Philip Brewer Minoh International Church September 25, 2022

Three Life-changing Invitations A% Z X 3 =2NDF =

Introduction:

Good morning! It’s great to see each and every one of you here today. We’ve come today from
different places and circumstances, but we’ve all come to the place we need to be most: before
God and with his people. | trust that God will meet with us as we gather in Jesus’ name and open
his word.
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| want to start our time together today with a question. And that question is:
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Have you ever received an invitation that changed your life?
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o Maybe it was an opportunity to do something; to go somewhere on a trip; to meet someone;
or be part of something that changed the course of your life. Maybe it was an invitation to
study or work somewhere; a job opportunity; a wedding invitation; a marriage proposal(?!);
perhaps it was an invitation to coffee or dinner that led to an important new relationship or
insight.
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o We receive many invitations throughout the course of our lives. Often times we don’t recognize

them right away, but when we look back a year, five years, or ten years later we realize, “Wow.
My life wouldn’t be the same if | hadn’t been given that chance.”
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o There are a number of these invitations as | look back on my own life, but one that stands out
to me was the invitation to serve in Japan as | was getting ready to graduate from university.

o MOANAEZIRYV B> THZE, ZDXIBFZ IO DY 325, FrICTHIRICHK
2 TWBDIE, REFFELPEZ T RAC, HR~DEZIITSFw2iH o722 LT
ER

= | had a heart for Japan through a childhood friend that had lived in my hometown.
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= We grew up together going to school and playing basketball together. When | became a
Christian in high school, this Japanese friend was one of the first people | wanted to



share Christ with. God gave me a heart for Japan through him and | later had the
opportunity to visit Japan on a mission trip as an undergrad, but | didn’t have any
intention of going back.
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Yet, as my university graduation was drawing near, there was an unsettledness in my
heart about the options | was considering and the course | was on. God convicted me of
my need to surrender my plans to him, and after doing so, for a reason | couldn’t fully

explain, thoughts of Japan came back to mind as | asked God to lead me in his plans for
my future.
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Then the invitation came: We’re putting together a team to go to Japan for a year to

share Christ with college students and serve them with his love. Would you be
interested?
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My first response was, “No.” | wasn’t interested in leaving the U.S. or my family; | didn’t
want to go, but | couldn’t shake the sense that for some reason God was telling me to

go.
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| reluctantly said yes. “After all it’s just for a year, right?” | thought to myself. And so |
came. After coming, | discovered that God knew what he was doing. | loved working

with students in Japan and it filled me with joy to share Christ with those who had never
heard of him.
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One year became two. | saw the immense need here and felt burdened to keep going. |
came back long term; married my amazing wife. Now two years is coming up on twenty

and how thankful | am for that unexpected invitation that altered the trajectory of my
life.
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e Aninvitation can change our lives. An invitation can transform us into new people.
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e The Bible is full of invitations. In the gospels we see Jesus extending life-changing invitations to
people of every walk of life and inviting them to respond.
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e Today we want to look at three life-changing invitations that Jesus extends to each of us. These
invitations transform us and they transform others through us. These invitations are the heart of
our lives as Christians and the heart of our mission as the body of Christ. Today | want to open up
the gospel of Matthew and look together at what these invitations are and how God might be
challenging us to respond to them.
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@ The first invitation is found in Matthew 4:19, where Jesus says, “Come, follow me.” [WIN]
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Let’s read Matthew 4:17-20. “17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is near." 18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter
and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 "Come, follow
me," Jesus said, "and | will make you fishers of men." 20 At once they left their nets and followed him.”
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A. This is the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. He begins to preach saying, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is near.”
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i. Asthe long-awaited messiah, or savior, prophesied in the Jewish scriptures, Jesus’ entrance into
our world as the Son of God was a breakthrough of the kingdom of heaven into our fallen
world.
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ii. Jesus begins his ministry by clearing stating two requirements for admittance into God’s
kingdom:
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a. Thefirstis repentance: turning away from our lives of sin and turning back to God in humble
reliance on him.
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b. The second is faith. This same passage in Mark 1:15 reads, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
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iii. From the start of his ministry Jesus is proclaiming this gospel or good news of salvation in his

name. He calls people to repent of their sins and put their faith in Him as their all-sufficient

