MIC Worship Service — 2022.08.14
Title: “The Supremacy of Christ” (Part 2) 1 TR+ ') X b D1 4E
Text: Colossians 1:16~20, NIV

16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.17 He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
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Introduction
Last Sunday, we began our study on the supremacy of Christ. We extol Him as...

The King who reigns

The Redeemer

The Image of the invisible God
The Firstborn over all creation
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Today, we’ll build on those truths and proceed to the next verses 16~20.
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I. He is the Lord of creation — verses 16~17fjiZld. 1 TAF VR M EFTRTOHOD
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16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.17 He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together.
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Other parts of the NT confirm this truth about our Lord Jesus Christ.
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John 1:3 - Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
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Hebrews 1:3 - The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all
things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty in heaven.
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Taken together we learn that this world where we live in was created by God and Jesus was the CREATIVE
AGENT by which everything came into being! Moreover, everything was created FOR Him! He is the
Divine Cause and the Reason for everything that exists.
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ILLUSTRATION: Why does a creator create something? For profit (to sell)? For use (a tool)? For
admiration (like an artwork)?
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APPLICATION: God created us for His purpose. We must seek to live for Him, to please Him, to glorify
Him.
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Moving on to verse 17 we learn that Jesus is also---
II. He is the Divine Providence —verse 17 A T R-F Y R M EifDjifETH %
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17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
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God is involved in the world even today. He is NOT what Deists think or believe about God. Deism is a
belief in the existence of a supreme being, specifically of a creator who does not intervene in the universe.
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Contrary to Deism, our verse today tells us that in Christ all things are kept in their present state. Their
existence, order, and arrangement are continued in the present form by HIS power! In other words, Divine
Providence.
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Divine Providence, or simply Providence, refers to God's intervention in the Universe. The term Divine
Providence can be divided into two (2) categories, namely: "general providence", which refers to God's
continuous upholding of the existence and natural order of the Universe, and "special providence", which
refers to God's extraordinary intervention in the life of people. Miracles generally fall in the latter category.
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ILLUSTRATION: Why Earth has the perfect location? What makes the Earth habitable? It is the right
distance from the Sun, it is protected from harmful solar radiation by its magnetic field, it is kept warm by
an insulating atmosphere, and it has the right chemical ingredients for life, including water and carbon.
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Isaiah 40:12 - Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand
marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the
scales and the hills in a balance?
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In December 2021, Faith entered the hospital for a very long and delicate heart surgery. Actually, she was
operated on twice. Her life was hanging in the balance. She told me that she’s thankful to the Lord for each
day that she wakes us knowing that she is alive. Amazingly, she received her Master’s degree while still in
her hospital bed in July -- just last month. Finally, she got out of the hospital on Wednesday last week. Praise
the Lord!
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APPLICATION: “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). The God who is
powerful can do the impossible.
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III. He is the head of the body, the church - verse 18a
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And he is the head of the body, the church...
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Those called out by the gospel of Christ into His kingdom form a great assembly or congregation, also
called Church. The term "church" is used in two senses: (1) The church universal -- the body of saved
believers throughout the world; and, (2) The local church -- a congregation of saved believers in one locality
like us, Minoh International Church.
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In the context of verse 18, Paul is speaking of the church "universal" (though it can be inferred that would be
true in a "local" church as well).
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ILLUSTRATION: Gregory P. Elder tells of his experience as a sand sculpture. “Growing up on the Atlantic

Coast, I spent long hours working on intricate sand castles; whole cities would appear beneath my hands.

