MIC Worship Service —2022.10.30
Title: “Prayer and Gospel Proclamation”
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Text: Matthew 9:35~38, NIV

% Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. ** When he saw the crowds, he had compassion
on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. ¥ Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. * Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field.”
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Introduction

Kevin Harney, the lead pastor of Shoreline Church in Monterey, California shared about a man of prayer
he knows so well. He wrote:

B TFN=TIMNE P —IZHD aT T4 VBHEDOTFERTHLrE Y « N—=—ff
. R E<HDITDDAIZOVWTEE LTS NE Lz, #HIZZ H5>E VTV ET,

Sherwin begins his day in prayer. Every day, for over 50 years, this man of faith folds his hands,
bows his head and prays for extended periods of time. There are people on his prayer list that he
has prayed for daily for decades.
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His daughter observed his prayer life for all of her childhood and teenage years. She also saw the
power of prayer as many of her father’s prayers were answered. Through the example and
teaching of her father, Sherry learned to seek the face of Jesus in humble prayer.
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Sherwin is my father-in-law, and Sherry is my wife. | have learned to pray through the example
and lessons of these two mighty prayer warriors. My wife went on to write Praying With E
Wide Open, about praying at all times, with passion and Spirit-led engagement. In her book,



Sherry teaches people to watch, notice, pray and see the power of God unleashed as they walk
through a normal day.
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Pastor Kevin also affirmed that it has become clear to them that prayer is a central, essential and
often-missed part of evangelism.
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Here are two (2) simple but useful ideas that we can infuse prayer into the process of sharing our faith
naturally with a non-believer:
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I. Awareness of the needs around you is essential — verses 35~36
I. AVICEPNIEAZBONELMD Z LIXKEITY - 35-368

went through all th wns _and vill teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. * When he saw the crowds, he had

compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
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If we are to do the work of Missions and Evangelism, we need to look at our Lord Jesus Christ as our
Supreme Example. Notice what He did, what He felt and what He said concerning people’s need for
God’s salvation.
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A. “Jesus went through all the towns and villages.” He went where the people were. He went where
they live, work, study, socialize and go about their daily lives. He knew them not only as the Son of God
who knows all things, but as someone who get to experience what people go through in life. His was not
theoretical knowledge but an experiential one as well.
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B. “Jesus went ... teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom.” Teaching
includes giving them knowledge about the God they never knew. He also informed them of their need
which they probably would have never realized on their own. By proclaiming the good news, our Lord
invited the people to enter the kingdom of God and enjoy the blessings of God’s reign, both now and in
the future. That God forgives. He saves. He restores.
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C. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them. A Bible commentator said: “The word which
is used for moved with compassion (splagchnistheis) is the strongest word for pity in the Greek
language...it describes the compassion which moves a man to the deepest depths of his being.” (Barclay)
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APPLICATION:

If we are going to be effective in sharing the good news of Jesus, we must pray through our days with
our eyes wide open like Jesus. When we see pain and brokenness, prayer should be on our hearts and
lips. This prayer often will lead us to action, care and sharing the hope that is found in Jesus. When we
pay attention and we walk prayerfully through a day, we will see injustices, unfairness and suffering. As
we do, the Spirit of God will move us to speak the truth, step in and bring the grace and justice of our
Savior.
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Imagine countless followers of Jesus walking, driving, jogging, flying and moving throughout our world
and praying through their day—praising God, lifting up the broken, confessing personal weaknesses,
praying for revival, asking God for opportunities to share the love and message of Jesus, and seeing the
fruit of these prayers. What might happen in homes, workplaces, school campuses and communities if
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we lived this way? Imagine the power of prayer being unleashed as we disconnect from distracting
devices and tune in to the still, small voice of the Holy Spirit as we move through each day.
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Not only that one must seek awareness of the needs around him to be essential, he must also...
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Il. Engage with people who don’t know Christ through prayer — verses 37~38
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¥ Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. * Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
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A. When Jesus saw the situation, the spiritual condition of the people, He advocated for an
unconventional solution: “Ask the Lord of the harvest.”
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Of course, our Lord Jesus taught His disciples to pray for more workers to be sent out into the harvest
field. But, if we are truly listening to Him, that prayer can be answered if we are just willing. If we want
our prayers to be answered, we must also be willing to be a part of the answer. Why not be one of those
sent out into the harvest field?

