Sermon for MIC
5 June, 2022

DMI & The Love of Christ
DMI & U R MDE

1. Good morning. It’s so nice to be back here. It's wonderful to see some dear old -
and young - friends. And it's wonderful to be sharing the Word of God with you.
This morning | would like to share about Deaf Ministries International with you.
DMl is where | work now, it's where MIC very generously directs a lot of its giving,

and it's where God is doing some amazing work. So I'd like to share a little of this

this morning.
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2. For those who are new to the church or who might have forgotten, DMI was started
by Neville and Lill Muir over 40 years ago. Sadly, he died a couple of years ago, but
Neville was an Australian man who loved the gospel and who loved the deaf. He
and Lill went to Korea as missionaries to the Deaf and within a few years had

planted 13 churches for the Deaf.
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. Today DMI has founded over 180 churches for the Deaf, as well as 10 schools and

dozens of employment projects for the Deaf in developing countries where the Deaf
are neglected by their governments, shunned by their communities and even

rejected by their own families.
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There are many challenges that we face in our work!
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. There is danger. In DR Congo and Myanmar in particular, our staff literally put their

lives on the line every time they go from village to village to preach or to teach or to
break bread.
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There are natural disasters. Every year fields somewhere in the world are damaged
by typhoons, floods or earthquakes.
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. There are pandemics.
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But despite this, there have also been some wonderful developments.
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One example is our school in Beni, Congo.
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It’s going really well. This year we’ve started building a secondary school for the

students to go to.
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But last year with the pandemic the Deaf couldn’t work and they were literally
starving. So we ran a campaign and raised over $100,000 to feed them and many
hundreds of deaf families across many fields. This was a great help and literally

saved many lives. But it wasn’t sustainable.
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So we bought land for the students, staff and graduates to farm.
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They worked hard to prepare it and plant and grow crops.
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And we harvested a bounty of crops which meant that we were able to provide a
lunch program so that every student could receive at least one decent meal a day.
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The mums came in to cook the meals over the fire pits
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And the kids finally got full tummies. But there was a problem. We often have
hiccoughs as we go. It can feel like 2 steps forward, 1 step back a lot of the time.
This was the problem:
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17.Congo is tropical so it every second day it pours!
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18.So they asked us to build a kitchen for them so they could cook - and eat - meals
every day. So we ran another campaign and we built them a kitchen.
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19.And the kids got full tummies again. But there was another problem. Another

hiccough so it felt like 2 steps forward 1 step back again.
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20.Thieves broke in and stole 100kgs of beans which we had just harvested for the

lunches.
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21.So they asked us to build them a concrete storage shed. So we ran another
campaign and we built them a concrete storage shed.
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22.And with that, the crops really began to grow. Look at the harvests here!
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23.So all the kids were able to fill there tummies with one good meal a day.
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24.There are some important numbers behind the pictures I'd like to show you. It cost
us US$1,820 p/month to run the lunch program (about $1 a day per student). For
the first 9 months. From the 10th month, the harvests began to come in and we
only needed to provide 75% of what we had been paying. In the next 3 months, we
only paid 50%, then 25% and from January this year, the program is completely self-
sustainable. So this program educates kids in agriculture, employed our graduates,
sustains our lunch program and also brings a profit into the community.
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25.1t’s been so successful that we ran the same program in Malawi.
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26.Look at the results!
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27.1t's not only farming. We've developed sewing workshops for Deaf women
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28.Rice fields
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29.Rice mills, not only for our fields but for the neighbouring farmers.
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30.We've got piggeries in a number of fields. All these help the Deaf in developing
countries receive a good education, meaningful employment and a sense of value in
a world that would otherwise treat them as liabilities, as stupid or as cursed. But
DMI provides so much more than this.
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31.Q0ur real priority, our real joy and blessing is taking the Gospel of Jesus to the Deaf.
And just to emphasise this priority, remember we have 10 schools, dozens of
employment projects, but we have 180 churches for the Deaf serving thousands of
Deaf people every week.
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32.A lot of that involves preaching the Gospel in sign to people who have never heard

it before.
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33.It involves baptising new believers. Many dozens just last year.
33. $3bAA. FILLEHRICHE AL ICKILZBT 2 &b, Fa7=H DMI OJFEENICE
INFd, EFLITTHFTADA D FBEN KL EZZ T TINE LT,