One year, for several days in a row, [ was accosted by bullies who smashed my creations. Finally, I tried an

experiment: I placed cinder blocks, rocks, and chunks of concrete in the base of my castles. Then I built the

sand kingdoms on top of the rocks. When the local toughs appeared (and I disappeared), their bare feet

suddenly met their match.”
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Many people see the church in grave peril from a variety of dangers: secularism, politics, heresies, or plain
old sin. They forget that the church is built upon a Rock (Mt. 16:16), over which the gates of hell itself shall
not prevail.
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Matthew 16:18 - And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not overcome it.
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IV. He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead — verse 18b
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18...He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy.
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The word, beginning refers to Christ as the origin and the active cause of the Resurrection (coming back
from the dead). He is the first One to be truly resurrected and is now alive forevermore.
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Actually, Jesus was not the first person to rise from the dead... Wait a second... I’'m not contradicting
myself. The Bible records several instances of people coming back to life (cf. Jairus' daughter, the son of the
widow of Nain, and Lazarus). BUT Jesus Christ is the first to rise, never to die again, and is declared
elsewhere to be the "FIRSTFRUITS" of the resurrection.
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1 Corinthians 15:20 - But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep [died].
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The term "firstfruits" suggests "the cream of the crop", meaning that which is pre-eminent.
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Here is our assurance because Christ was resurrected:
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1 Corinthians 15:42~44 - 42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is
perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it

is raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural bodyj, it is raised a spiritual body.

a2 b ANDTHUL 15:42—-44
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APPLICATION: In view of the resurrection that is to come, let us heed what the Word of God says,
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V. He is the fullness of all things — verse 19
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19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him
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Animism is the belief that objects, places, and creatures all possess a distinct spiritual essence. It perceives
all things—animals, plants, rocks, rivers, weather systems, human handiwork, etc.—as animated and alive.
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In Japan, the Shinto religion is an example of animism or at least, has many aspects of animism. Many
Japanese people believe in innumerable spiritual beings concerned with human affairs and capable of
helping or harming human interests.
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ILLUSTRATION: Kyoto, the ancient capital of Japan, has many Buddhist temples (1,600) and Shinto
shrines (400). People go to worship in a particular temple or shrine depending on their need. For example,
on New Year’s Day many business people go to Fushimi Inari- taisha to pray for “good luck”. Kitano
Tenmangi is popular with students praying for success in exams because the deity was in his life a man of
literature and knowledge. In Matsuo Taisha, many local sake and miso companies go to the shrine for
prayers that their product will be blessed. In short, there’s a deity for every need or situation.
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Colossians 1:19 tells us that Jesus is clearly the fullness of deity. He is "the image of the invisible God"
(1:15)
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Paul later declares that “in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form" (2:9).
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FULLNESS is the totality of the Divine powers and attributes. Therefore, He is ALL that we need.

Consider this: In Him we have "redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins" (1:14);
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“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (2:3);
ZOFNVRAIDIBITE., FEL DML BRVHMEBELAHOENTRTBEEATVEZNTY

2034 ANDTFR:10

“and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority” (2:10).
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Finally, we learn that Jesus is...

VI. He is the consummate Peacemaker — verse 20
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20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making
peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
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Jesus’ atoning work is complete and wide in its application. Yet we should not take Colossians 1:20 as an
endorsement of Universalism — the belief that ALL people will eventually gain salvation. According to
Universalists, the mere idea someone might go to hell is not compatible with the character of a loving God.
If their claim were true, there would be no need for Christ to die on the Cross; sin and evil have no
consequence; and, hell itself is just an empty threat.
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But Christ came as the Peacemaker/Reconciler. Why?
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Because sinners need to be reconciled to God
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2 Corinthians 5:18~20 - 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.20 We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf:
Be reconciled to God.
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Because Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews) need to be reconciled to each other
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Ephesians 2:14~18 - 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16
and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.
17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
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Conclusion/Application

He is the Lord of creation. Seek to live for Him, to please Him, to glorify Him.
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He is the Divine Providence. The God who is powerful can do the impossible. Trust Him.
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He is the Head of the body, the church. Jesus takes care of the Body. Love and cherish it.
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He is the Beginning and the Firstborn from among the dead. Stand firm in the faith and fully give yourself to
His cause.
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He is the Fullness of all things. Jesus is the answer to all our longings. He is all you need.
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He is the consummate Peacemaker. Be reconciled to God. Be reconciled with each other.
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Let us pray.



