MIC Worship Service —2022.10.02
Title: “Insight Into the Minister’s Life”
Text: Colossians 1:24~29, NIV
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Now | rejoice in what | am suffering for you, and | fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s
afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. | have become its servant by the commission God gave me to
present to you the word of God in its fullness— ?°the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is
now disclosed to the Lord’s people.”’ To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

% e is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone
fully mature in Christ. % To this end | strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.
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Introduction

I’'ve been asked several times in my Christian ministry about what a Pastor’s work entails. Is it only preaching on Sundays
and nothing more? Some even assumed that preachers do nothing throughout the week.
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Today, | won’t give you a detailed accounting of my workweek. Instead, what we’re going to do is to discover Paul’s insight
into how he viewed his work as a minister of Christ’s gospel. And by extension, we can have insight into the life and work
of a Christian minister.
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| believe this passage can be of value to both preachers, pastors or ministers and to all believers. In the first instance, it’s
beneficial for the ministers of the gospel in clarifying how to view themselves and the work they are to perform. On the
other hand, it is also beneficial to all Christian believers to give them a better understanding of the minister’s life and work,
and how to fairly evaluate them. Unwarranted expectations can be avoided and hopefully to evoke some sympathy or
understanding.
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Hebrews 13:7 — Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and
imitate their faith.
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With that in mind, we notice first of all that...
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I. The minister’s attitude is one of JOY — verse 24

#Now I rejoice in what | am suffering for you, and | fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for
the sake of his body, which is the church.
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The Apostle Paul found joy in suffering for the sake of the believers, the body of Christ also known as the Church. And he
suffered a lot! He wrote about it in his epistle to the Corinthians.
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2 Corinthians 11:23~29 - # Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) | am more. | have worked
much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and
again. * Five times | received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Z Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was
pelted with stones, three times | was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a day in the open sea, *° | have been constantly on
the move. | have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from
Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. %’ | have
labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; | have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without
food; | have been cold and naked. ? Besides everything else, | face daily the pressure of my concern for all the
churches. % Who is weak, and | do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and | do not inwardly burn?
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ILLUSTRATION: | wonder what the Apostle Paul would say to contemporary pastors? About what we consider as sufferings?
Because according to a recent Barna poll in the U.S., 42% of pastors have seriously thought about quitting ministry in the
last year. That number has risen significantly, jumping from 29% to 42% in just 18 months. And remember, that doesn’t
include the pastors who actually quit. According to the survey, pastors cite the following reasons as the main drivers
behind their desire to exit:
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The immense stress of the job (56%)

Feeling lonely and isolated (43%)

Current political divisions (38%)

Unhappy with the effect this role has had on their family (29%) (tie)
Not optimistic about the future of my church (29%) (tie)

6. My vision for the church conflicts with the church’s direction (29%) (tie)
[SOURCE: “Why Many Pastors Are Ready to Quit”

By Carey Nieuwhof — OUTREACH MAGAZINE, August 11, 2022]
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In contrast, Paul joyfully suffered for the sake of Christ and for the believers. Very solemnly he declared...
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Philippians 2:17~18 - 7 But even if | am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your
faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. *2 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me.
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Remember, at the very time Paul wrote the epistles to the Colossians and to the Philippians, he was suffering as a prisoner
at Rome in service to Christ and to them!

Why was Paul so steadfast in suffering and being joyful at that? We can find at least two (2) possible reasons:
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1. One reason is given in this passage: “I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church” (v.24).
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This doesn’t mean that there was anything lacking in the atoning work of Christ on the Cross! (cf. Col. 2:14; He. 10:12,14).
In fact, this word “afflictions” is never used for the suffering of Jesus on the Cross. Many Bible teachers see this as a
reference to the afflictions Jesus endured in ministry. Therefore, Paul speaks, of those ministerial sufferings which he bears
because he represents Jesus Christ.
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2. Paul gives the 2" reason why he suffered joyfully for his brethren: He was acting like a parent to his children in the
ministry.
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2 Corinthians 12:14~15 - ¥ Now | am ready to visit you for the third time, and | will not be a burden to you, because what |
want is not your possessions but you. After all, children should not have to save up for their parents, but parents for their
children. *> So I will very gladly spend for you everything | have and expend myself as well. If | love you more, will you love
me less?
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Children are the parents
believers.

