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Title: “The Healing at the Pool”  Th Dl T b 72 E L |

Text: John 5:1~15, NIV

1 Sometime later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in
Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—
the blind, the lame, the paralyzed.[4] [b] 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-
eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for
a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”

7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred.
While | am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 8 Then Jesus said to him,
“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and
walked.

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man
who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 11 But he
replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.” ”

12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?” 13 The man who
was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there.

14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or
something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it
was Jesus who had made him well.

Note: b 5:4 - Some manuscripts include here, wholly or in part, “paralyzed—and they waited for
the moving of the waters. 4 From time to time an angel of the Lord would come down and stir up
the waters. The first one into the pool after each such disturbance would be cured of whatever
disease they had.”
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Introduction (EU&IC

When our Lord Jesus walked on the streets of Jerusalem, we can imagine Him being surrounded by His
disciples and thronged by adoring crowds as well as by His critics. The story today is set in a crowded
place for there is a big festival going on. However, we see our loving Savior kept a low key, strolling the
forgotten spaces presumably all by Himself. We’re not told where His disciples are at this point. We only
know that the place He visited is a pool in Bethesda, the spot where only the hurting and sick are
hanging out.
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What is our Lord’s purpose for going there? What does His words and actions teach us about ministering
to the sick and to those in need in general?
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I. Wherever | go, there are people who need my ministry — verses 1~4
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1 Sometime later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in
Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—
the blind, the lame, the paralyzed.[4] —and they waited for the moving of the waters. 4 From
time to time an angel of the Lord would come down and stir up the waters. The first one into the
pool after each such disturbance would be cured of whatever disease they had.”
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We don’t know what feast this was, but it was probably one of the three (3) major feasts in which
attendance was required, namely the Passover, Pentecost, or Purim.



The pool in Bethesda has been excavated in the area just north of the temple area, and found to have
five porches, just as the Apostle John wrote. Many sick and injured people gathered at this pool in hope
of healing.
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Jesus went to the pool and saw people in need. Likewise, you'll always find someone who needs praying
and caring. Open your eyes and wherever there are people, there are ministry opportunities.
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Some Bible teachers believe that the time for miracle healings happened during feast times, specifically
the Passover. The idea is that the people gathered around the pool in expectation of healing at the
Passover season or other feast seasons.
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B. If there were people genuinely healed by the waters of the Pool of Bethesda, it was one of many
unusual occasions of healing in the Bible.
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Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram was healed of leprosy by washing in the
Jordan River (2 Kings 5:10~14);
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An unnamed person was revived by touching the bones of Elisha (2 Kings 13:20~21);
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People were healed when the shadow of Peter fell upon them (Acts 5:14~16); and,
RTODENANREBE & E HREVSINcED ( EFEDEE 5:14-16)

Some were healed when handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched Paul were taken to them
(Acts 19:11~12)
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God can and does do things in unexpected ways. But, as can be expected wherever you go, there are
people who will need your service.
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Il. I need to value and respect the object of my ministry — verses 5~6
Il. BADBELEONRZEARTNICL. BEHURITNIEESEW (5-6Hi)

5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there
and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get
well?”
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A. The man is said to have suffered from a paralytic condition for a long time, and apparently was
frequently at the Pool of Bethesda in hope of healing. It was a hope that had been long disappointed
(thirty-eight years). | imagine him to be in his late 50’s or older.
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“When Jesus saw him lying there” (v.6). For some reason, Jesus selected this man among the many
disabled people. He wasn’t about to conduct a healing crusade at the Pool of Bethesda, but He was
about to miraculously meet this one man’s need. | wonder if simply went there for this one man?
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B. A multitude of needy people were there, yet none of them looked to Jesus. These people at the pool
missed their chance. They were there and there was Christ, who could heal them, but not a single one of
them sought him. Their eyes were fixed on the water, expecting it to be stirred.
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C. Anyway, Jesus our Lord asked the man: “Do you want to get well?” This was a heartfelt question. Jesus
respects the sick person’s wishes for He values him. It’s possible that some are so discouraged that they
already gave up all hope of being healed. Jesus addressed a man who may have had his heart withered
as well as his legs. Jesus therefore attempted to build the faith of this man.
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It’s possible that the man’s long and obviously hopeless infirmity may have given him a look of weariness
and gloom, and the Lord’s question may have arisen from this. It was reasonable to wonder if he really
wanted to be healed. And, our Lord values the invalid’s response.