Savior, which he would later accomplish by dying on the cross for our sins and rising from the
dead.
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B. Next, we see Jesus turn his attention to two brothers: Simon Peter and Andrew. They heard Jesus

preach near where they were working and he calls out to them, “Follow, me.” What kind of
invitation was this?
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i. This wasn’t just a literal invitation to follow Jesus around or play follow the leader(!).
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ii. He was inviting them into a personal relationship with himself, to turn from their sin and trust
Him.
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iii. Can you imagine what this day must have been like for them? Can you imagine the two brothers

a few years later sitting down and recalling this moment? What a life-changing day for them!
They would never be the same again after meeting the Savior and beginning to follow him.
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This is Jesus’ call to us, “Follow me.” This is why he came to our world as a helpless baby, why he
died on the cross despite no wrongdoing of his own for our sins; why he rose from the dead,
conquering sin and death: so that we could be in relationship with him; for our SALVATION.
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This is Jesus’ open invitation to each of us, “Come, follow me. Come be forgiven; come be restored;

come be set free; come experience the real, eternal life that is found only in me.” There is no
greater invitation we could ever receive than to be in relationship with Him.
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Have you responded to this invitation?
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i. | know many of you have. Do you remember where you were? What was going on in your life?
How believing in Jesus and following him changed your life?
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ii. I'was 15. And | saw the reality of a relationship with Jesus through the lives of two friends who
exuded joy and life. Somehow, | knew that had a relationship with God that | did not. Their
example gave me a desire to know Jesus personally and begin following him. It led to a new
interest in God’s word and prayer and a growing understanding that my life wasn’t primarily

about what | did or achieved, but about knowing this amazing Savior; loving him and loving
others around me with his love. My life would never be the same.

FAF 15 TL7z, BERE VDL ERLIEE ADODKADEZBEL T, f AL D
HoOBBEREI L, E50obdrfhicit, oAz uitts oBR%EZE - <
WBZ B o-DTY, MO OEHICX > T, FAXEANICA ZAFEEHMD, 4=
RIS THTE W E B XSV E Lz, oz iFeh ~oB b2 5

N, ZL T, BHODOANEIZED % Lz, MERLEFZ2TlRARL, 20BN



FHAEZHY, HEFEL, HOBTHVOANA R ET L0 bHEETs L1
Y E L7, 2o DD NERLIATE Z2ES DI L,

iii. Perhaps some of you here have not yet responded to this invitation. Jesus won’t force you, but
he longs for you to come to Him; he longs for you to come home and to be in relationship with
him. All you have to do is recognize your sin and need for forgiveness, and believe, putting your
trust in him as your Savior. He can change your life too.
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T “Come, follow me.” This is the first life-changing invitation that Jesus gives us, and the second
builds upon it.

[zl onTHREI ] , ThE,. A ZZAERFAHICE 2T NEEE 2 2RO
XTHY, 2BHOBX Iz D LicErNT T,

@ lJesus’ second invitation to us is, “Come, learn from me.” [BUILD]
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A. Jesus is not interested in followers in the sense that we use followers today. Many of us use
Facebook, Instagram or some other social networking site. We become “friends” with people and
“follow” them, but usually in a distant, superficial, unengaged way. This is not Jesus’ image of
following. He calls us to follow him so that we can know him intimately, to learn from him and to
become like him.
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B. In Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus says, 28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will

give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."
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i. Jesus followers are often called “disciples” in the Bible. The most basic definition of the word
disciple is "one who follows another for the purpose of learning." To be a disciple of Jesus is to
learn from him.
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ii. Here, in this passage, we see Jesus inviting people to lay down the burdens and cares of this