glory and joy", and the parents will gladly sacrifice for their children! This is how Paul viewed the
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1 Thessalonians 2:19~20 - * For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord
Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? % Indeed, you are our glory and joy.
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Philippians 4:1 - Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, dear friends!
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APPLICATION: Paul as a minister exemplified JOY even in sufferings for the sake of Christ and His church. How about us?
Are we willing to share in the afflictions of Christ? Are we also willing to suffer gladly for our brethren? Do we consider our
brothers and sisters as a source of great glory and joy? Are we willing to joyfully invest time, energy, even "blood, sweat
and tears" in serving them?
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1 John 3:16 - This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for
our brothers and sisters.
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Il. The minister’s role is one of SERVANTHOOD - verses 25~27

% | have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness— *the
mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.’” To them God has
chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
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The word "servant” is diakonos in the original Greek, and means "one who executes the commands of another, especially
of a master; an attendant; a minister". Paul viewed himself as a servant and he also introduced other Christian ministers in
the same way. For example:
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1 Corinthians 3:5~7 - > What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as
the Lord has assigned to each his task. °| planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow.’So
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.
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Servanthood requires faithful stewardship. He had received a "commission” from God. The original word used is
oikonomian, the same root word for economy, it means "the management of a household or of household affairs;
specifically, the management, oversight, administration, of other's property"..
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Paul had been entrusted with the gospel of Jesus Christ! Which is called in this passage a "mystery", for it had been “kept
hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people” (v.26). What is this "mystery"? Paul said, it is
“Christ in you, the hope of glory"” (v.27). Paul considered it his duty as a steward to faithfully share that gospel to the
nations (among the Gentiles).
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APPLICATION: We are also servants of God entrusted with the gospel message. We must be faithful in sharing them to
others. Whether or not we view ourselves this way, it is how GOD views us, and we will be judged by how we have served
as stewards (See Matthew 25:14~30).
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lll. The minister’s goal is one of MATURITY — verses 28~29
Z e [Christ] is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present
everyone fully mature in Christ. *° To this end | strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.
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Paul was a purposeful man. The focus of his preaching was Christ. He didn’t preach himself, or his opinions, or even lots
and lots of entertaining stories. He preached Jesus.
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Paul’s ministry goal was to “present everyone fully mature in Christ”. He was not out just to preach, just to make converts.
He wanted to bring people to maturity in Christ, and not to dependence upon himself. In fact, the aim of this epistle, and,
indeed, of all apostolic work is admonishing and teaching every person toward the realization of maturity in Christ. He
wanted to make mature disciples, who had become complete in Christ.
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Verse 29 says, “To this end | strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.”

298I TCDE=OHIZ FhBFE=. BT DI5ITHEEBLFIAD AIZE>T. FHELGALGERLTNET . 1EE
MTULET,

Paul’s work was empowered by God’s mighty strength. He was infused with Christ’s energy. But God’s strength in Paul’s life
didn’t mean that he did nothing. He worked hard according to His working. The word ‘“contend’ [striving], whose root can
mean ‘to compete in the games’, carries the idea of athletic contest: Paul does not go about his work half-heartedly. He
gave his all for the cause of Christ.
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Conclusion/Application

To conclude today’s message and to apply these truths into our lives, I’d like to ask you some soul-searching questions:
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® Are we concerned about whether or not our brethren and others are being presented "mature in Christ"?
e Are we willing to invest the effort, the resources and the emotion necessary to reach this goal?
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If so, consider ourselves as Paul viewed himself. We are servants and stewards of Christ’s gospel. Moreover, consider our
suffering for our brethren a great privilege and source of joy.
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Let's think on these things, and consider what we can be doing to "present every man mature in Christ Jesus".
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