MIIC Worship Service — 2022.07.10

Title: “Colossians: Truth or Tolerance?”

Text: Colossians 1:1~2, NIV
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TPaul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother 2To God’s holy people in
Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ: Grace and peace to you from God our Father.
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Introduction
I'd like to ask you some questions.
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Do the heavenly bodies (planets, sun, moon & stars) have any influence over our lives? That’s a “yes” if
you’d consider the millions of people who consult their horoscopes each day.
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Is there any relationship between what you eat and spiritual living?// Does God speak to us immediately,
in our minds, or only through His Word, the Bible?// Do “mystic religions" (New Age practices) have
something to offer those who are Christians?
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These questions sound very contemporary as they were in A.D. 60, when Paul wrote the Epistle to the
Colossians. They are the same issues that he tried to address. The Word of God is as relevant to us now
as it was during their time.

CNBLDEWE, Ao AAIAY A ANDFHRES VL T0FELFLELLIC. SORKTLE b
HEMTY , ENEFFESLL HF/AOOARYBISEL-BELRLLGED T . MOEEE. /A7OLDEF
RERMLEINZ BADF-EIZLEFENHLDTY,

In our passage today, Paul addresses the believers at Colossae. We will do a series on this book and so
to help us appreciate more what we will study later, let's consider some background information on this
epistle.
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l. The city of ancient Colossae
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LEaRany 104



Colossae is located about 160 km east of Ephesus. It is quite close to both Hierapolis and Laodicea. All
these places are in Asia Minor or in modern day Turkey. It's not surprising that these places are
mentioned in this letter because of their proximity. For example...
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Colossians 4:13 - | vouch for him [Epaphras] that he is working hard for you and for those at
Laodicea and Hierapolis.
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Colossians 4:16 - After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the
Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.
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But, not all places are created equal. Hierapolis was a place known for health, pleasure and relaxation.
It has a temperate climate for most of the year. This area is drawing the weary to its thermal springs and
is famous for a carbonate mineral left by the flowing water. Maybe, it’s like Arima in Kobe or Hakone in
Kanagawa-ken.
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Laodicea, on the other hand, was known for commercial trade and politics. According to Wikipedia, it is
situated on a major trade route and in its neighborhood were many important ancient cities. It is probably
like Osaka or Nagoya.
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And, Colossae? It was simply a small town. Well actually, “it's a significant city from the 5th century BC
onwards,” according to Wikipedia. Yet “it had dwindled in importance by the time of Paul, but was notable
for the existence of its local angel cult”.

The people who lived there were pagans primarily with a strong intermingling of Jews. It's been
estimated that there were 11,000 Jewish "freedmen" in the tri-city area (Colossae, Laodicea and
Hierapolis) in 62 B.C.

This helps us to understand the nature of some of the problems that arose within the church -- problems
of both pagan and Jewish origin.
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Il. The Colossian church
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A. When Paul was a prisoner in Rome, awaiting his upcoming trial before the Emperor, he wrote this
letter to the Colossians. The Bible doesn’t tell us when this church was established. But, we can
say with certainty that Paul himself did not start it. How do we know that? He said it implicitly...
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Colossians 1:4 - because we have heard [only] of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for
all God’s people—
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Colossians 2:1 - | want you to know how hard | am contending for you and for those at Laodicea, and for
all who have not met me personally.
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B. Paul had worked with a man named, Epaphras, when he was in Ephesus. Paul sent him to bring

the good news about Jesus to this city. He was later arrested and brought to Rome as a prisoner
himself. Paul learned from him what was happening in the church. Let’'s see what Paul had
written about him...
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Colossians 1:7~8 - " You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of
Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.
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Colossians 4:12~13 - 2 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He
is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully
assured. | vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.
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C. Some members of the church include Philemon, Apphia, and Archippus. When we compare
the Epistle to the Colossians and Philemon, we can conclude that they were at Colossae.
Philemon probably hosted the church.
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1. About Archippus:

Colossians 4:17 - Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the
Lord.”
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It is possible that Archippus served as the preacher at Colossae and took over the leadership when
Epaphras was arrested because of the gospel.
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Philemon 1:1~2 - " Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker— 2also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow

soldier—and to the church that meets in your home:
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B. About Onesimus:

Colossians 4:9 - He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will
tell you everything that is happening here.

Philemon 1:10~11 - "°that | appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while | was in
chains. " Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me.
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Many Bible teachers think they may have been members of the same household: Philemon, the father;
Apphia, the mother; Archippus, the son. Onesimus was the runaway slave belonging to this family, but
he became a Christian when he met Paul.
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1. The Colossian believers’ colossal problem
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A. Epaphras had brought news to Paul concerning the church at Colossae (See Col 1:3~8). For the
most part, it was very positive. Listen how the apostle Paul commended them.
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Colossians 1:3~4 - *We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for

you, *because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s
people—
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Colossians 1:8 - and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.
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Colossians 2:5 - For though | am absent from you in body, | am present with you in spirit and delight to
see how disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.
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B. But from the content of the letter, Paul must have also been informed of the two (2) dangers
affecting the church; I'd say, colossal problems besetting them.
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1. There was the danger of their relapsing into paganism with its immorality (implied by his comments
such as in Colossians 3:5~11).
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2. There was the danger of accepting false doctrines. These counterfeit teachings denied the
all-sufficiency of Jesus Christ for salvation and for overcoming the inclinations of the sinful nature.
Moreover, the culture surrounding them promoted:
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e Jewish ceremonialism, which attached special significance to the rite of circumcision, food
regulations, and observance of special days (Colossians 2:16~17).

e Angel worship, which detracted from the uniqueness of Christ (Colossians 2:18).

e Asceticism, which called for harsh treatment of the body to control its lusts (Colossians 2:20~23).
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Their colossal problem then, was a syncretism, that is, a mixture of Jewish and pagan elements. When
the gospel is diluted, the truth is sacrificed on the altar of tolerance. It becomes hardly recognizable and
is stripped of its power.

DFY ., a0 A(ZIE, AT VHEELFDOEENEEL TV EDOTLE, BEDIEHYNELLE1Y, B8
DEMMNTFE--VUT 5L, EERBIF, KENTEHREFBIROTLEL., FEAERBINLGLEY ., FDOHh%E
EHhTLESDTT,

Conclusion/Application

1. Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians aims to warn the believers of the dangers of going back to their
pagan practices and of denying the sufficiency and preeminence of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Syncretism spouses tolerance and sacrifices the truth of the gospel.
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We must be careful, then, on what we believe in. “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the
faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the
test?” (2 Corinthians 13:5)
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2. Jesus Christ is our pre-eminent and all-sufficient Savior.
Colossians 1:18 - '® And he [Jesus Christ] is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and
the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
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