world; to experience his peace and rest (Don’t we desire that?) by learning from him, from his
character; his gentleness and humility.
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iii. This is what the twelve disciples were doing as they lived and ministered with Jesus for three
plus years: learning from him. It's what we are doing as we follow Jesus in our daily lives:
learning from his character; learning his heart & values; learning how he interacts with and
responds to various people and situations; learning his love, patience, compassion,
righteousness, joy, honesty, holiness, etc... and being transformed into his likeness from the
inside out.
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C. Aswe read a little further into Matthew’s gospel, we realize that learning from Jesus also includes
some very difficult, sometimes painful, yet very necessary lessons. In Matthew 16:24-25 we read,
“24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take

up his cross and follow me.25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for me will find it.”
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i. As his disciples, Jesus is our ultimate model and the one we seek to emulate. We deny ourselves
and pick up our cross because our Savior denied himself and picked up THE cross. Through his
example we learn:
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a. What it means to love sacrificially
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b. What it means to trust and submit to our Heavenly Father, even when he asks us to do
something we would rather not, or leads us somewhere we would rather avoid.
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ii. Following Jesus and learning from him is not always easy, but it is always worth it. He promises
us that as we deny ourselves and follow him, as we learn from and imitate him, we will find the
REAL, Abundant, Eternal life that is found only in him. “Come learn from me.”
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D. Butit’s impossible for us to learn from someone we don’t spend time with. We learn the most from
the people we spend the most time with; the people we enjoy being with and seek out with our

guestions, confusion and concerns. So how do we learn from Jesus today? We have to spend time
with him. What does that look like? Allow me to make a few brief suggestions.
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i. Thatis why we gather here each Sunday morning: to worship him and to learn from him
together through his word, the Bible. This is why the scriptures say don’t give up meeting

together. God has given us each other as brothers and sisters and Christ to learn and grow as
his followers. But once a week is nowhere near enough.
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ii. How often do you text your best friend? How often do you talk to your spouse? How often does
a child spend time with its mother? If our relationship with Jesus is the most important one we
have, and the one that informs every other relationship we have, then we need regular, daily
time with Him. There is no substitute for spending daily time with Jesus in his Word and prayer.
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iii. There are many different ways to do this. It might be using a devotional guide or application. It
could be reading a chapter of scripture each day or trying to read through the Bible in a year. If
this isn’t part of your daily schedule or you aren’t sure where to start ask someone here at
church how they spend time with God each day.
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iv. Set a time and place that you want to dedicate to meeting with God. Some of you have
incredibly busy, demanding schedules. Maybe this is reading on the train during your morning
commute or including a short reading time at lunch. Even just five minutes can help orient your

heart toward the Lord and give Him time to speak into your life. Something is infinitely better
than nothing!
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v. Beginning to spend time with Jesus each day in his word transformed my life as a Christian.
Opening God’s word and learning from Jesus changes us!
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vi. Let’s remember that spending time with Jesus, is not a duty, it is our greatest privilege. The king
of the universe is ready to meet with us whenever we come to him. He’s waiting for us, saying,

“come sit with me; talk with me; live your day with me; learn from me. | have so many things |
want to show you; so many things | want to teach you.” How are you responding?
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T Come follow me. Come learn from me. Jesus hinted at the last invitation when he called out to
Peter and Andrew and told them he would make them fishers of men.
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® Jesus’ last life-changing invitation is: “Come, join me.” [Send]
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A. Let’s read Matthew 28:18-20. “18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me.19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,20 and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age."
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Jesus essentially says, “Come join me in the work that | came to earth to start and make
possible. You have followed me; you have learned from me and now | am sending YOU! Go
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. The primary verb in this passage is “make disciples.” This is the primary focus of what Jesus is

inviting us to join him in. It is the process of us extending to others the same three life-changing

invitations that we ourselves have received and inviting them to respond. Follow him. Learn

