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Memorial Stones and Promises
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Sporting glory. | like to sit on my deck with a Coke and dream about it.
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Joshua 4:1-7:

When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Choose
twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 3 and tell them to take up twelve

stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, and carry them
over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight.”

4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each
tribe, 5 and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the
Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of
the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do
these stones mean?’ 7 tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the
covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These
stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.”
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After the Israelites crossed the Jordan they were instructed to set up memorial stones. Why? So in
the future they could sit around and recall the good ol’ days?
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No. It was to remember what God had done.

Again, why? Why was it so important for them to remember what God had done in the past?

So the Israelites could live in the past?

No. It was so they could have certainty about their future.
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I’'m 57, unfit and have a pot belly. My sporting glory has faded and it's never coming back. That’s
why | dream about it.

God lives: the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. His glory never fades and it always lies before
us. This is good to know.
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| don’t know about you but sometimes | have doubts about what God is doing in my life.
Sometimes | have concerns about the way things are turning out. There’s plenty to be anxious
about!.
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| was praying about this recently and | felt God say something to me very clearly.

“‘Never forget what | have done for you. Set up a memorial stone so you will always remember
what | have done for you.”

So | wrote a book. (That’s what | do.) It's called “Christian, Interrupted. How the life or an ordinary
Christian was interrupted by extraordinary grace.” It's a record of some of the astounding things,
that God has done in my life. It's a beautiful book. Not for sale! It's private. (But some of you are in
it!) 1t's my memorial stone to God. | take it out from time to time to remember what God has done,
not just in world history but in my history.
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And like with the Israelites, it's not simply a reminder about what God has done but a reminder of
what God can and will do. It's a reminder that God is a God of promises. He cannot lie. His
promises are always fulfilled.
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We’ve been looking back at memorial stones this morning because now we are looking forward
towards God’s promises. There are over 3000 promises that God has made to us in the Bible.
Today we’Re going to look at 5 key promises.
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Before we do, a couple of preliminary things.
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i. God’s promises don’t depend on how you feel.
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When things are tough, God'’s promises might seem far from you. When you are sick, broke, hate
your job, dealing with a relationship breakdown, lonely, dealing with an addiction, exhausted -
God’s promises might seem like they don’t apply to you. That’s when you need to declare God’s
promises.
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And God’s promises are not just for when you're in the doldrums. Things might be going okay, and
you might be feeling a little indifference, a little luke warmness. That’s when you need to declare
God’s promises.
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God’s promises are also for when things are going great. People tend to have one of two reactions
to God when things are going great. They either acknowledge God’s hand in their success and
praise Him; or feel they no longer need God and start doing things their own way. Either way, that’s
when you need to declare God'’s promises.
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ii. God’s promises don’t depend on the size of your faith. You don’t have to be mighty to
receive God’s promises. You just have to turn up.

All Abraham did to receive the promise was believe.

All the sick woman did to be healed was just touch the hem of Jesus’ clothes.

All the disciples did to calm the storm was just wake Jesus up.
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iii. God’s promises don’t depend on your age
You can never be too young or too old to declare and receive the promises of God. Samuel was
just a little boy. Moses and the apostle John was very old. God saw their hearts, not their ages.



The promises of God are for everyone.
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Let's have a look at 5 of God’s key promises. And let’'s declare them in our lives.
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Key promises
ROEDON . MOELHERETT,

1. lam with you. A sense of inadequacy can be hard. Yet Jesus’ very name ‘Immanuel’
means that God is with us. We don’t have to struggle on alone. Jesus Himself declared this
in Matthew 28 (the very last sentence in Matthew) talking about living out our lives: “Surely |
am with you always, to the very end of the age."
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Whenever you feel inadequate, incapable, alone, remember the promise: God is with you.
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2. I'm listening. The sense of being alone and unheard can be tormenting. Anyone who has
spent time in isolation will know this. That ’s why the psalmist declares the promise in
Psalm 5:3: “O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice”

1 John 5:15 - "And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that
we have what we asked of him.”
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1 John 5:15 - "And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that
we have what we asked of him.”
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Remember the promise: whenever you call, God is listening.
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3. | forgive you. The burden of sin can be heavy, and withheld or insufficient confession can
be crushing. David knew this. He said, “My sin is always before me.” (Psalm 51). But we
have the promise of forgiveness in Christ, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9
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Remember the promise: There is no condemnation on those who are in Christ. You have been
forgiven.
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4. 1 will provide for you. God isn’t short of cash or compassion.

Phil 4:19 “My God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.” Mat
6:26 “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?”
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Remember the promise: God will provide everything you need.
TI Mo, #RE AAEBITBRELGIDEK., I RTERTEESEVHRETNLGEN TS,

5.1 have secured eternity for you. The greatest promise of all. John 3:16 “God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.” There is only one way to secure eternity. There is only one
mediator between mankind and God. There is only one name under heaven by which
people can be saved. There is only one way, but it is certain. Remember the promise.
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I'd like to give you some homework. I'd like you to prayerfully, carefully set up a ‘memorial stone’ so
that you will never forget what God has done for you. It might be a picture, or a piece of writing, or
a piece of music, or a piece of craftwork. It could actually be a memorial stone! It could be
anything. Do this so you will always remember God’s goodness in your life.
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And I'd like you to practice meditating on His promises. This second one we’re going to do now
This is how we will close the sermon.
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