIFLTT,
DL Hu-2BELTWEIELE, HEEEICHA>TEONET, | 1 TRXIEEDNT,
[BT=LDEZFAVEIWV, 18lF-FTYVE->THEL, HELIZ BEVWE XX, B TRERD
T TEEVWETAANToTW ., L L, E2e b e, MFEHIEILT, HOANICHFZHD
L, TELLKBVWETIANENTITAIND, | 19X +ADED K D LIRICH T, MORNK%
WETEDIChEDERTIELT, A ZRIFTHELNI-OTHB, TOLIIFELTHL DL,
RhAZ, [bELIZVWESIWV] EEbNT,
Introduction

The resurrection appearances of our Lord Jesus Christ are not only historical facts that attest to
the truthfulness of His claim that He is the Son of God and that those who believe in Him have
eternal life. For the apostles who met Him, those were intimate moments of great comfort,
affirmation of trust in Him, and certainly a continuation of their education. They learned from the
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Lord about things written in the Holy Scriptures concerning Himself. Every encounter is
something to remember. Every appearance brings assurance; every conversation is an
opportunity to learn a new lesson. These lessons need to be learned to prepare them for the
great tasks ahead — of world evangelization and discipleship.
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What are some of these important lessons?
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A. A lesson on friendship (v.5)
5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered.
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By calling the disciples His “friends”, He doesn’t come to them with ridicule but with sympathy.
He is not simply being courteous, but being honest to speak the true state of affairs. He knew
that they were unsuccessful even after a night of fishing. Friendship is being honest,
sympathetic and willing to find solutions to any problems.
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The other time our Lord Jesus called the disciples His friends took place during the Last Supper.
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John 15:13~15 - 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what | command. 151 no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, | have called you friends, for
everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you.
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There He describes what a true friend is like. A true friend is someone who is ...
* Selfless — When necessary, he is willing “to lay down one’s life for one’s friends”;

* Open-minded -- Open to advice and willing to adjust in order please another (“You are
my friends if you do what | command’); and,

* Vulnerable — Sincere and willing to share even concerning the deep secrets (“/ have
called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to

you”).
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ILLUSTRATION: Jackie Robinson was the first black to play major league baseball. Breaking
baseball's color barrier, he faced jeering crowds in every stadium. While playing one day in his
home stadium in Brooklyn, he committed an error. The fans began to ridicule him. He stood at
second base, humiliated, while the fans jeered. Then, shortstop Pee Wee Reese came over and
stood next to him. He put his arm around Jackie Robinson and faced the crowd. The fans grew
quiet. Robinson later said that arm around his shoulder saved his career.
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A friend is a volume of sympathy bound in cloth. He is the first person who comes in when the
whole world goes out. How is your “friendship quotient”?
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B. A lesson on obedience (v.6)

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” \When
they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.
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Familiarity breeds contempt. If you know a person or situation very well, you can easily lose
respect for that person or become careless in that situation. For example, being accustomed to
witnessing extraordinary events tends to make one treat things ordinarily. These fishermen did
everything they could throughout the night. They employed the best strategies to fishing based
on their professional experience. Or, had they become rusty already since they’ve left their
profession when they followed Jesus?
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Whatever their state of mind was or their own knowledge of the trade, they knew they had to
obey the voice of their Friend: “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will

find some.” This situation is eerily similar to the time Jesus called Simon Peter and his friends
to become His followers.
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Luke 5:4~6 - 4 When he [Jesus] had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep
water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we've worked hard all

night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, | will let down the nets.” ¢ When
they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.
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Obedience to God'’s voice (Word) opens opportunities to experience His powerful work. When
we don’t box ourselves in our situation based on what we know and being open to His leading,
exercises our faith to see the impossible become possible. God is honored and He also honors
the faith that obeys. Let’s endeavor to obey God at all cost.
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C. Alesson on Lordship (v.7)

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”’ As soon as Simon Peter
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it
off) and jumped into the water.
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Catching fish is an exhilarating experience; even more so when it's a miraculous catch. Yet, a
true Christ-follower would be willing to drop all/leave everything behind for the sake of the One
who is much, much more wonderful — the Lord Himself. “It is the Lord,” should hold more
sway, more attraction for us than the things that can satisfy us temporarily.
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Peter T. Forsythe was right when he said, "The first duty of every soul is to find not its freedom
but its Master".
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He is not only our Savior but our Lord as well! How much of our lives are we willing to be under
His Lordship? What areas in our life are willing to surrender to Him?
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D. A lesson on offering what we have received (vv.9~10)

