MIC Worship Service —2022.08.07
Title: “The Supremacy of Christ” (Part 1)
Text: Colossians 1:13~15, NIV
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3 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he
loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. "* The Son is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn over all creation.

13ERIEL, HBI=LE=bZEDANHNELT, OB T HEHFDORE FICHBLTIZSWVELE, 1407
L COEFICEL T B THEDOLROMLERFI TSN TY, 158FIX RAGLHDETHY ., I~
TOLONELNDRNITEENT=ATY,

Introduction

Paul was like religious police, hunting down Christians far and wide, when Jesus showed Himself to him on
Damascus road. Paul did not know Jesus Christ at that time and asked Him, "Who are you, Lord?" (Acts
9:5).
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Today, when we read Paul's epistle to the Colossians, we learn that he had come to a much fuller
understanding of who Jesus is. Paul was not simply converted from being a religious zealot, but was
instrumental in proclaiming the gospel to heathen lands. He now sings a different tune in praise of his Lord
and Savior. Jesus Christ is supreme and is worthy of our love, adoration, and obedience
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Who is this Jesus Christ according to Paul? Our first point can be deduced from a comment he made
in v.13, as he was giving reasons why we ought to thank God. Jesus Christ is supreme because...
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l. He reigns as king — verse 13

8 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he
loves
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God came to our rescue and brought us into the kingdom of His Son, Jesus Christ. Though not the same as
a worldly kingdom, Jesus admitted to Pilate that He is indeed a KING!
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John 18:36~37 - * Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to
prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”*” “You are a king,
then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. In fact, the reason | was born and came into
the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”
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Then, after His resurrection, Jesus Christ declared the extent of His rule now includes both heaven and
earth!
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Matthew 28:18 - Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me.”
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Ephesians 1:20~22 — He [God] exerted [power] when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly realms, % far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. ? And God placed all
things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church
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The Book of Revelation also confirms Christ’s supremacy.
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Revelation 17:14 - They will wage war against the Lamb [a metaphor used of Jesus], but the Lamb will
triumph over them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called,
chosen and faithful followers.
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Revelation 19:16 - On his [Christ’s] robe and on his thigh he has this name written: King of kings and
Lord of lords.
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Il. He is the Redeemer — verse 14
™ in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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Here’s a profound statement that our Lord Jesus spoke concerning sin.
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John 8:34 - Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.”
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Is there anyone here who has not sinned? No one? Is there someone you know who does not sin? No one?
It's not surprising, right? We know for a fact and from experience that WE are ALL sinners and therefore,
slaves to sin. In fact, the Bible says, ‘For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23).
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Our sin problem is so serious that it can control us. Can we identify with Paul when he wrote:
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Romans 7:14~15, 17~19 - " We know that the law is spiritual; but | am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. '°|
do not understand what | do. For what | want to do | do not do, but what | hate | do.

7 As it is, it is no longer | myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. " For | know that good itself does not
dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For | have the desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry it

out. ™ For | do not do the good | want to do, but the evil | do not want to do—this | keep on doing. 2 Now if |
do what | do not want to do, it is no longer | who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
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Sin is a cruel taskmaster and freedom can only come from somewhere or someone outside of us. We can
never free ourselves from the domineering power of sin. Thankfully, the Son of God, our Lord Jesus is our
Redeemer. He is the One who can set us free!
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John 8:35~36 - ** Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 3¢ So if
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
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Paul affirms this truth in the same epistle to the Romans.
Romans 7:24~25a - # What a wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to
death? ?° Thanks be to God, who delivers me through hri r Lord!
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Jesus saves us from our sins. We have been released from the bondage of sin through the payment of
Jesus' blood shed on the cross for us.
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Matthew 20:28 — “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as
a ransom for many.”
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APPLICATION: Are you struggling with sin? Come to Jesus and ask His help. He is the One who can set
you free!
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Jesus Christ is supreme not only because He is King and Redeemer, the One who has the power to set
us free from sin. He is also supreme in the sense of Him being...
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lll. He is the exact representation of the invisible God — verse 15a
® The Son is the image of the invisible God...
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No man has ever seen God, but our Lord Jesus has made it possible for man to have a glimpse of God
because He, the 2" person of the Trinity, has made Him known.
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John 1:18 - No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest

relationship with the Father, has made him known.
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As Jesus Himself said, "He who has seen Me has seen the Father" (John 14:9).
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Hebrews 1:3 - The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
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Jesus accurately and fully expresses the being and perfection of God. That is, by looking at Jesus (as He is
revealed in the Word of God), we can see and know the Father, who is invisible!
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The supremacy of Christ is also understood by virtue of His relation to the created order.
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IV. He is the firstborn over all creation — verse 15b

