MIC Worship Service — 2022.05.08

Title: “Her Children Call Her Blessed”

Text: Proverbs 31
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Introduction
Happy Mother's Day!
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ILLUSTRATION: Anna M. Jarvis (1864~1948) was the founder of Mother's Day in the United
States. Her mother had frequently expressed a desire for the establishment of such a holiday,
and after her mother's death, Jarvis led the movement for the commemoration. At a memorial
service for her mother on May 10, 1908, Miss Jarvis gave a carnation (her mother’s favorite
flower) to each person who attended. On May 9, 1914, by an act of Congress, President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day. He established the
day as a time for "public expression of our love and reverence for the mothers of our country.”
By then it had become customary to wear white carnations to honor departed mothers and red
to honor the living, a custom that continues to this day.
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So, what are some of the qualities that are found in a good mother?
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(N The qualities of a good Mother
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A. A good mother teaches her children — verse 1
1The sayings of King Lemuel—an inspired utterance his mother taught him. 2 Listen, my son!
Listen, son of my womb! Listen, my son, the answer to my prayers!
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ILLUSTRATION: Here are some things a person wrote in paying her respects to her mom as a
teacher: "My mother taught me RELIGION: When | spilled grape juice on the carpet, she
instructed, "You better pray that stain comes out of that carpet." My mother taught me LOGIC:
"Because | said so, that's why." My mother taught me IRONY: "Keep laughing, and I'll give you
something to cry about." Huh? My mother taught me about STAMINA: "You're gonna sit there 'til
that spinach is finished." My mother taught me about WEATHER: "It looks as if a tornado swept
through this room." My mother taught me THE CIRCLE OF LIFE: "I brought you into this world,
and | can take you out." My mother taught me about BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION: "Stop acting
like your father!" My mother taught me about ENVY: "There are millions of less fortunate
children in this world who don't have a wonderful Mom like you do!"
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A good mother will teach their kids about the importance of being respectful, kind and
considerate. They will teach them to watch out for strangers and people who might be out to do
them harm. They will teach them what to do in emergency situations. They will teach them how
to do things; pass on their knowledge and skills. They will help them with their homework, teach
them about how to conduct friendships and relationships. Moms teach many important life
lessons to their children. But not only do good moms teach their children about life lessons,

they teach them the Word of God.

RWERIF, FHIcBIC THEEEBLS ERWVWPD; é’:%’)c_é:d)jttﬂé%':ﬂz_i@“o RS
&;AVDFE%HDZJ:')&?%)\ R[EDFBESICERZATT, BRBREICESThEFIWD

2



THAET, WEOPDHAZHZ. TOHMBOEMZEIET, BEZFEoD. RARR
PABBROBDFICOWTHZEDHEULET, BRIFFHRAEBICAEDEELG Kz &
ABZTWEDTY, LML, RWERIE. AEOHIIZ FHICHZ DT TR, HOHE
BEXIZEFEHIBZIBDTY, 20N, TETADFREZD 1 EITRD LS ITENN
TWEY,

2 Timothy 1:5 - | am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois
and in your mother Eunice and, | am persuaded, now lives in you also.
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The faith that Timothy possessed was shown and taught to him by his mother who had it taught
to her through her mother. Together, they imparted the truth to young Timothy.
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2 Timothy 3:14~15 - 4 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you
have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus.

Timothy's success can be traced back to his Mother Eunice and Grandmother Lois teaching him
the Scriptures.
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ILLUSTRATION: There is a story about four (4) preachers discussing the merits of the various
translations of the Bible. One liked the King James Version (KJV) best because of its simple,
beautiful English. Another liked the American Revised Version (ARV) best because it was closer
to the original Hebrew and Greek. Still another liked a contemporary version because of its up
to date vocabulary. The fourth minister was silent for a moment, then said, “/ like my mother’s
translation best.” Surprised, the other three men said they didn’t know his mother had translated
the Bible. “Yes,” he replied. “She translated it into life, and it was the most convincing translation
I ever saw.” Good moms teach their children.
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B. A good mom makes sacrifices for her children — verse 15
15 She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant
girls.
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As the saying goes, ‘A man's work ends with the sun but a woman's work is never done'. It's
true. Back in the day the man came home from work and it was time to eat dinner and relax. Not
so for the woman. Her day wasn't done until it was time for bed. Moms do make a lot of
sacrifices for her family.
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100% sacrificial. | think of Moses' mother. With Pharoah stating that every male child is to be
killed Moses' mom, Jochebed, had a choice to make. She made a huge sacrifice and sent her
baby down the river in a basket so Pharaoh's daughter would find it and he could live in
Pharaoh's household and grow up in safety. She was willing to let go of her son so he could
survive. Her son's survival was worth more to her than her own happiness. That's the way
moms are; they put their child before themselves all the time. Moms are always busy sacrificing.
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C. A good mother is a mother to others — verses 20 & 26
20 She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.
26 She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.