9When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”
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Are the burning coals, the fish and some bread miraculously created as they were prepared?
I’m sure it’s no big deal for Jesus to multiply the bread and the fish as He did before (remember

the feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,0007?). Yet, He deemed it important to involve the disciples in
the cookout: “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”
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The large haul of fish — 153 pieces in all (v.11) — was a miraculous catch. Jesus graciously
granted their desire for a catch and so they didn’t have to feel like a complete failure. The catch
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was given to them and now He is asking from them. Of course, it's an order coming from the
Lord which they couldn’t and shouldn’t refuse. It would be absurd not to share some of their fish
for everyone to enjoy.
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APPLICATION: Isn’t it absurd to withhold our tithes and offerings to the Lord when everything
we have in our possession is from Him? Isn’t it childish not to share since God has given us
everything we need?
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ILLUSTRATION: Have you heard of the Toddler Property Law? The 10 Toddler Property Laws
are:

1. If I like it, it’'s mine.

2. Ifit’s in my hand, it’s mine.

3. If | can take it from you, it’s mine.

4. If | had it a little while ago, it's mine.

5. If it’'s mine, it must never appear to be yours in any way.

6. If 'm doing or building something, all the pieces are mine.

7. If it looks just like mine, it is mine.

8. If | saw it first, it’'s mine.

9. If you are playing with something and you put it down, it automatically becomes mine.
10. If it’s broken, it’s yours!
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Remember this principle: God blesses us so that we in turn can bless others. We are blessed to
be a blessing. It is a privilege to partake in the blessings as well as in sharing them.
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Have you ever experienced the joy of giving to others? | understand that people work hard to
earn money and it’'s not easy just to let it fly out of our hands. Some people say, | have my own
life, my own family and my own future to secure! Hence, giving is a real challenge.
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God knows them all — all our cares -- but, please consider this: God is honored and pleased
when we generously share what He has freely given us for we reflect His generosity towards us.
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E. A lesson on enjoying God’s presence in every meal (v.12)
12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”
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Jesus loves to serve. He invited the disciples to enjoy the food He prepared as well as the fish
that they‘d shared. It's a breakfast fellowship!
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But more than the meal itself, Jesus used the occasion to create an atmosphere of friendship,
camaraderie and understanding. Afterwards, He will ask Peter to do the same — to feed and
take care of His sheep (the church).
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Every meal is a testimony of God’s provision and care. However simple, may the message of
Christ continue to reverberate among us that He is the Bread of Life that truly satisfies. He does
care to save our soul, but He is also committed to meeting our daily needs. Jesus taught His
followers to ask God for “daily bread.” Would you come to Him for provision and satisfaction?
Jesus is inviting us to a deeper appreciation and experience of our relationship with Him.
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RBEBDIEHICEDDHEITZETH? [HEDBERELVFECERL, BBIS2L512] 4
IRFF=BE, BLTLNTWLWEDTT,

F. A lesson on forgiveness (verses 15~19)

We all know that prior to Jesus’ crucifixion and death, Peter failed miserably. He denied that he
knew Jesus — not once, not twice, but three (3) times (cf., Matthew 26:29~75; Mark 14:66~72;
Luke 22:54~61). Yet, Jesus didn’t take it against Him. He even predicted that it would happen.

R, 15-19FICEAMNTWVLWS, MLICOVLWTOHEINZRETWEEL £ 5,

F.#LICD2WToHEN (158i~198)
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AT AN TZFEICOITONTIRARIIC, RTANBOLEKELI-ZLIE. ESATEFNLLE

EEL\i@“ RFOFAIRZH>TWBRI L2 —EP_ETIEAL, _F“JB SELELE (B
BB 1 ¥ & 426:29~75; ¥ /L O14:66~72; L H22:54~61) , LH L. 1 TRIFZFNELHEEA
Ttto%ntfﬁa<\4IZM«TD#F4IZ%ﬂ%@m BETSHIL] &#, FEZ
ZLTWwioTL7,

Luke 22: 31~34 - 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But | have
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back,
strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he replied, “Lord, | am ready to go with you to prison and to
death.” 34 Jesus answered, “/ tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three
times that you know me.”