5 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
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Nowadays, we rarely use the term firstborn. When speaking of our firstborn child, we simply say, “eldest”
or ‘the oldest of 7 (number of children). Say, in our case, “Jodie is the eldest. She is the oldest of three
children.”
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When referring to Christ as “the firstborn over all creation”, one would think that He is the first one born
(created). Some have therefore concluded from this passage that Jesus is a created being, the first of all
God's creations. For example, those who belong to the Watchtower Society (who call themselves
"Jehovah's Witnesses") believe it to be so.
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Firstborn (Greek, prototokos) can describe either priority in time or supremacy in rank. As Paul used it
here, he probably had both ideas in mind, with Jesus being there as Creator before things were created
and Jesus being of a supremely different order than all created things.
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Again, please take note that the term, firstborn is also used in the Bible as a metaphor to describe one
who occupies the rank and privilege of being firstborn (without literally being "firstborn™). For example:
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1. God refers to the nation of Israel as His firstborn son.
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Exodus 4:22 - Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the Lord says: Israel is my firstborn son’
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2. God refers to David as the firstborn though he was literally the youngest of eight brothers.
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Psalm 89:20 & 27 - ?°| have found David my servant; with my sacred oil | have anointed him. ?” And | will
appoint him to be my firstbhorn, the most exalted of the kings of the earth.
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Therefore, any interpretation of the word firstborn must be consistent with what is taught about Christ in
other parts of the Bible. For one, Jesus is clearly proclaimed to be the creator of ALL things.

TYAL,. BEFEVOIEEZMNI KL, EEDMDE S TEANTLDESIZ, FYRMIDWTHZLNT
WBZE FTEDOEIFIRAMIBEN TIEENIENWSICEEFBELTEWFZEND T, —2DHELTIF. AT
ADNTRTRLDDREETHACENBHALNIEEEINTILNASIELETT,

John 1:1~3 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made.
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Colossians 1:16 - For in him [Christ] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and
for him.
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It could not be said that He is the creator of ALL things if He Himself was a created being! This is the
reason why the Jehovah’s Witnesses try to get around these passages by inserting the modifier "OTHER"
four (4) times in their New World Translation of Colossians 1:16~17:
6 because by means of him all other things were created in the heavens and on the earth,
the things visible and the things invisible, whether they are thrones or lordships or governments or
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authorities. All other things have been created through him and for him. " Also, he is before all
other things, and by means of him all other things were made to exist,
The word other is NOT found in the original Greek New Testament. And, so to read verse 15 as originally
intended and written by Paul, destroys the JW’s doctrine that Christ is a created being! Hence, they
basically "added” to the Word of God....
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Having pointed that out, one question remains: Why did Paul use the phrase “firstborn over all creation”
to refer to Jesus Christ?
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The short answer is: To simply stress that Jesus is “supreme” over all creation.
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He has all the rights of One as IF He were a "firstborn”. In no way does the title firstborn indicate that
Jesus is less than God. In fact, the ancient Rabbis called Yahweh Himself “Firstborn of the World” (quoted
by D.Guzik in his commentary on Colossians 1:15).
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Conclusion/Application

A preacher once said, “There are two hundred and fifty-six names given in the Bible for the Lord Jesus
Christ, and | suppose this was because He was infinitely beyond all that any one name could express.”
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Paul, for his part, had certainly come a long way in his understanding of our Lord Jesus Christ since that
day he met Him on the road to Damascus! From saying "Who are you, Lord?" To proclaiming Jesus to be:
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The King who reigns

The Redeemer

The Image of the invisible God
The Firstborn over all creation
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No wonder our Lord Jesus received so much praise and adoration in heaven.
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Revelation 5:11~12 - " Then | looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and
the elders.'?In a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
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| trust that our own understanding and appreciation of the Lord Jesus has increased today. What else can
we do to show our appreciation to Jesus? The best way we can praise Him is by obeying Him. Are you
obeying Jesus by living faithfully as His disciple?
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Let us pray...