Ric, 208iE26HICENMTVLWBIEVWEEOEE., TEWEH &R, tHADFOBETH
HBD] EESTEICODVWTHBELLET,

C. RWHiH& . MADFDEIHTEH H - 2080 & 268
20BLWAICIEFEERZE. ZULWVWAICFEHNRS,
26AZFAWTHIEDEEZED. BLADHZZZDEICDE S,

A good mother not only looks after her own children, she often looks after other people's
children. It's that good, motherly character that inspires moms to be nurturing and caring to
children and people her children's ages -- even into adulthood.
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When Paul was giving his personal greetings at the end of the Book of Romans, he never failed
to mention...
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Romans 16:13 - Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to
me, too.
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That's how moms are -- they treat their nieces and nephews, children's friends and
neighborhood kids like they were their own. You may have experienced that. Maybe you spent
time away from home and you found yourself a little homesick and you encountered a mother
figure who treated you like you were her own. It made the pain of being away from your own
mom that much easier. Some kids don't have good moms and you often see another mom
come and give the child the care and nurturing they're missing.
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D. A good mom is an example to other moms.

This is especially true for older moms in helping newer moms.
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Titus 2:3~5 - 3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be
slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge the
younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy
at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of
God.
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A good mom will take the time to try and help new moms adjust to motherhood. They!'ll instruct
them on the importance of being there for the kids and sacrificing some of the other things that
they may have been busy with before for the sake of benefitting their family. They will teach
them “tricks of the trade” when it comes to getting the baby to sleep or medicine or food. They
will teach them the joys of motherhood and all the aspects of what to expect in child-rearing.
She can talk to her about the changes that having a child brings to the relationship with her
husband and how they can work together to make it more successful.
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Il. The qualities of a good Child

How should we treat our moms?
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A. We need to honor them — verse 28a

Hopefully, you're not like Calvin from Calvin and Hobbs. On Mother’s Day, Calvin is pictured
standing by his mother’s bed. "Hey, Mom! Wake up. | made you a Mother’s Day card." "My, how
sweet of you" she says. "l did it all by myself. Go ahead & read it." She begins to read: "l was
going to buy a card with hearts of pink & red. But then | thought I'd rather spend the money on
me instead. It’s awfully hard to buy things when one'’s allowance is so small. So | guess you’re
pretty lucky | got you anything at all. Happy Mother’s Day. There, I've said it. Now I'm done. So
how about getting out of bed & fixing breakfast for your son."
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| don't think this would've went over well with my mom. She wouldn't have fixed breakfast; she
would've fixed me! My sunny side would've been up!
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| don't think this is how we should honor mom. Instead, let us turn to the book of Proverbs.
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Proverbs 31:28a — “Her children arise and call her blessed.”
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Part of honoring mom is admiring her. We need to recognize all the wonderful qualities mom
has. We need to recognize her for the blessing she is.
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B. We need to respect them.

Leviticus 19:3 says we are to respect our mother. Another aspect of honoring mom is
respecting her. Because of all the ways mom has been there and because of all the
sacrifices she makes, she deserves our respect. But how do we do that if you feel we aren't
being respected?
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First of all, if you're a teen-ager you're probably never going to think you're being respected. But
what's important is that we try to put ourselves in her shoes. If she snaps at us or is impatient
with us we shouldn't snap back we should try to find out what's wrong and ask if there's
anything we can do to help.
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Since mom usually is carrying such a load it goes a long way to offer our services to lighten that
load. Often moms feel disrespected and taken for granted. How far will our respect go to the
one who feels they are getting very little of it?
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And we need to pray for them. Maybe your mom caused you pain. Maybe she did some pretty
bad stuff to you. Maybe she abandoned you. Whatever the case, show your respect by praying
for her and forgiving her. Respect her for bringing you into the world. Respect her for what she
did do you for. All moms deserve at least some respect. Once she gets some it could make a
big difference and change the dynamic of your relationship with her.
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C. We need to make sure she is taken care of.

