MIC Worship Service — 2022.06.19 (Father’s Day)
Title: “The Fatherhood of God” % A /L : R 72 % #hkk

Introduction

Before anything else, let me greet those men with children, Happy Father’s Day!
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ILLUSTRATION: If you own an iPhone, then you may have noticed some new icons in emoji
keyboards. Apple recently launched its iOS 15.4 software update which includes over 35 new
emoticons, featuring a "pregnant man" emoji as well as some other gender-neutral ones.
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Yes, you heard me right ... a "pregnant man"! | was shocked by it. | couldn’t understand why the
content designers invented it. | thought this is a new low in human moral degradation. How in the
world can a man get pregnant?!
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But, wait until you watch this video clip from the U.S. ...
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VIDEO CLIP: EWTN channel's Speak Out headline (May 29, 2022): Dem witness tells House
committee men can get pregnant, have abortions [https://youtu.be/mhOeyPJ4VaU]
A Democrat witness testifying before the House Judiciary Committee on abortion rights Thursday
declared that men can get pregnant and have abortions. Aimee Arrambide, the executive
director of the abortion rights nonprofit Avow Texas, was asked by Rep. Dan Bishop, R-N.C., to
define what "a woman is," to which she responded, "I believe that everyone can identify for
themselves.”
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"Do you believe that men can become pregnant and have abortions?" Bishop asked. "Yes,"
Arrambide replied.
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That’s a lie and blatant distortion of reality. This falls squarely within the biblical description of
foolishness.

ZHIEETCHY, BIEEHNOL I FIZEDOTWET, B2, BETEH>LZ2AD [EnS) I
BTCUEEDLEEAETS


https://youtu.be/mh0eyPJ4VaU

Romans 1:21~22 - =For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. =
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools.
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| concede that we can affirm that fathers are called upon to be nurturers... but not as birthers
themselves! We see so much that is negative about society today that sometimes we forget that
there are some very possible things that are happening. One of those positive things, it seems to
me, is that society is completely rethinking what the role of the father should be. Society, and the
church to a lesser degree, is saying: “It is not enough Dad, just to be the breadwinner. You need
to help with the nurturing as well.”
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But, I’'m not willing and not ready to concede that we, men, can get pregnant and have abortions...
Today is Father’s Day and it's an appropriate time to affirm biblical manhood and that most
important role of men in the lives of their children, being a true father to them.
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Just to clear the air about the concept of celebrating events like Father's/Mother’s Day, | would
like to spend some time to address this question: Should Christians celebrate Father’s Day?
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It's probably a non-issue to many of us, but it's possible that there are those who doubit its biblical
support and its importance.
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|. Fathers and fatherhood in the Bible
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A. Pioneering men. While the Bible is quiet about any day being set aside specifically to honor
fathers, it recognizes a special place of honor for outstanding men who were examples of
excellence in certain skills. For instance, it mentions Jabal, who was “the father of those who
live in tents and raise livestock” and his brother Jubal, who was “the father of all who play
stringed instruments and pipes” (Genesis 4:20~21).
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Similarly, when God changed Abram’s name to Abraham, the Lord told him, “I have made you
a father of many nations” (Genesis 17:5). It's a clear indication that fatherhood is a place of
honor in God’s eyes. It's safe to say then that though the Bible does not declare a Father’s Day,
God Himself puts importance to fathers and even gave them special honor throughout history.
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B. Earthly fathers.
B. #i EDFT~NTORED

The apostle Paul taught that to honor one’s earthly father is not only a commandment but the
first commandment that, when obeyed, has a promise of things going well and living long on the
earth.
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Ephesians 6:2~3 - Honor your father and mother—which is the first commandment with a
promise—that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.

TARY ANDFIK 6:2-3
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In view of these verses and many others, it would seem appropriate to celebrate a day in which
fathers -- the God-given spiritual head of the family -- could and should be honored. In the end,
whether or not to celebrate a specific day or holiday is a matter of personal preference. We have
the freedom to celebrate and the freedom not to celebrate if we so choose.
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Now that things have been cleared up, I'd like us to focus our attention next on God as Father.
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Il. God as Father
2. X725 Mk

A. The Bible is filled with this theme of fatherhood in the very person of God Himself.
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Psalm 68:4~5 - :Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds;
rejoice before him—nhis name is the Lord. :A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is
God in his holy dwelling.

