MIC Worship Service — 2022.08.21
Title: “Once Alienated, But Now Reconciled” 24/ kL : NS DEER . L TR
Text: Colossians 1:21~23, NIV FF Xk : 2094 A~DFHH1EZ21~2387 (FHKER)

#Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil
behavior. ? But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 2 if you continue in your faith,
established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that
you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul,
have become a servant.
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Introduction

The U.S. Civil War was carnage. Ulysses Grant, an American military officer and politician who
led the Union Army to victory died (in 1885). Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederate States
and Grant’s enemy also died (in 1889). As a demonstration of reconciliation, their widows, Julia
Grant and Varina Davis, settled near each other. The once presumed enemies became closest of
friends!

[Source:
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/how-first-ladies-on-opposing-sides-of-the-civil-war-forged-a

n-unlikely-bond]
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https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/how-first-ladies-on-opposing-sides-of-the-civil-war-forged-a
n-unlikely-bond]

In today’s study we will examine the Colossians’ spiritual condition as “Once Alienated, But Now
Reconciled” to God as described in this New Testament passage. Lord-willing, it will strengthen
our understanding and have greater appreciation of our own reconciliation with God.
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l. The Colossian believers’ journey to salvation — verses 21~23
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The Apostle Paul directs our attention to three (3) phases or stages in their spiritual journey.
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A. Phase 1: Their life before receiving Christ’s salvation
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Paul said the Colossians were both alienated from and enemies of God. The word "alienated”
comes from the original Greek word, apallotrioo, which means “to alienate, estrange; to be shut
out from one's fellowship and intimacy.”
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ILLUSTRATION: In her youth, poet Elizabeth Barrett had been watched over by her tyrannical
father. When she and Robert Browning were married, their wedding was held in secret because of
her father's disapproval. After the wedding, the Brownings sailed for ltaly, where they lived for the
rest of their lives. But even though her parents had disowned her, Elizabeth never gave up on the
relationship. Almost weekly she wrote them letters. Not once did they reply. After 10 years, she
received a large box in the mail. Inside, Elizabeth found all of her letters; not one had been
opened! Today those letters are among the most beautiful in classical English literature. Had her
parents only read a few of them, their relationship with Elizabeth might have been
restored. [Source: Daily Walk, May 30, 1992].
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On the other hand, the word "enemies"” is from echthros. It describes that which is “hated,
odious, hateful; hostile and opposing another.” It refers to people who are at enmity with God
because of their sin.
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Why was this so? Why were they alienated and were enemies of God? Because in both
THOUGHT and DEED they were sinners! As Paul writes: "... enemies in your minds because
of your evil behavior."
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ILLUSTRATION: The people who lived on earth until Noah’s day earned their punishment as the
Bible records in Genesis.
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Genesis 6:5 - The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the

earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.
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This was also the spiritual condition of people during the time of the Prophet Jeremiah.
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Jeremiah 7:23~24 - 2 but | gave them this command: Obey me, and | will be your God and you will
be my people. Walk in obedience to all | command you, that it may go well with you. ? But they did
not listen or pay attention; instead, they followed the stubborn inclinations of their evil
hearts. They went backward and not forward.
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B. Phase 2: Their life now that they have been reconciled to God
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Their reconciliation with God comes at the cost of Christ’s own life, “through his blood, shed on
the cross” (v.20). And, it’s not just a few drops of blood. The Apostle Paul further explains that it
meant “by Christ’s physical body through death” (v.22). Brothers and sisters, Jesus suffered IN
THE FLESH, He bled and died, something some people in those days denied.
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2 John 7 - | say this because man ivers, wh n knowl Jesus Christ as coming

in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist.
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Hebrews 2:9 - But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now

crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone.
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Hebrews 2:14 - Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so
that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the
devil—
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Through the offering of Jesus' body and blood, they were now reconciled (restored to friendship or
harmony) to God; they are now presented to God as:
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e "holy" - sanctified, set apart for God's use;