John 19:25-27 - 25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom
he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the

disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
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Jesus made sure His mother was taken care of. Jesus was suffering on the cross but He
wanted to make sure His mom would be taken care of in His absence. When our moms get
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older we find that we are ones who are taking care of them. But don't they deserve it? All those
years of taking care of us and now we get to give some of it back. It might not be easy but then
again, it wasn't very easy for her when she was doing it for us.
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And if for some reason we can't do it ourselves we need to do our research and make sure they
will be someplace where they are well taken care of. We need to be good children by making
sure we are taking care of our parents when they can't take care of themselves any longer.
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IV. The qualities of our good God

In seeing Mom's wonderful attributes we can gain a better understanding of who God is and
how he interacts with us. All the wonderful character traits of mothers are found in God. God
made man with certain strengths and positive qualities and He has made the female with certain
strengths and positive qualities. Women are typically more nurturing than men and men are
typically less emotional than women. It’s not that any of the characteristics of each aren’t found
in the other but it doesn’t take a genius to understand that men and women are different.
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BETREDICBRONIDT, XIEBAUL, BT EEENRMEEZS > TWERT, Xt
BHELDE—MNICEBTENDE. KERBELDH—HRIOICRBHUIEEEDNTVET,
ETNETNOFEDEEVICRITTVWDESSDITTEHD XA, BEEIUNERDZ &
. BEICEBETEZSEEBVET,

As God has made men and women with different qualities, together they would form a complete
unit of all the qualities. That’s why it’s important that men and women work together. But God is
the complete picture; He is the perfect combination of all the positive qualities found in men and
women.
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W SR L E TN ENERZEEER DL S ICRED LB >LDT. BEN—HICHN
B, TRTOBENRSRERI= Y NERT BT ENTEET, N5, BEN—HEICH
CZLREBEROTT, UhL. 6554, BRICESNZTRTORVEEORELEHE
DU TH D, BT, BARLTHZIERESTTEHDEL A,

This helps us in our relationship with God. He’s not just the Father but also, in a sense, the
Mother. I’'m not saying God is feminine nor do we call him “mother god”. God has clearly been
identified in the Bible as Father. However, we shouldn’t limit our understanding of God to just
manly or fatherly qualities. God is nurturing, He is emotional.

ZFLTIDZEF, FABEEBMEDBERICKRILIEE T, HIERTHBEIT TR, HDER.
BTHEHZIDTY, fld. Alic. BHAZENTHDES>TWBDTIEHDFEFEAL., TRR
2y EERDEDEHD FRA, HIFEEDHRT, ASHIC TRy EhTWET, LM

L. EBESULIEHDRBSULILIFICEBEVLTERINZEITERVWTL L S5, HIFBEOERE
THH., RIEEHBEERDTY,

In John 11:35 Jesus was overcome with emotion and He wept. It shows that although Jesus
was a man He was willing to openly weep in front of people and how that was an example for us
men to not be afraid to cry or show our emotions.

F/I\RICKLDEBEENEISETIE. A1 TRARIIBIBRE > THUWcEEDMNTWET, i,

AIANETHDBHS, ARDRITER ERZERES NI EZRL. 2D R MBS
HEICE>T AWEDRBEZRLIEDITBHZEZBNTIEVWTRWEWSIREERD XY,

But this is how God wants us to see Him. Not that he’s soft or dainty or anything like that but
that He’s the one you can go to when you scrape your knee and He will kiss it and make it
better. He’s the One who will tuck you in at night.

FUTERE, REfAeBElc, TIWehRIEZRLIED T 28 ZBELTMULWVWER-T
ESNEXT, TN, MRIFFZSHWEN AELEEN ZO5VWS 2 ETERZRL, FiE. HA
fehBEET W ESICBRAITNIE. BOICFAZUTAULTKNEARLEES T ERBDT
. FUTRIE. HBIEZENLDITFTINEZFRDTY,

And He’s also the one who is protective like a mother and if someone hurts His child watch out.
Like the mother bear robbed of her cubs you don’t want to mess with God’s child.

