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Title: “Pray Like An Apostle” HFDINHTVEL LD

Text: Colossians 1:9~14, NIV

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually
ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the
Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit
in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to
his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13 For
he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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Introduction

The Apostle Paul was a man of prayer. He always prayed for those he was writing to. He often told them
what he prays for on their behalf. The same is true here in his epistle to the Colossians. So, what did he
pray for them? We can find the answer in Colossians 1:9~14. In it he expresses his desire for the
Colossians, which I believe is also God’s will for all believers, including us today!
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There are two (2) major requests Paul presents to God on their behalf. The first one is this...
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I
For “God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the
Spirit gives” — verse 9
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Here are some key concepts in his prayer:
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A. He prays that God would “fill” them.
A. A BLZENEI=T 1EIICEfE TS L

Being filled up is not just a small measure. It carries the idea of abundance and completeness — to be
satisfied with a full measure. It is not God's desire that we try to "just get by with as little as necessary".
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But to be filled with what? That’s the next concept in his prayer.
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B. He prays that God to fill them with “the knowledge of his will”.
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To know God and what He requires of us is our first responsibility. Yet God desires to fill us with —
complete, deep, and clear knowledge of His will. Likewise, the apostle Paul knew that spiritual ignorance
is not bliss, but it’s the frequent source of error, instability, and sorrow. And so, he desired that the
Colossians might be thoroughly taught in the things of God.
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He expounds it even more.
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C. He prays that their full knowledge would come “through all the wisdom and understanding that the
Spirit gives”. The Holy Spirit is the Source of true understanding of God’s will. This wisdom, this
understanding is a gift. That’s why prayer is necessary to acquire it.
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James 1:5 - If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God [pray], who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to you.
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Moreover, to possess a knowledge of God's will with spiritual understanding must be anchored in His
Word.
Ff-. EWGEBZL O THROELEMSIZIE. HEEICHMEZERLEAHYFET .

Ephesians 3:3~5 - 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written
briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,5
which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to
God’s holy apostles and prophets.
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Hence, prayer and Bible study are essential elements in our Christian life!
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But, why is it necessary for us to be filled with “the knowledge of his [God’s] will”’? I can give you at
least two (2) possible reasons:
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Without the full and clear knowledge of His will, we court disaster.
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Hosea 4:6 — “My [God’s] people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. ‘Because you have rejected
knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will
ignore your children.””
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2. It is essential to our renewal in becoming like Christ.
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Colossians 3:8~10 - 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage,
malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off
your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in
the image of its Creator.
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Is this prayer being answered in OUR lives? Are we doing anything to assure that it is?
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The second major request Paul presents to God on behalf of the Colossians is this ...
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II. That they “may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way” — verses 10~14
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This is a familiar pattern we can find in the New Testament (NT). How we live is based on our knowledge
of God and our understanding of His will.
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Yes, dear brethren in Christ, the objective of being so full with the knowledge of God’s will is for us to
live our lives in a manner “worthy of the Lord”. It’s the same idea when Paul tells the Ephesian believers
to “live a life worthy of the calling you have received” (Ephesians 3:1).
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The Lord we serve, and the calling we have received, is certainly a "worthy" one! Our conduct should be
one to honor Christ, not shame Him! Stated positively, we have been saved to live in the newness of life
in Him, one that pleases Him.
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There is conduct which displeases Christ. He condemns hypocrisy and disobedience.
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Luke 6:46 - “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,” and do not do what I say?
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But conduct coming from one who is first filled with the knowledge of God's will is more likely to fully
please Him! How does this “life worthy of the Lord” look like?
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A. It’s a life that is fruitful in God (v.10)
A. HERDLETEERSANETHS (108i)

10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work...
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The NLT version renders it this way: “your lives will produce every kind of good fruit”. Not just "one",
but "every" good fruit/work.
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Ephesians 2:10 - For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.
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Matthew 5:16 - In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven.
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Are we being fruitful?
-bIEEZRATHSTLEIN?

B. It is a life that is “growing in the knowledge of God” (v.10).
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We need to grow in the knowledge of God HIMSELF, not just His will.
F-BE, #HROCETET T R IBFZHAZEICI>THRT DB ENHYFET,



2 Peter 3:18 - But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory
both now and forever! Amen.
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How can one truly know God? Well, God’s wonderful creation is accessible to us and for our senses to
enjoy.
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Psalm 19:1 - The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
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Romans 1:20 - For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without
excuse.
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Not only is God’s wonderful creation accessible to us, He has also given us the written word, the Bible.
God’s revelation of Himself to us is recorded in every page of the Bible. Ultimately, we can know God
through His Son, Jesus Christ.
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Hebrews 1:1~3 - In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in
various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the
exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
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Colossians 2:9 - For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,
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Are we daily increasing in this knowledge of God?
F=-BIXAR. COHDMBERDO TS TLLIN,

C. It is a life that draws strength from God
C. ML NEB/HINETHS,

“Being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might” (v.11)
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God wants us to be strong as we live for Him. His power is available to us.
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2 Timothy 1:7 - For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and
self-discipline.
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Paul testifies of God’s powerful work in his own life.
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Philippians 4:13 - I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
TEVE ANDFHR] 4:13
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Specifically, Paul’s prayer for “strength” for the Colossian believers is for the purpose that they “may
have great endurance and patience” (v.11). He knows that the Christian life includes many trials. Strength
is needed so that even as we experience trials in this life, we may do so with joyful perseverance!
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Are we experiencing this strength which God gives to those who do His will?
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D. It is a life that is ever grateful to God (vv.12~14)
D. #HRICRHL DT D AETH D (12-1480)

12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy
people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he loves,14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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(MRYAA~DFHKI1:12~1450)

Christians should always have the "attitude of gratitude". In this passage, the apostle Paul mentions
several reasons why we should be thankful to God.
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God “has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light” (v.12);
Fr . ADEICTIESLLMERTERA . FA-BZZIITEDITAIHLNEEL T ZE o= R G5, LD
LRBTEFET K12, (128)

God “has rescued us from the dominion of darkness” (v.13a); and,
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God has “brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves” (v.13b).
BYDHVEYFFIAMDIXEDHEITHBLTESVELT =, (135)
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In Christ, “we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (v.14).
COMEDFIE. TBROMEVNSREZEILST, Fat=bZ BRSO TZEY | $RTOFEEML TZEo1=
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Are we ever giving thanks to the Father for these wonderful blessings?
NoDRBESLWEHERGEHMRICEBFLODFTLEIMN?

Conclusion/Application

The Apostle Paul’s prayer for the Colossian believers is instructive. He showed us how his prayers
reflected his priorities. He offered a prayer that seeks to discern God’s will; a prayer that motivates one to
live his life in order to please God.
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May this prayer of Paul be one that we plead for ourselves, for our fellow believers and one that we desire for
all of us.
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