ZFOZED, WAIZLBBEEREICRDOLS ITEAINTUVET,

WAICEBREE22E31-348—31 [YEY, VEV, YR VEHLEELT%2, NEDL
IICHIBWIINTB I e zMICE>THEANLONTZ, 32LH1 L. hELIEHELDE=HIC,
P ELELBEWVWE S IZH-T, 726, HBEERBIBES=H, BRELEBZHDIFTRY
BEW, | 3B3F2EEVIE. [F& HEBIAS, FICA>THRATHIWERELT
BYUET] &£ E-7, MBATRIFEDNT, RO, SE2oTHELD, HBAEIEISH, BHE
CETIC, ZEDOELZAOEWEED A9, |

And, when it did happen, Peter was like a lost soul. He probably even contemplated going back
to his former life as a fisherman; feeling unworthy to serve his Lord anymore.

ZORDORTAIF, £5THRZEONALLI TLI, XRTOE, ORI ERIIRVWE
B TOBREICEAIDNESTZAB 72 &TL& D,

But, our Lord Jesus Christ wasn'’t finished with him yet. It's not a coincidence that Jesus asked
Simon Peter three times if he loved Him. It's not a so subtle indication that Jesus is reinstating
him into His kingdom work. Peter was forgiven. He was given a second chance and then
restored in the ministry.

LAL, FA7zbDEATR - FURMIE, FERTALFEEZKRZATULIVWELATLEZ, 1R
NYEY - RTAOICZE, BOZELTVWEDEI DN ZBNI-OIIBATIEDY FHA, =T
ADORBICHLEDL LT, A TZXART A%, HEOEHE ICERIELI & L-DdBANTL
Tzo RTOEMEINI-DTT, RIFBUOFr v REEZON, ZLTIZR MY —IZERLT
DTL7=

APPLICATION: A huge part of changing our mindset is learning to forgive and letting go. If you

have been through something in your personal life that is making unforgiveness and bitterness
an issue, those feelings will show up in other places—and not in a good way.
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EAAEEZBICIE, [FFL. FRIT) S22 RTEARUTY, H LHARFD %7&7‘:
AEICHEVWT, FHFELGVWIEPFVWRERLH 240, £DL S BRIEIE. NEDOMDIFZEIC
BNETL&LOI DD, HBLICE>TRVWIETIEHY £HA,

Forgiveness doesn’t mean that anything that happened to you was okay. Letting go of bitterness
doesn’t make a situation less unfair. But it does mean that it's over and not keeping you stuck
any longer. Like our Lord Jesus, it's important to let go of our hurts and to learn to forgive.

[f3] LW Z&id, AR 72D [RKLA-ZETIFAVWDOTENS] EWHE
KTIEHY FEA, BEVWBWERTE DB EEST, SETORRFRREL RS HDH
TTHHY FEA, LHL, HELIPRIZLICE->T, ZhEH 5 8bo7cZ&THY, Z
NULHE=H, BEOBWITHEONE ZLIIRLAEEDTY, hMHBDEA T XDLS I, 15
DWBWARTEY, MIZLE2RZRILIFETHARUYBEDTT,

Conclusion/Application

The resurrection appearances of our Lord Jesus have a lot to teach us. Among them are
lessons on

* Friendship — it is sympathetic and self-giving;
* Obedience - it is faith in the wisdom of God despite our personal reservations;

* Lordship — Christ rules our heart, our mind and our whole being; nothing should be more
important than Him in our life;

* Offering — God honors what we offer on the altar; everything comes from Him and He
appreciates our willingness to share; and,

* Forgiveness — don’t withhold it for our own sake; don’t live in bitterness but bless.

BRI, BO—E. SETO [MZXRDEFHIOLDHZ] #RTVHWEEL &£ 5,
b DEATRDEFDRIZ, FA7=BICHZL DI EEZHATLNTWET, ZOHI(ZIE
DEIBHEZLHY T LT
* RIE —RBENLEBWEFEHb, BA%Z5X5Z&TY,
* f —FLZRELTH, MOHMEZELBH I LT,
* FHE—FVUXRMPIIZDDN, BH, ZLTE2FEEZXRELTEONET, T4
H, AT BDODAEICEWTF YR MY EELRLDIZHE VDT,

* B3I LAREBICEITL0ZEIINET, IXRNTIIHLILEZLONTHD
THY. BIELLHBIPBEATHITEZD I L Z2RHEINET,

* ML—BHY07oIlH, EVWEBLWAZLNIBHEZ 200, RAGRALEETZDTIEAR
<\RET%;7hLiL;70
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