FE 68:4-5
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Malachi 2:10 - Do we not all have one Father? Did not one God create us? Why do we profane
the covenant of our ancestors by being unfaithful to one another?
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Matthew 6:9 - “This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Eather_ in_ heaven, hallowed be your
name...”
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Romans 1:7 - To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: Grace
and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Romans 15:6 — So that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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1 Corinthians 8:6 — Yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and
for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and
through whom we live.
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B. Likewise, there are many occasions that show Jesus Christ, the Son, honoring His
Father and honoring the will of His Father.
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John6:37~38 -+ All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will
never drive away. =For | have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of
him who sent me.
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John 8:49~50- “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but | honor my Father and you
dishonor me. =/ am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge.”
ANFDIEEE 8:49-50
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John 8:54 - Jesus replied, “If | glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you
claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me.”
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John 17:1 - After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the hour has
come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”

ANFDBEE 171
17 0ELEYEBEBYVERZONDE, A ZREFXREREIFTCEbNE L, [RE, WEWLEA
Kx Lo BDELABEBLICEREEBRLTEDLLIIC, DIZLOFEXEBRLTLIEE L, |

C. He is our “Abba Father”.
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I’'m not talking about ABBA, the Swedish pop group... The name “Abba Father” is one of the
most significant names of God in understanding how He relates to people. The word Abba is an
Aramaic word that means “Father”. It was an ordinary term that expressed affection, confidence
and trust. Abba signifies the close, intimate relationship of a father and his child, as well as the
childlike trust that a young child puts in his “Daddy.”

5



A 2 —F L DNK T N—FD ABBAD Z L Tldd ) 8/, [Abba Father] &9 4Hi
I, MEERANE ED LI TN ONEEET D BT, Kb EERMEROLIRO—
DEEEZET, TAEWVWIEEX, 7T L5ET IR LWHEKETT, i, &%, A
[, FEEERTEEL LTREMICHEDNTOE L, 735, REL THEORE2BIR, =
L CHWFED T8 ) [ CHFEAEHEKEZRE L TWAEETT,

Abba is always followed by the word Father in Scripture, and the phrase is found in three (3)
passages.
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1. Jesus prayer in Gethsemane addresses His Father as “Abba, Father”.
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Mark 14:36 — “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me.
Yet not what | will, but what you will.”
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2. It’'s used in relation to the Spirit’s work of adoption that makes us God’s children and heirs
with Christ.
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Romans 8:15 - The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again;
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry,
“Abba, Father.”
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3. It's also used in the context of the Holy Spirit’s ministry, confirming our sonship.
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Galatians 4:6 - Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out, “Abba, Father.”
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Together, the terms Abba and Father doubly emphasize the fatherhood of God. In two (2)
different languages, we are assured of God'’s care for His children.
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John 1:12~13 — =Yet to all who did receive him [Christ], to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God— =children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

ANFDEEE 1:12-13
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When we are born again (See John 3:1~8), we are adopted into the family of God. We have
been redeemed from the curse of sin and made heirs of God. Part of that new relationship is
that God now deals with us differently -- as family.
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Romans 8:17 - Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
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Galatians 4:7 - So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God
has made you also an heir.
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Conclusion/Application

Being a father is both a privilege and a sacred responsibility from God. The spirit behind the
confusion of gender identity and the cultural shift going on in the world are conspiring against
God’s design for people and the basic unit of society namely, the family. Be vigilant and keep
the faith.
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It is life-changing to realize what it means to be able to call the One true God our “Father” and
what it means to be joint-heirs with Christ. Because of our relationship with our Abba, Father,
He no longer deals with us as enemies; instead, we can approach Him with “boldness”
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(Hebrews 10:19) and in “full assurance of faith” (Hebrews 10:22). Be intimate with God in
worship.
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God who is holy and righteous, who created and sustains all things, who is all-powerful, all-
knowing, and ever-present, not only allows us but encourages us to call Him “Father.” What
amazing grace that God would love us so, that Jesus would sacrifice Himself for us, and that
the Holy Spirit would indwell us and prompt our intimate cry of “Abba, Father!” Be comforted
by His love for you.
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