from him. Join him. What a privilege!
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a. Thisis us joining Jesus in his ongoing work of seeking and saving the lost. It is us sharing the
grace, love, peace, forgiveness and hope that we have experienced in Christ with others.
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(a) 99% of the people around us do not have a relationship with Jesus. 95% of them have
never heard the gospel. They are waiting to receive the invitation.
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(b) God uses us as messengers, delivering the blessed invitation through our words and

lives. This is what evangelism is, extending the loving invitation of the Savior to others;
We are inviting others to follow Christ, to repent and believe in him.
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b. This is us joining Jesus in helping others know him more and grow to maturity in him. It is
using the time and talents he has given us by his grace to invest in the lives of others. This is

what discipleship is, learning together about what it means to follow Christ and grow in his
likeness. We are inviting others to learn from Christ, to grow in a relationship with him.
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c. Thisis us joining Jesus in praying for the harvest and sending out more laborers. It is us
seeing every aspect of our lives on this earth as a part of his kingdom plan and encouraging
others to do the same. This is what missions is, inviting others to join Christ in his eternal
work, to use all that they have for God’s purposes in this world.
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B. How is Jesus inviting you to join him in his work of making and sending disciples? What passions
and interests has he given you? What gifts has he equipped you with? Is there a need at church or

somewhere around you that he is asking you to get involved in? As we respond to Jesus’ invitation
to join him, we continue to grow ourselves and he uses our lives to transform others.
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C. Ayumu’s Testimony
B (W) CADIEL
i. About ten years ago, | got a call one day from a student named Ayumu who said he was

interested in attending the weekly student meeting of the student ministry, Campus Crusade
for Christ, that | serve with.
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Ayumu grew up in a Christian home, but only went to church in junior high and high school
because his parents made him.
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Now he was a sophomore in college. He was free. He did what he wanted. He was having a
blast. But he was also empty inside and ashamed of some of the things he was doing. He knew
about following Christ, but he was not experiencing intimacy with him.
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He snuck in quietly from another late night out and found his parents at the kitchen table,
praying for him. He knew then that he was on the wrong path and that something had to
change.
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He sensed Jesus inviting him to come home and he started coming to our student gatherings.

One of our staff took him under his wing and began to mentor him, inviting him to follow Jesus
and learn from him.
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God was working in his heart, and as Ayumu responded to Jesus’ invitation he began to

experience the joy and peace he had been missing and a new sense of purpose for his life. You
could see him growing and becoming more like Jesus.
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He began sharing about Jesus with his friends and classmates and encouraging younger
Christian students in their walk with God.
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.After graduating, God led Ayumu to serve on our staff with Campus Crusade with Christ full-

time. He continues to joyously share the life-changing invitations of Jesus with those around
him: students, others in his church and community and his beautiful young family.
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T Joining Jesus in his work and extending these invitations to others is the heart of our call as
Christians. It’s one generation of believers responding in simple faith to the invitations of Jesus and
offering them by faith to the next. One person to the next; one family to the next; one people
group to the next; one generation to the next; until all the world has heard. Go and make disciples
of all nations. A life-changing invitation.
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Closing:
e Jesus came to extend these three life-changing invitations to each of us: Come, follow me. Come,

learn from me. Come, join me.
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e We didn’t do anything to earn them; he offers them to us freely by his love and grace.
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e But the thing about an invitation is, there needs to be a response. We have a choice to politely
decline or to willingly accept.
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e What invitation is Jesus extending to you? How will you respond?
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e There will always be questions and unknowns; fears and uncertainties. Jesus knows and he will
help. But when we respond to his invitation, our lives are transformed. And God will transform
others through us.
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e [t is my prayer for myself and our family, for all of you and for us as a church at MIC that we would,
by God’s grace, continue to respond to Jesus’ invitation to us.

o FADOHT YV IX. AHECROEKE, = L CEAERHS L L A28 0MROERIC X
D, f T ZAFEOF XL AHITOND X HICE VI bDTT,

e That we would continue to follow him, learn from him and join him in his kingdom work: Loving
God, making disciples, blessing all. You’re invited! Amen.
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