bHAHA, TATZRIHFIHIT, WHEDHIZL DfE FREYHESNL LI EMDED
IZHZONE LT, LrL, RAEHBRARLIZFEIZEZMEIT TWD 2 61E, 2O ITRTZHD
BRI ZONIT, BEANDTY, bLALLOFTONEZALND Z 2R b, BehH
HENZEDEAD—EERD LB ERITIRY A, HRTZBINEDLIZED HEih
5= NIZR D D,

B. If you’re one of the willing workers sent out into the field, what will you do?
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| suggest: Consider the importance and effectiveness of praying with those who do not yet embrace the
grace and message of Jesus. It is amazing how many nonbelievers are very open to prayer. Whenever
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someone shares a deep pain or profound joy with you, you can ask, “Would you mind if |1 took a
moment and prayed for you?” The vast majority of people are very open and receptive to these offers.
Though some will say, “No, thank you,” or “That’s not really my thing,” most are quick to say something
like, “Would you really do that for me?”
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Make it a habit, the simple practice of lifting up a brief prayer, in common language, in the beautiful
name of Jesus. If you are sensitive to accept the prompting of the Spirit, you’ll have a warm and
affirming response from a nonbeliever and feel the Lord come near as you lift up a prayer with this
person. Of course, you must do the praying and the nonbeliever participates by quietly listening.
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ILLUSTRATION: A Christian woman named Susie was walking down a city street with her husband looking
for a café to get a cup of coffee. As she passed a large building she saw a young woman sitting on the
stairs, crying. This woman was clearly distraught. Susie whispered to her husband, “I think | should stop.”
She went over and asked, “Are you all right?” The woman said she was fine, but Susie felt led to ask
again. This time the woman opened up. “I am supposed to be at work, but | am having a panic attack.”
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After Susie asked if she could pray for her, the young woman said she would like that. As Susie prayed for
peace and strength in the name of Jesus, she could sense the presence of the Holy Spirit. The young
woman thanked Susie with deep sincerity. Susie then let her know that sometimes she felt anxious and
worried, and when this happened to her, she would always pray to Jesus. She let the woman know that
God loved her and was near, and that she could pray to God in the name of Jesus too.
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Susie had a profound sense that God sent her to share with that young woman. She also was confident
that God was teaching her and ministering to her through that connection and the opportunity to pray
with a person in need who was very open to a touch of a caring person and the Spirit of God.
A ==X, MEEN A EZ OB KL G AN EROTEOILBEDLINT-DE LR KT
TWELE, ZLTHIFZ, B odhod NEBEELE @ﬁam/\u\c:@\%ﬁaﬁ <H->TWDH AL
—HREICHT OB LT, MR EOLMEIZHA, S=A M) =2 LTLKES 2TV LD L
fELTCWE L,
Conclusion/Application
Becoming more like Jesus is not just an experience of a transformed life that conforms to His image and
His character. It is also learning to adapt to a new lifestyle — that of kingdom living. How can we better
integrate our spirituality/Christianity into our daily life than a life of prayer and being led by His Spirit?
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We can learn this quickly. Anyone of us can learn to pray with situational awareness, even when walking
down a busy street. And it is also simple to ask a person, “May I pray for you?” When we do this, and a
person says yes, we can watch as the Holy Spirit of the living God shows up and moves in powerful ways.
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Will you commit yourself to pray often through your day, as you walk, ride a bike, a bus, a train or as you
drive around? Notice, respond to God’s leading and take action that shines the light and love of Jesus.
When you have the opportunity, ask a nonbeliever, “Would it be OK if I lifted up a prayer of thanks for
your good news, or a prayer of comfort and strength in your time of need?” And, will you teach others to
do the same?
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Try this today. Do it often in Jesus’ Name.
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