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Introduction
Godfrey Davis wrote a biography about the Duke of Willington. He said, "I found an old account ledger
that showed how the Duke spent his money. It was a far better clue to what he thought was really
important than the reading of his letters or speeches."
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| agree. How we handle money reveals much about the depth of our commitment to Christ. Actually,
there are two (2) ways in which a Christian may view his/her money:

e "How much of my money shall | use for God?"; or,

e "How much of God's money shall | use for myself?"
These two vastly different starting points lead to different results.
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Did you know that Jesus often talked about money? It has been said that one-sixth (1/6) of the gospels,
including one out of every three parables, touches on stewardship. He dealt with money matters
because money matters.
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Now, every church receives some type of tithes (10% of income) or offerings (any amount). Whether it is
through passing a plate or a bag (we did prior to COVID-19 pandemic), or setting a box in the back (in our
case, in front) of the sanctuary, or some other collection method, every church needs funds to operate.
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Not long ago, someone asked me about the important question of how the church uses those funds. It is
important because the church has responsibilities to the congregation, to the surrounding community,
and to God. Let me assure you...
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I. We take seriously our duty to our congregation.
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A. The Jerusalem church, the very first church that launched on the Day of Pentecost, took extraordinary
steps to meet the practical needs of their members.

A RUTFTARTFORICKE LT-UREETHLIZ ALY L AOHDIT., A v \—DEFRRNE
il ooz, WHANT-FEREZM LU £ LT,

Acts 4:33~35 — 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. ** There was not a needy person among them, for as
many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold * and laid
it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
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We find here that the money was brought to the leaders of the church, who were responsible for the
distribution of the money based on need. Food was also being distributed to the widows among them.
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Acts 6:1- “In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews [Jews from
outside Israel and speak Greek] among them complained against the Hebraic Jews [local Jews] because
their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food.”
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They resolved the problem by appointing seven wise and Holy Spirit-filled deacons.
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B. Likewise, the apostles in Jerusalem, in affirming Paul’s ministry among the Gentiles [non-Jews], asked
that he also does charity.
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Galatians 2:10 — “Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing | was eager to do.”
Based on their example, charitable work to benefit the needy within the church should then be part of
every church’s budget.
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It must be noted, however, that the Apostle Paul gave specific guidelines on who should receive aid from
the church and who should depend on another source for their provisions. In other words, the church
should help the needy, but with this caveat:
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1 Timothy 5:3~5 - *Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. * But if a widow has
children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for
their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God. ® The widow
who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to
ask God for help.
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C. Every Christian should endeavor to take care of their family members. It is the proper exercise of
religion that pleases God, otherwise...
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1 Timothy 5:8 & 16 - #Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own
household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

6 If any woman who is a believer has widows in her care, she should continue to help them and not let
the church be burdened with them, so that the church can help those widows who are really in need.
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D. It is noteworthy that various local churches in the first century also took up offerings to help other
churches in need. Specifically, the church in Jerusalem was suffering from persecution and a famine, and
the church in Antioch provided resources to help.
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Acts 11:27~29 - ?’ During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. % One of them,
named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the
entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.)”® The disciples, as each one was able,
decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. ** This they did, sending their gift to
the elders by Barnabas and Saul [a.k.a. Paul].
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Paul later took love gifts from Galatia (1 Corinthians 16:1), Corinth (1 Corinthians 16:3), Macedonia and
Achaia (Romans 15:25~26) to Jerusalem. In doing so, Paul was careful to have accountability. He was
accompanied by representatives from Berea, Thessalonica, Derbe, and the province of Asia as he
administered such finances.
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1 Corinthians 16:3~4 - * Then, when I arrive, | will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and
send them with your gift to Jerusalem. *If it seems advisable for me to go also, they will accompany me.
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Acts 20:4 - He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from
Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia.
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Il. We take seriously our duty to the community.
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A. Blessing all.
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Galatians 6:10 - “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those
who are of the household of faith”.
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This verse sets the priority—God’s family first—but we are also to seek ways to “do good to everyone.”
Our church motto states: “Loving God, Making Disciples, Blessing All”. The last part includes “blessing
all”. It means doing good to everyone. And it necessarily includes outreach to the community.
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ILLUSTRATION: We can do worthwhile projects to support the community like cleaning our surroundings,
organize or support community events (VBS, sports, parenting class, etc.).
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B. And outreach to the community involves evangelism or witnessing for Christ, not just civic
involvement or social action.
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Acts 1:8 — “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
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For example, gospel tract distribution or joining the Christmas presentation at Minoh Station (Sis. Hanna
Morrison will be coordinating our preparation for that with other churches in the city...).
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C. In fact, a healthy church should be sending out missionaries or at least supporting missionaries in
various fields of service. A good example of this church is found in the Book of Acts, the church in
Antioch.
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Acts 13:2~3 - ?While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them.” ® So after they had fasted and prayed, they