COBEBHRBRREFRIICEUVATWVWT, BENETTEBWEZLTW DT, T0EBEMEZFIHhSEUEDOND
LhEtthe COARFEKYICELPENIEWERSTWEDEEZOSNEEZSZDIFE> BT ETT, FU
T, FRFBADOKRIGICHEZSEZ S5NTDTY,

lll. I need to have faith in God as | do ministry — verses 7~9
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7 “Sir)” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred.
While | am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 8 Then Jesus said to him,
“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and
walked. The day on which this took place was a Sabbath.
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The invalid assumed Jesus knew how things worked at the Pool of Bethesda, and he explained to Jesus
why it wasn’t possible for him to be healed. “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is
stirred. While | am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” It’s understandable, the man
couldn’t think of any other way for his need to be met.
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Here’s the paralytic’s dilemma: He had hope, or he would never have come to the Pool of Bethesda. Yet
once there, he had little hope to beat the others to get the healing that day.
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APPLICATION: The sick man does what most of us do. He limits God’s help to his own ideas. He does not
dare open up to the possibility that there is something greater than what his mind can think of. As we
minister, we need to have faith in the power and kindness of God... that He can do more and greater....
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B. Surprisingly, our Lord Jesus told the man to do what he could not do: “Get up! Pick up your mat and
walk” (v.8). Being paralyzed, it was impossible for him to rise or to take up his bed or to walk. At this
moment, Jesus challenged the man to believe Him for the impossible.
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How would you react if you were the man in this situation?// “Are you mocking me? | can’t do that —
why even try?” Yet something wonderful prompted the man -- the words of Jesus gave him strength to
consider, “If this man tells me to do it, | will try.” Jesus guided the man towards a response of faith.
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Romans 10:17 - So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
M—< ANDOFK 3 10:17
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The Scripture informs us, “at once the man was cured” (v.9). This happened as the man responded in
faith and did exactly what Christ told him to do. Just a moment before this, it was impossible to do it.
The fact of his healing was confirmed in that he had the strength to carry his own bed and walk with it.
APPLICATION: Because Jesus said so, the man asked no questions. He bundled up his bed and walked. He
did what he was told to do. He believed Christ’s words and forgot that he’s been infirmed for thirty-eight
(38) years. Do you have such faith in Jesus, brother/sister?
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C. Our Lord Jesus healed the invalid, without him getting into the pool. It illustrates that Jesus could heal
without the water. If it’s His will, He can heal instantaneously.
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Otherwise, God has unlimited ways of granting healing. In the New Testament (NT), for example, people
were healed in different ways.
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Matthew 9:22 - Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed
you.” And the woman was healed at that moment.
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-> God may grant healing in response to the faith of the sick person who desires to be healed.
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2. Mark 16:18 — “They will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”
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->The believers can lay hands on each other in prayer, ask God for healing, and people may be healed.
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James 5:14~16 - 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over
them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord.15 And the prayer offered in faith will
make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be
forgiven.16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
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3. God may grant healing in response to the faith of another on behalf of the person who needs healing.
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Matthew 8:13 - Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it
would.” And his servant was healed at that moment.
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Mark 2:4~5 - 4 Since they [friends] could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made
an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was
lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are
forgiven.”
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4. 1 Corinthians 12:9 — “To another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit”
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God may grant someone a gift of healing — either that they are directly healed, or have the power to
bring healing to another

HRIFEOLOBYZHENMNCEZSNZEZDELNEEA. ZOADNEERPINDID. HDWE. MDA
BPLZBRSTNESEZENED. WThDAEICL>TH,

5. And of course, God may heal through medical treatment.
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Luke 10:34 — He [the good Samaritan] went to him [victim] and bandaged his wounds, pouring on
oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of
him.
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1 Timothy 5:23 - Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your
frequent illnesses.
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ILLUSTRATION: Faith is in the hospital since November 10, 2021. She had undergone two heart surgeries
and is continuing to battle complications. Thankfully, she’s showing some improvements recently.
According to her, she’s “stable by God’s grace” and that she’s “thankful to God for every waking day.”
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IV. | have to attend to one’s temporal needs and also do soul care — verse 14
V. A\O—BRMIBBBICIGEU D BT, BOTT7H URTNIEEERSRW (1487)

14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or
something worse may happen to you.”
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Jesus found him because He was concerned for his spiritual health. Jesus warns the healed man of a
greater danger. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” Living a life of sin is worse, and
will bring a worse result, than being crippled for thirty-eight (38) years. Jesus needed to take care of this
man’s soul.
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The man’s illness had apparently been brought on by reckless living. It was a sin of the flesh with
debilitating consequences that had given him that miserable life.
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Conclusion/Application
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Wherever | go, there are people who need my ministry.
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| need to value and respect the object of my ministry.
BADHELOFREARYICL. BBURITNIERD £ A

| need to have faith in God as | do ministry.
FADEMZS > TEAZTLRITNIEED FE A,

| have to attend to one’s temporal needs and also do soul care.
AD—RHBRBICHUD EEDIC. ROT7HULRBITNIEEDEEA,



