Hymn No. 89

Growing up there were 2 things | enjoyed when it came to church. First, | loved the hymns
we would sing. There were 205 hymns in my school hymn book and | knew most of them
by heart. 25 years later, | still remember most of them. Second, | liked reading the Bible.
Now, in case you are beginning to picture me as a good, Christian boy, then sadly you’re
mistaken. | was rotten to the core. The only reason | looked forward to reading the Bible is
because the sermon was always so boring and if we slept or talked, we’d get in trouble!
So, even though I'd read the Bible from cover to cover 3~4 times a year, nothing really
entered my head!
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And so based on my childhood experiences, | find it quite ironic that I'm standing up here
giving the sermon for the 2nd time in 5 weeks. Pastor Joseph sure has a good sense of
humor. And, for those of you on your phones right now, don’t worry, | get it!
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Anyway, as | thought about what to share with you today, | found my inspiration in one of
the hymns | loved singing.
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This is the story of Joseph. Joseph was born on Sept. 10, 1819, in Ireland. His parents had
the financial means to afford a wonderful educational opportunity for their son. He was
enrolled in Trinity College in Dublin where he graduated with a bachelor's degree.
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Good family, good boy, good prospects, everything in life was looking up for him. The
Good days!
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Are you experiencing the good days in your life now? Are you satisfied and happy with
your studies, your job, your family situation, your financial situation, your spiritual condition,
your health. If you are, I'm genuinely happy for you and pray that you will continue to offer
your thanks to God for the good times.
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Coming back to Joseph. In this young man, Ireland had the prospect of a great citizen
with high ideals and notable aspirations. He fell in love with a young lady who was eager to
spend her life with him.
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The Good days get better, the air smells sweeter, the excitement grows. Think of that big
scholarship waiting for you, the upcoming engagement or marriage, that big business deal,
the big bonus, the new house, the new car. You know that feeling don’t you? When you are
too excited to sleep at night and want the days to just go by fast.
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However, on the day before their wedding Joseph's fiancé fell from her horse, while
crossing a bridge and drowned in the water below. Joseph stood helplessly watching from
the other side.
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In one instant, everything he was looking forward to was gone. The bubble burst, the
excitement gone, the hope and the happiness turned to despair and grief. | hope none of
us have experienced or will ever experience the exact circumstances of Joseph'’s grief, but
I’'m sure we have experienced similar circumstances. Some of us might be in the midst of
such a situation right now. What do we do about it? What do you do when the walls come
crumbling down?
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As Christians, our first response is to turn to God. | mean that’s what it should be. But let’s
be honest, God doesn’t always answer us in the time frame that we wish or expect. Then,
what do we do? Do we keep turning to God and allowing him to work in our lives or do we
turn the other way and give up on God?
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| can’t tell you the number of times | have found myself in that very same situation. |
constantly struggle with trying to take things into my own hands. And when | try to do that,
the doubts creep him, the temptations crawl out and the miry clay gets thicker and deeper.
Thankfully, | sense the dark side and quickly turn my face back to God and decide to keep
the faith. It's not easy, it never has been and it never will be. But it's not just the best
option, it is the only option.
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Back to Joseph! In an effort to overcome his sorrow, he set out on a journey without any
real purpose and landed up in Port Hope, Canada. He became highly regarded by the
people of that area. He tutored some of the local children in their school work. It was there
he met a wonderful young lady, Elisa Roche, and again fell in love. They had exciting plans
to be married.
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He had turned it around. The tide was changing and things were looking up. His despair
had turned to hope and his sorrow to joy. Surely, the good times were going to last this
time round. ‘Thank you God for answering my prayers and restoring my life’, he thought to
himself.
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However, tragedy reared its ugly head once again and Elisa died of pneumonia before
they could wed.
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Joseph must have been shattered! It surely was his moment to give up. Who wouldn’t?
But Joseph decided to go on.
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2 Corinthians 12:9-10

9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’'s power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.
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So Jospeh continued to labor in Port Hope among the impoverished widows and sick
people. He often served for no wages and even shared his clothes with those less
fortunate than himself. "That's Joseph! He wouldn't cut wood for you because you can
afford to hire him. He only cuts wood for those who don't have money enough to pay." That
seemed to be the philosophy and attitude of Joseph. He had a sincere desire to help those
who were truly destitute.
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God was at work in the life of Joseph. Despite his many tragedies, Joseph was allowing
God to work through him to be a blessing to others. My friends, it's amazing how God
works. | can tell you from experience that just when you think you’re down, when you are
exhausted and worn out, when you think you are too busy and have no room for anything
else, God will use you. And when you answer that call, you will find strength you never
knew you had, you will run where you didn’t even think you could walk.
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Isaiah 40:31

but those who keep waiting for the Lord will renew their strength. Then[a] they’ll soar on
wings like eagles; they’ll run and not grow weary; they’ll walk and not grow tired.”
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On one occasion when Joseph got sick, a friend who was visiting him discovered a poem
near his bed and asked who had written it. Joseph replied, "The Lord and | did it between
us."
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He thought the poem would, perhaps, bring some spiritual comfort to his Mom, who still
lived in Ireland. Joseph had not intended that anyone else should see it.
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Many of us here have family overseas. Are we concerned about their welfare? I'm sure we
are. Many of us provide financial support for them, some of us provide mental and
emotional support. But what about their spiritual needs? Are we helping them along in their
faith? Are we taking the Good news we receive here at MIC and are willing to share it with
them? How many of us are bold enough to share the Gospel with them? Friends, It's not
enough for us to just fill ourselves.
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Matthew 5:14-16

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
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2 Timothy 4:5
5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist,
discharge all the duties of your ministry.
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On Aug. 10, 1886, Joseph’s body was pulled from a river in Ontario. A monument has
been erected in his honor. On the monument is engraved the poem he wrote for his
mother. Hymn No. 89
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What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry, Everything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry, Everything to God in prayer.
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Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful, Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Are we weak and heavy-laden, Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, Thou wilt find a solace there.
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You see, Joseph knew all along who to turn to. When tragedy struck, Joseph had an ally,
Joseph had a friend. And Joseph’s friend is our friend too.
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No matter what the circumstances in your life might be, no matter the pain, no matter the
hurt, no matter the tragedy, no matter the despair, take it all to Jesus in prayer.
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When we fail to do that, we experience needless pain and we forfeit peace.
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