e "without blemish" - without being guilty of anything worthy of blame; and,

e "free from accusation” - guilty of nothing that can be called into account; without
reproach, blameless
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Did you notice that this wonderful condition is how GOD viewed them -- "in His sight” (v.22)?
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Psalm 32:1~2 - " Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
2Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and in whose spirit is no
deceitt.
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C. Phase 3: Their life’s future orientation needs perseverance, to maintain this state in
spite of counterinfluences, opposition or discouragement.
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e They need to continue in the faith;
e They need to remain established and firm; and,
e They need not be moved away from the hope of the gospel.
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You see, there are many things that can trip us from our faith. For example:

e Error or false doctrine — 2 Peter 3:17
e Temptations to sin — 2 Peter 2:20~22
e Trials and hardships in life — Revelation 2:10

FAF=BZEEMADES (FHLIEEFKEABYET BIZAIEL RDELIETETT,

o RYPRHEEIENHZ - 52 <70 3:17
o FEMFH - HE2~/702:20-22
o NEDRBMEEE - BRER2:10

Our Lord Jesus gives us other hints in the Parable of the Sower concerning those who fall away.
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Matthew 13:18~22 - " “Ljsten then to what the parable of the sower means: " When anyone hears
the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. ?° The seed falling on
rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. ?' But since
they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of
the word, they quickly fall away. # The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who
hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word,
making it unfruitful.
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The Book of Psalms gives counsel about the blessed life, being firmly grounded and being fruitful.
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Psalm 1:2~3 - 2but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day
and night.

% That person is like a tree planted by streams of water which yields its fruit in season and whose
leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers.
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A persevering life is a fruitful life.
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Il The contemporary application
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A. Their condition and our condition. The Colossian believers’ spiritual condition prior to
their salvation was not rare.// It's true that they had been wicked sinners, enemies, and
alienated from God. But, we were like them too! Hence, it applies to everyone who comes
to Christ for salvation.
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Ephesians 2:1~3 - As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, %in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. * All of us also lived among them at one
time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we
were by nature deserving of wrath.
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Titus 3:3 - At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another.
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B. Beware of sin. We have learned already that sin is serious, terrible and enslaving. And,
God's character requires holiness and justice. To better understand how diametrically
opposed sin and God's holiness, just consider what one (1) sin can do: It can make us
guilty as though we have broken the entire law!
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James 2:10 - For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is gquilty of
breaking all of it.
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Not only the issue of guilt, consider also the price necessary to redeem us from sin -- the death of
God's only Son! Have you ever contemplated on the "words of anguish” uttered by Jesus as He
bore our sins upon the cross?
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Matthew 27:46 - About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).
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C. Trust only Christ for salvation. Our friendship with God is made possible ONLY through
Jesus’ death on the Cross. Any human effort cannot reconcile us back to God. The Bible is
telling us that we cannot save ourselves — not even by going to church, giving to charity, or
feeding the hungry.
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Please don’t get me wrong: "good works" are essential as disciples of Jesus Christ.
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Ephesians 2:10 - For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.
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Titus 3:8 - This is a trustworthy saying. And | want you to stress these things, so that those who
have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things
are excellent and profitable for everyone.
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But ultimately, we are "justified" (declared "not guilty") by Christ's blood (Romans 5:9). Again,
only "His blood" can cleanse us from sin! (See, Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 1:7). Only in this way can
we be "holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation” (Colossians 1:22).
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Conclusion/Application
What have we learned from today’s passage?
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First, it's a reminder to us Christians of where we once were — “Once you were alienated from
God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior” (v.21).
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Second, it's a reminder of the blessings we now enjoy in Christ — “He has reconciled you by
Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and
free from accusation” (v.22).
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Finally, it's also a reminder of the need to remain faithful to the end — “Continue in your faith,
established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel” (v.23).
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