34.1t involves training up new believers through discipleship courses and Bible studies.
This can be hard for many Deaf because many of them have been neglected since
birth and few even know who their father is. So part of this ministry involves

teaching the Deaf about the love of their Heavenly Father, and when they get it,
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and believe it and receive it, they no longer have what we call ‘the orphan mind’,
they have the mind of a person who is loved by their Father.

34. £7- DMI O FFL, BFIlEI—APEEMRZEBL T, HTLLEHICL -7
ANLZRTHZEHbEBENET, L L. BFIlRIEIAIEEICE > THERZ L
TlEHY A, BELDL, AHIFEDLLIE, FENEETHLOBRICERBEIN
7=, BRT-bDORENETHHINIZFoTWEEHY £, TNED, oW
2aBELEL. FERB LS ICANIE, BIFPES I, Houwhn [TEDG]
ZRODTIFRL, RIZBEINTWS TADL] Z2FH2L5ICA82DTT,

Given this passion to share the gospel with the Deaf, let me share with you our big
vision for the coming years. We plan to build seminaries for the Deaf on 3
continents: In Uganda to serve all of Africa, in Norway to serve Europe and the
Middle East, and in the Philippines to serve all of Asia. By establishing these Bible
schools we will be training the Deaf to take the gospel to the Deaf all over the
world. It's a very exciting vision. Actually we've already been doing this for almost
20 years in Uganda. Our Bible school in Uganda needs to be moved and re-
established but the work has been going on their with some wonderful results.
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But it’s not about projects and programs. It's about people. Let me tell you about
Ben. Ben was a healthy young boy. He and his siblings were orphans being raised
by their eldest sister and living in poverty. Then at the age of 15, Ben caught

meningitis and this caused him to go deaf. With this, his friends all deserted him,
he wasn’t welcome at school, and even most of his own siblings rejected him. He

just stayed home. His life was effectively over. And these reactions to the deaf are



common in developing countries.

Long story short, Ben was introduced to a deaf school (not one of ours) and this
changed his life. He finally felt accepted. One day, one of DMI’s deaf pastors came
to the school and preached the gospel. Ben wasn’t really interested so hid at the
back where he couldn’t be seen. Ben could hide from the pastor but he couldn’t
hide from God. Eventually, as the pastor came and shared the Word at the school,
Ben opened his heart to the message and received Jesus into his life. He started
going to church where he served by washing the staff’s clothes and cleaning the
building. He had no ambitions. He was content with this. But God had bigger plans
for Ben.

One day, a prophetess came to the church around the time that Ben was finishing
school, and told him that he was to become a preacher to the Deaf. He was not to
look for any other work because God had singled him out to preach to the Deaf.
Ben, a quiet, unassuming guy, was horrified and immediately began to look for
other work. Well, you can run from a prophet but you can’t run from God. Long story
story, not so short, Ben started going to our Bible school in Uganda. It was a three
year course, but before he even graduated, the pastor began to send Ben out to
preach at schools and churches. Ben wasn’t sure if he was up to it. But he went
anyway, and to his amazement, hundreds and hundreds of people responded and
gave their lives to Christ.

In time, he would meet Neville and Neville saw how God was working in his life and
sent him as a missionary to Tanzania with his new bride Veronica, also an
evangelist. Together, they have founded two churches for the Deaf and five
fellowships in schools. Those congregations serve hundreds, and over the years
thousands of Deaf have heard the gospel with multitudes coming to faith, though
their ministry. Ben is one of the greatest evangelists in Africa. This is why we want
to develop Bible schools for the Deaf!
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37.Ben is certainly not the only one whose life has been dramatically changed by God
through DMI’s work. I've had the pleasure of meeting and interviewing Little Neville
who was a street kid, Alphonsine who lost most of her family in the genocide in
Rwanda, Claire who does an amazing job ministering to deaf Muslim women (some

of whom are deaf blind), Dennis who was a healthy boy until he died at the age of



