MIC Worship Service — 2022.10.09 (Missions Month)
Title: “The Agony of Missionary Work”
Text: Colossians 2:1~5, NIV

IE2UEBDEHK]
EEER 2O A ANDFMR2E1~58 (FHLR)

| want you to know how hard | am contending for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all
who have not met me personally.? My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in
love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, ®in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. *1 tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. ° For
though | am absent from you in body, | am present with you in spirit and delight to see how
disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.
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Introduction

The Apostle Paul is an excellent example of a missionary. The Book of Acts tells us of his
journeys and his experiences. Among other things, we know of course, that missionary work is
hard work. It's agonizing. The Epistle to the Colossians adds more insights into his perspective
about the ministry that God had assigned him to do.
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Paul’s ministry serves as the topic of the paragraph — specifically, his struggle on behalf of the
Colossian and Laodicean church. In the previous verse, 1:29, Paul says that he
“strenuously contend” (agonizomenos) and then repeats it in 2:1 by saying “how hard | am
contending” (agona). Yes, you got it right. This is where we derive the English word for agony.
In other words he was saying, “/ want you to know | am working very hard for you.”

COBERTOEEIL. /A VADEEFHDONTTY, EAMIZIE. a0V A LA TETDEED
EOIZNIANERELTLSRFAENMNTNEY, AT, 1F2981 T/ v 0O(E, NHLLES1EES
BROI7IZVA/RJEVSEEZRAVTVET . 2E18ITIE, RAAEARITERL TS &L
SERDI7IFIEWSIEEZBRYBLTVET,

L. BSABLBERNYEERWFET N, ThAREFED[agony/ 7 =—] [EFRHIEWSIBEEDFEIRT
9, DFY . /N YOKIZT. [FAD. HE-DE=OIZ—EBEGEILTNDIEEHM>TIZLLY., Z1-T
ZLLY JEE->TLVADTY,

Paul already told us in Colossians 1:28 that his goal is to “present everyone fully mature in
Christ.” Therefore, he works very hard (he agonizes) to help them against a heresy called
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Gnosticism. This teaching claimed that Christ was good but not all sufficient for salvation and
heaven! It claimed that the believers had to obtain ‘special knowledge’ to know God, but Paul
refutes that and he clearly sets forth what's at stake in this short passage we find at the
beginning of chapter 2.
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I. Agonize to protect the faith and to encourage the hearts of the saints (2:1~2a)
' | want you to know how hard I am contending for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all

who have not met me personally.? My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and
united in love...
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Paul was agonizing over the heresy that was being preached and taught in the two (2) cities of
Colossae & Laodicea. Paul wanted to get there in person to speak the truth; to let them hear it
from him. He felt a personal responsibility to counter this heresy head on and in person, but had
not had the opportunity.
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But Paul was not simply agonizing over something and doing nothing about it. He may be
referring here to the spiritual work of prayer or perhaps the work of instructing them by means
of his letter to them. Paul was fighting this heresy with his pen. He was writing to these
churches and encouraging them and teaching them the way of Christ. He wanted to protect
them and to keep them united in faith and heart.
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It was this striving for the sake of the believers that compelled the heart of Paul. His heart that’s
filled with compassion for the lost and for the family of God.
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APPLICATION: As believers this is what our hearts should show in our lives! We should have
this same agon, this same struggle, this same striving for the lost souls of those around us!
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Even for those we will never see, our prayer and striving should be for the advancement of the
Gospel and the growth of the kingdom.
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Here’s an idea: This can be realized in our lives today through our giving to the missions
offerings. It can also be realized by our willingness to go on mission trips and share Christ with
those we do not know... and may never see again! Whoever wants to serve Christ as He has
called us to serve, we must first have a great agony for the lost of this world! We also need to
encourage one another to build up our faith and be united in heart.

BEAIINEOTIF BEZLITAILIE. EHEEIZHFML, D EHKEN-LIRZERITIZITOTY
BICEITKHTEIRTHIENTELTLLD, FlE. FA-BA BoEATEERITICHAE, B
DHRBIEVWATZEO ZEERITEDEVWALLICF)RAMIRA D EICEOTHERTHENT
EFHDTY  FURMIBINTFZ&IIT FURMIMERAZVWERBSANFHETE. FTOHD ., kbt
A=BDEHICKELGENREFHTNIELEYERA, ZLT. EVNIHELESTEMES D, bE
—DITLTULD G TN IEESENDTY ,