TIDSME, BHEOLSICHEZREIZATEHD. DUHEIIBOFZEDFLS,
HEIRBTL &S FRZEDNLSARIRDLSIC. HBRDET, EhE. HOFZH
DIFRBVESHVL, BOFITEFFEHSBVWADRVNWWEFTZETL &£ 3o

And there’s no better advocate for her child than his mother so there's no better advocate for us
than God. He cares about children like a mother would. When the children were trying to make
their way to Jesus the disciples tried to shoo the children away but Jesus (in a motherly love
type of way) rebuked them and told them to let the children come to Him.
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ZUT, BRIFEFHOBWHEEERITWREWELSIC, MIFERBEORWEEERIIWEE A
BENZ5T5L3IC. BRIEFHREEZRTICEINET, EEDOHICENINTVWBETT

N, FEBRLENAMIRDEZBICTISET R E. BFREENFEDLEZEBWLAESEL
Flfco UM U, 1 ZTREHBDLSBEBETHEFEZRD., FEBLEZAIADEZBICK
SEBLDICEBFEICEONDTLU .

You might be here today and you don’t have your mom here anymore. Or you may have grown
up with a poor excuse for a mother. Look to God.

SHIZICWBEIADFICIF. BESANVWEVWALESNEZEBWVWET, HDWF, BIE
HDBRWEHRE—MBICE>TERLADBVWSIIrEULNFRA, UNUEZTA. BERICEZRIT
T\ 4#?%495(&- b\n-tb\%(_t%/p\b\ﬂjb?<TL_éL\o

Isaiah 49:15 - Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child
she has borne? Though she may forget, | will not forget you!

A VPE49: 15 15T BERODARAFETNDTHSDOh. BRNVBEDDEALFZHN
XBWTHEDD lcE A REBENENELSED, bUDBRIcZTND I EIFRLTRE
(AW

Conclusion/Application

God fulfills all the aspects of a great mom. He is the One you can turn to for advice. You might
be here today and you never became a mom. So perhaps Mother’s Day is a bit depressing for
you because it’s a reminder that you haven’t gotten to experience motherhood. God is there to
comfort you like only a mother can.

HiRIE. REBEHFSADEOL 574, %BW%E%EﬁTCbTBBHi?O HiRlE, HARH
MEZRDBIENTEEHEARBRDTYI, SHIZICWEHALIF, BRSAIKB I ED
BWDHEUNERBA, 05, BORRBHAET c_é:of\ BMZEEBR TETVWRLWZ EZEB L
Mosn, PUEBBLRHEICBZODNE UNEFA. UK UEEKRIE. BROLSICHBRcZRED
TLEE35DTY,

God is able to meet every need we have. In life there's some things only a mom can do and
some only a dad can do. God can do it all. Everything you admire about mom is found in God.
He is the total package; He is the one and only awesome God.

R, AFEBDEABRZ—XICHIGATLIETWVWET, AEICIF. BEIAICLIMTELRL
& BRIAICUDNTERWCEDHDFT, TH., BRIFELBATHTESEDTI, H
BIEDERITIEHIADED, INTHEROPFICHZDTI, HRIFTELRATHD., Mk
SHE—E_DEBES LUWLWEARBRDTI,

You may have wondered why we talked about the qualities of a good child and God when the
occasion today calls for us to honor Moms. lIt's because being a good child (and a good
husband) aides greatly in making a good mom. And recognizing all the wonderful ‘motherly’
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qualities that God gives mom the examples she needs to be a good mother. So let's go from
here and do our best to help mom become the best mom she can be.

SHISEBIAZMZAZHBDIC, B TRWFEHEBHEDOER) ICODWTELIEDOD., &
SARTRBEREICBDODNIEDO S UNFERA, ZFRIEBENEES L. NEBENBVWFEDHTHS
Z&. ZFUTRWVWKTH B Z &lE. WENRWERICR D cHITRWTHRIZLDONSE T, 2L
T, BFESNBRICEZTLKLESSREBS LW TR, 2. BEINUHTHDIEHNEETT,
ZUTERE, ik "Bt . BOWEBRICKRZEHDDOREELRDZDTIT, TIMNS, &
COBEBNSIF. BESANEBEDEEIAICBENEELSIC. FAEBEMIRINERCULEL &
2o
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