12, came back to life deaf, crippled and with cerebral palsy to become the director
of our school in Lira, Uganda, Deih who is Deaf and slowly going blind as well,
Peter whose great dream is to work in a hotel and own a hotel run exclusively by
the Deaf, Faith who's had to overcome trauma not because of her deafness but
because of having blue eyes in a country where everyone else’s are brown, Sylvia
who was horribly abused by her stepmother for many years until she (Sylvia) ran
away from home, and Mary Ann who was a victim of abuse too until taken in by our

school and church community.
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38.The more | interviewed, the more | found the most incredible stories of lives
changed from night to day, from being lost to being found, from being in despair to
having a wonderful hope. These are not the unusual stories, these are the common
stories. It's very exciting to see God change so many people’s lives so dramatically.
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39.But there are thousands more. Many thousands upon thousands of deaf who we
haven’t reached yet. And that’s what we're working to do. To reach the Deaf with

the transforming gospel of Jesus. And that leads me to a big question:
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40.How can you help? Well, the good news is, you're already helping. MIC gives
¥30,000 yen every month and that goes a long way in our ministry. We really can’t
do what we're doing without your help. So a very big thank you for that. I'm not here
today to make an appeal to you. I'm here to share what God is doing through our
ministry.
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41.But for individuals or families who want to know, there are three ways that you can
help: prayer, finance and service.
Prayer is not a token thing. It's the foundation of our ministry. There are prayer sign
up sheets at the back. If you'd like to be part of our worldwide prayer team, please
add your name to the list and every week we’ll mail you prayer points.
Finance enables us to provide what is needed. You can sponsor a child (or pastor
or church), you can give a one-off donation or you can give a monthly donation. It's
all put to good use. Ask me later how it is that we don’t waste a cent.
Service. If you'd like to be a part of DMI's work either here or overseas, talk to me

after the service about how you can do that.
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But let me finish with this key question: What motivates us? Why do we pray? Why
do we give money? Why do we serve? Why do we minister at all? What is the

motivation?
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Is it guilt? Is it a sense of Christian duty? Is it to give meaning to our own lives? Is it

to leave a legacy - so when we die, people can say, ‘He did his bit!’?
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Let me answer that by telling you one more quick testimony. This is Hugh. The big
guy standing in the middle in the white shirt. Hugh is severely mentally and
physically disabled. As the teachers kindly told me when | got there, “Hugh can’t
learn”. Hugh never graduated from first grade. The teachers let him go up in grade

just to be kind but he is still at first grade level.
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Hugh told me that he is currently in grade 7. This is remarkable given that the
school only goes up to grade 6! He also told me he has two goals for the future. The
first is to become the school principal. The second is to become kind and loving like
Neville. | can say with certainty that Hugh will never become the principal of our
school or any other school. But | can also say with certainty that Hugh has learned
to love. | have seen him be kind and caring to the other students and protective of
the younger ones. He is becoming like Neville. Hugh might not be able to learn
much but he has learned to love and that's a big deal. (It's also more than a lot of
very smart people get to learn.) But Hugh is never going to achieve much. He's
never going to be a productive member of society. He’s never going to be a Ben or a
Claire or a Sylvia who are doing amazing things in the world. Hugh gives us a very,
very poor return on our money. He is, frankly, never going to amount to much. So
why do we bother? Why don’t we just leave him in a village somewhere and invest
our money on people who can give us a better return on our limited resources and

be more productive? Why bother with Hugh?
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46.Because Jesus loves Hugh. Jesus loves Hugh so much He died for Hugh. And

because Jesus loves Hugh, we love Hugh. What motivates us?
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47.Paul wrote, “The love of Christ compels us, because we are convinced that [Jesus

died to save us].” We are so convinced of the death and resurrection of Jesus, we

are so convinced of the gospel message, we are so convinced of the love of God for

us, that we are compelled to love others in the same way. That's what motivates us.
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48.Can | encourage and challenge you today to examine your faith, to examine your
works and to examine your motivations.
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Pray



