MIC Worship Service — 2022.07.17
Title: “The Popular Church” % A kL 1 AKDHLHHE & IF
Text: Colossians 1:1~8, NIV 7 % A b : g A A~DOFHK 1:1-8

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To God’s holy people in
Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ: Grace and peace to you from God our Father.

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— 5 the faith and love
that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true
message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing
throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly
understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful
minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.
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Introduction

Do you ever wonder how popular churches are nowadays?

AL BEPENTETNGIR DD HIRSABZTZEEFHY £30°

It has been said that we're living in the era of the megachurch. The United States alone has more than
1,500 megachurches. The Hartford Institute for Religious Research defines a megachurch as very active
Protestant congregation with an average of 2,000 or more weekend attendees and a multitude of outreach
programs and ministries.
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In Japan, the United Church of Christ in Japan (UCCJ; Japanese: H AFE Z([H Nihon Kirisuto Kyddan,
or Kyoddan for short) is the largest Protestant denomination, according to Wikipedia. It is a union of
thirty-three (33) diverse Protestant denominations forcibly merged by the Japanese wartime government
on June 24, 1941. Currently, the church has about 200,000 members and 1,725 congregations served by
2,189 pastors.
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The church at Colossae was also a popular church. However, it was popular not in terms of number of
attendees and multiple programs, but of its character.
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After Paul introduced himself and greeted the believers in verses 1~2, he expresses thanksgiving to God
concerning some wonderful things about the Colossian church (vv. 3~8). As we consider what Paul
wrote, we will discover some inspiring things about the church at Colossae. May the Lord help and bless
us to emulate their example.
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I They were popular for their FAITH in Jesus Christ — verses 3~4a
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3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus...
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Praise the Lord! The Colossian church had this fantastic reputation. Some churches are known for their
music, for their bombastic preachers, for their history, for their orthodoxy or for their magnificent
buildings. But, here is a church -- so strong in its faith in our Lord Jesus -- that Paul commended them.
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How did the Colossian church establish this reputation of faith? Well, because they really trusted in our
Lord Jesus Christ. Trust is a key element in the matter of faith. Theirs was not just head knowledge or
mental assent. Their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ enabled them to remain disciplined in their
commitment despite the difficulties they faced. Trust is putting your full weight on Him.
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ILLUSTRATION: Someone told a story about his Uncle Oscar. Uncle Oscar was apprehensive about his
first airplane ride. His friends, eager to hear how it went, asked if he enjoyed the flight. "Well,"
commented Uncle Oscar, "it wasn't as bad as I thought it might be, but I'll tell you this. I never did put all
my weight down!”

HOND, AAIT—BLIADFEZLE L, FAT—BLIAIL, VIO THRITIRICRD Z &
ICARREECTNE L, HIESRNE S om0 208> T KA B, AT
BLrolerne ) tahRE L, THEFAT—BLIUITRORIZEZE LT, [£h,



Holzl B nolzk, TH, INZEHFIEE A5, AT L TREEEZ NI Rho72i7 &
2, |

Colossians 2:5 - For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to
see how disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.
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It means they were not faithful one day, then unfaithful the next. It shows that through "thick and thin",

they maintained their faith in Jesus and obeyed His will!
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ILLUSTRATION: The Thessalonian church is another example of being well-known for their faith in
Christ.
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1 Thessalonians 1:6~8 - 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in
the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all
the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia
and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything
about it.

THR=T A~DOFHT 1:6-8

62O THRIZNTcH R HRET B OHLITHIKH LV ELTZ, ZL<ORBECELAITHICHT
T EEDPOWELEWEERZH ST, T bDOHEX 2T AN T T 2OL THRIENTZIE,
NI R=XET YOIV AF v OFLFIEIRVELT, 8FDEEDINNT T, 4, FOZLILIF~IR
=¥, THYIED0D, HOHDLHUID N2 (s> TWET, ESAToTh, ISk T0H772h3
DEMEZEET LR 2 HICLES, TTNRD, TOZEIZHOWTINL B IS EELML B TR TLE
Do

Brethren, I wonder what kind of reputation we have? Every church has one. Wouldn't it be amazing if
others could say of us, "We have heard of your faith in Jesus Christ"?
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The Colossian church’s faith was amazing, but they were also popular for their love.
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II. They were popular for their LOVE — verse 4b
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“we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people”
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The Christian life is lived in the context of relationships, of community. For the Colossians, they were
faithful toward the Lord Jesus (vertical relationship). Likewise, they demonstrated their faith by obeying
Jesus’ words by loving their fellow believers (horizontal relationship).
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John 13:34~35 - 34 “A new command I [Jesus] give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
SO E13:34-35
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The Colossian Christians not only love their own, but they also “have love for ALL God’s people”,
including those in other places. Again, in this they were like the church at Thessalonica.
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1 Thessalonians 4:9~10 - 9 Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you
yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 And in fact, you do love all of God’s family
throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and sisters, to do so more and more,
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APPLICATION: It is God’s will for us to be firm in our faith and to grow in our love. But what can we
do?
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We can practice love for one another by going the distance, making efforts to become better acquainted
and to serve one another. Don’t wait to be approached to talk to someone. Take the initiative to show that
you genuinely care!
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We can demonstrate our love for other believers by taking advantage of meetings and fellowships to be
together.
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Certainly, we can also ask the Lord to help us increase in this. The apostle Paul’s prayer is instructive.
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1 Thessalonians 3:12 - May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for

everyone else, just as ours does for you.
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A truly strong faith in Jesus and love for the brethren is such a rarity in many churches, that any church
which excels in these virtues will soon be known for such!
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The Colossian church was also known for...

A HRTEL, ROXH> 22 THEmLNTWE LT,

III. They were popular because of the gospel bearing fruit and growing among them — verse 6
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6 In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has
been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.
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The power of the gospel message not only gives us hope beyond the grave, or as the apostle puts it, “the
hope stored up for you in heaven” (v.5). The gospel gives us also power for living in the here and now.
When we trust God and truly understand His grace [that is, His unmerited, unearned, undeserved favor],
we are set free. We are no longer enslaved to sin nor to fear and we become free to love as we should. The
kind of love that is “in the Spirit” (v.8), reflecting God’s pure, selfless and unconditional love.
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In bearing such fruit, they prove that we’re truly disciples of Jesus!
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John 15:8 - This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
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Conclusion/Application

The Colossian church had heard of God’s wonderful gospel of grace (v.7). Likewise, Paul had heard of
their wonderful faith and love which was the fruit of their responding to this grace (v.8).

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Do we have faith in Jesus? Do we love the family of God?

Let's be sure to allow the grace of God to have its desired effect in our lives!

If anyone in this room has never responded to the grace of God, why not now?
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