Il. The agony of keeping Christ at the center of the gospel and in our fellowship (2:2b-3)
... ®s0 that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, *in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.
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As Christians, it is a given that the closer we draw to Christ the closer Christ draws to us. As a
result, the more effective we are as witnesses for Christ and the bolder we become in sharing
the love of Christ with the world around us...
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R. Kent Hughes (on our view of Christ): “...what you think about Christ, your conception of Him,
is everything. If you believe in Jesus Christ, that He is eternal, without beginning or end, that He
is always continuing; if you believe that He is Creator of everything, every cosmic speck across
trillions of light-years of trackless space, the creator of textures and shapes and colors that daily
dazzle our eyes; if you believe that He is the sustainer of all creation, the force which is
presently holding the atoms of your body, your town, this universe together, and that without
Him all would dissolve; if you believe that He is the mystery, the incarnate reconciler who will
one day reconcile the universe and redeem humanity to Himself; if you believe He is the lover of
your soul, who loves you with a love bounded only by His infinite nature; then despite the fact
that life will be full of trouble, nothing much will go wrong. Your vision of Christ will quicken and
shape your life. What you believe about Christ makes all the difference in the world NOW and
eternity...”
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But how does the knowledge of Christ come through our fellowship to those around us? It flows
with the love we have for one another. Like what Jesus taught in John 13:34~35:
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¥ “A new command I give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must

love one another. ** By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you

love one another.”

34 HIET-DITHLLEOZEZELLD EVITEBLEWVGEEWL, bi-LAHE-N-Z2EL
=&, HETDBENIBLEWVGEEN, 35 LLEVDREICEAHLEL. TNITKST
HEEDDBOLOBEFTHAZLE. TRTHOANRDLINDTT, |
This is why Paul writes about the importance of love practically demonstrated in the church (see
v.2). We know that people will never see Christ in our life until we learn to love them as Christ
loved them!
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Paul goes on to speak about “the full riches of complete understanding” (v.2b). There is no
greater learning environment than an atmosphere of love and forgiveness...
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The point for the believer to remember is that when we love God and cling to Christ’s will and
way, we are going to love others into the family.
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lll. The agony of living faithfully as a church (2:4-5)
| tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. ® For though | am
absent from you in body, | am present with you in spirit and delight to see how disciplined you
are and how firm your faith in Christ is.
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Chapter 2:4 explains the intended or expected result of Paul's ministry of hard work for the
church. Paul is working hard “so that no one may deceive” them “by fine-sounding
arguments” (pithanologia). Paul is using his labor among them as a reason that they should
not turn from what they have been taught.
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The reason behind his concern for these churches is the simple fact that Paul did not want them
to fall prey to this heresy that there was some special knowledge and that Christ was not
enough for salvation!
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For the new believer, these Gnostic-type teachers came across like someone who knew what
they were talking about and they could persuade those who were new in the faith to follow their
teaching.
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And this is why Paul stresses the brotherly love to those who were new in the faith. This love
would be a safe space and would help them to band together and stand against the heresy that
was being taught!

ZLT A aMEMEFLIBOENDANLICRBELEAL-DOE. RmORENMALE
FOEHIE2EDTY . TDEN, RELGZEMEEYHL, RBEAEBTLIENATE. ZALN
TW-EinDBEBITHLTILEAMNADEILTINI=DTY,

ILLUSTRATION: Have you ever heard the term exvangelicals or exvies? Wikipedia describes
the term Exvangelical as “a social movement of people who have left evangelicalism,
especially white evangelical churches in the United States, for atheism, agnosticism,
progressive Christianity, or any other religious belief or lack thereof. The hashtag #exvangelical
was coined by Blake Chastain in 2016 to make "a safe space for people to find solidarity with
others who have gone through similar experiences."
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The Exvangelical movement is disseminated largely via podcasts. If some believer did not feel
loved or did not believe that he or she fit in, the clever and persuasive arguments of false
teachers would win them over because they had no one to help them refute the false doctrine
being taught!
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This is something we must guard against in the church even today. We are called by God to
love one another, not just for love’s sake, but as a practical matter to keep all believers into the
fellowship. To make all feel welcome and help them to see the difference between true and false
teachings.
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When we do not take care of our own, Satan is there to scoop them up and deceive them with
any wind of doctrine that could catch their eyes and ears! This is a sad commentary on the
church today, but it is a fact and we need to get back to loving each other as Christ has
commanded us to love... love like He loves us!
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Paul’s passion for Christ is evident in his agony for these two (2) churches that he hadn’t met. |
pray that our passion for Christ overflows the walls of this building and spills out into our
community and souls are won to Christ!
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Conclusion/Application

What is your passion/agony for the lost like? What is your agony for your fellow believers like?
Is it like that of the Apostle Paul? Christ calls us to love so that the world would know us by our
love and would know the Source of our love!
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