placed their hands on them and sent them off.
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A church that loses its outward focus, as evidenced by where it spends its money, is showing signs of
spiritual weakness. Church consultant and author Thom S. Rainer, in his book Autopsy of a Dead Church,
states that one of the symptoms of a dying church is that the percentage of the budget for members’
needs keeps increasing, while the money earmarked for outreach decreases.
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Our church giving is going down recently, but we would like to keep supporting the work of Missions
such as Deaf Ministries International (DMI), campus missionaries and those training for Christian
ministry.
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lll. We take seriously our duty to God.
I1I. 7 bix, H~OBEDEZERICE LTS,
A. Before He ascended to heaven, our Lord Jesus Christ commanded that His Word be preached.
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Matthew 28:19~20 - *° Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,®® and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded
you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
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Likewise, Paul highlighted its importance in making sure all people hear this good news of salvation.
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Romans 10:14 - How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe
in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?
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No wonder, he kept drilling it into his young, pastor-in-training protégé, Timothy.
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2 Timothy 4:2 - Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.
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B. Spreading the gospel is one of the most important aspects of our obedience to God as a church.
Anything that furthers that goal should be given priority, including the allocation of church funds.
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This may sound self-serving, but supporting the pastor financially is part of that goal. | need to say it NOT
primarily to benefit myself, but for everybody’s information, including those who belong to other
churches who may happen to listen to this teaching.
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1 Timothy 5:17~18 - ¥ The elders [ that means, pastors or overseers] who direct the affairs of the church

well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. *® For Scripture
says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain” and “The worker deserves his wages.”
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1 Corinthians 9:11 - If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material
harvest from you?
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ILLUSTRATION: You might remember that we blessed about 20 pastors and their families in the
Philippines last year. We raised funds that started in October and ended in December. With additional
money coming from Sis. Dolores’s church in the U.S. (her brother is a pastor at Iglesia De Dios
Pentecostal, Mi Emanuel, Inc.); we raised almost one million yen JP¥1,000,000 (almost USS$9,000 in last
year’s exchange rate).
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C. You know, I've thought about our church having our own building and not having to rent. | imagine a
place where everyone can enter without any major obstacles (climbing two flights of stairs and no
elevator). It will be accessible to the elderly, the physically handicapped and not to worry about kids
falling or slipping while braving the stairs. It would be nice to have space for cars to park too.
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We should pray for wisdom regarding church’s spending (James 1:5). There is nothing sinful about having
a fine building or nicely kept grounds, but it’s a major consideration that money would be better spent
supporting another missionary or aiding the poorer churches around the world.
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Conclusion/Application

The goal of the church should be to do the work of God in the world. And everything should be done to
the glory of God (1 Corinthians 10:31). The early church “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
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and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42). Perhaps these actions, such as
spreading the Word, fellowshipping with one another, observing communion, and praying, should be our
basic guide to how our church uses the offerings.
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