MIC Worship Service —2022.11.06
Title: “Christ is All We Need”
Text: Colossians 2:6~15, NIV
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6So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in
him, " rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing
with thankfulness.

8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which
depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on
Christ.

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, ™ and in Christ you have been
brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. " In him you were also
circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self, ruled by the
flesh, was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, ' having been buried with him in
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who
raised him from the dead.

"* When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you
alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, "having canceled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the
cross. ' And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross.
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Introduction

Picture this: A couple is walking down the street holding hands, but there’s something wrong.
The man is looking back at another woman, and he is in big trouble. He’s been caught looking
at someone else rather than the one he’s with!
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Here is a big problem: Not being contented with what we have, we are tempted to look away
from it and long for something else that may not even be as good. Rather than enjoying what
we already have, our eyes drift to cheap substitutes, and we end up losing the very good thing
that we have.
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That’s not just a problem in life. That’s can also be a problem in the church.
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You might remember reading the grand descriptions of our Lord Jesus Christ in Colossians
1:15~23. There we can marvel at Jesus’ supremacy, his handiwork, and his salvation.
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That passage is one of the most amazing verses in the Bible about the Lord Jesus. If you like
mikan oranges, get them from Wakayama. If you like autumn leaves, go to Minoh Waterfall. If
you want to see a mountain, go to Mt. Fuji. If you want to see Jesus, meditate on Colossians
1:15~23. When you get Jesus right, so many other things fall into place.
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Now, let’s face up with the problem. We’re like the man | told you about earlier, always looking
away from Jesus to other things. What’s yours? Do you look to...?
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A charismatic personality?

Some radical new teaching?

The latest gizmos and trends?

Self-help and other techniques?

A hobby or activity that starts to matter more than Jesus?
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So allow me to tell you what we are up to today. It's so simple, and yet so necessary for all of
us. Here’s the first one.
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l. Keep your faith on the Lord Jesus Christ - verses 6~7
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8So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in
him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing
with thankfulness.
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Here’s what Paul is saying: You don’t start with Jesus and then move on to something else.
There’s no graduating from Jesus to something or someone else. You start by receiving Christ
Jesus the Lord. For the Colossian believers, they heard the good news from Epaphras about
who Jesus is and what He had done. They’d heard the message.
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Colossians 1:21~22 - ' Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your
minds because of your evil behavior. ?? But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical
body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation—
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And it changed their lives.
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That's what Jesus does to us. When we get to know the real Jesus, it changes everything. It
reorients our life. We see Him in His beauty, and then we realize what He did for us — that
although He’s holy, He somehow loves sinners and has done everything necessary for us to be
made right with God.
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That’s what happened to the Colossians. It's what has happened to many of us. | hope it’s also
what’s happened to you as well. Our greatest need is to believe and receive Christ Jesus the
Lord. Humble yourself and confess your sins before Him. Ask for His forgiveness. Trust Him. //If
you’ve never done this before, we’'d love to introduce you to Jesus. Don'’t hesitate to talk to
anyone of us.
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Alright, so that’'s how we start. What happens next? Paul tells us: “as you received Christ
Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him ...” (v.6).
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C.H. Spurgeon: “Persevere in the same way in which you have begun, and, as at the first Christ
Jesus was the source of your life, the principle of your action, and the joy of your spirit, so let
him be the same even till life’s end, the same when you walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, and enter into the joy and the rest which remain for the people of God.”
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What's the result of this constant walking in Jesus? You'll be “rooted and built up in him,
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness” (2:7).
Notice the passive voice in this verse. As you walk in Christ, God does all of this in you. Our job
is to walk in Jesus; God’s job is to give us roots and strengthen us and make us thankful.
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Yes, we'll spend the rest of our lives knowing who He is and what He’s done for us. Notice these
truths in verses 9~15:
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e He is God in human form (v.9). “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in
bodily form...” When Jesus lived in Israel, eating, talking and making friends, it was
God himself — not a watered-down version of God, but God in His fullness. Jesus is God
himself in the flesh.
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e For Christians, our whole life is joined with His (vv.10~15). It says, “In Christ you
have been...” When we trust Jesus, we’'re filled with the One who contains all fullness.
When He died, we died. When He rose from the dead, we rose from the dead. When He
triumphed over the evil powers, we triumphed over the evil powers.
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Someone said, “Most books should be articles. Most articles should be tweets. Most tweets
shouldn’t be posted.” In other words, a lot of what we read is junk. There’s nothing to it. Verses
9 to 15 are not like that. There’s no spoilage. There’s enough spiritual nutrition in these verses
to feed a hungry soul. There’s so much more to learn and admire about Jesus. You never need
to move on from Him because there’s no one and nothing better than Him.
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So this is the entire Christian life: Keeping our faith on Jesus. Keep adoring Him. Make your
life a relentless pursuit of Him.
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Dane Ortlund wrote: “Make your growth journey a journey into Christ himself. Explore uncharted
regions of who he is. Resist the tendency we all have to whittle him down to our preconceived
expectation of what he must be like. Let him surprise you. Let his fullness arrest you and buoy
you along. Determine today, before God, through the Bible and good books explaining it, that
you will spend the rest of your life wading into the unsearchable riches of the real Christ. Let
him, in all his endless fullness, love you into growth.”
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Paul makes a second assertion:
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Il Identify those things that might draw you away from Him - verse 8ff
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8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which
depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on
Christ.
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In verse 8, Paul gets specific about a particular threat faced by the church in Colossae. They
were tempted to get sidetracked because of a dangerous belief system that was influenced by
both Judaism and Greek Gnosticism. There’s a doctrine circulating that if the Colossians wanted
to really experience spiritual blessings, they had to syncretize Jewish practices like circumcision
and dietary laws with the veneration of angels and some mystical experiences, with a mix of
Jesus on the side. These influences were taking them “captive” — literally, kidnapping, robbing
and plundering them — and drawing them away from Jesus.
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| understand that it's unfamiliar to us because we don’t face that set of beliefs. Probably nobody
here is going to be tempted to lose their focus on Jesus because of what the Colossians were
tempted to believe.
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But we do face our own temptations. There are things in every age that threaten to “take us
captive”. Just the same, they’re deceptive They’re demonic. They’re not according to Christ.
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Paul writes to them and basically says, “Look, | know these views look really appealing to you.
You want to buy into this because it looks so good. But these ideas aren’t from Jesus. They’re
from humans. Even worse, they’re demonic. They won’t lead you to freedom. They'll actually
prey on you, lead you into captivity and plunder your freedom in Jesus.”
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Jesus is far way better. Jesus is not just how you start the Christian life. He is how you continue
the Christian life and how you finish the Christian life. He is “the pioneer and perfecter of our
faith” (Hebrews 12:2). You don’t move on from Him. You don’t need anything more than Him,
because there’s no one and nothing better than Him.
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Brethren, be on guard against anything that causes you to look away from Jesus. Keep your
focus on Jesus, because he’s everything you need.
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Conclusion/Application

The police were looking for a senior couple who have been shopping for jewelries. After the
couple came in three (3) times to look at diamond earrings, a staff became suspicious. She
examined the diamonds and discovered that this couple had substituted to cubic zirconia (a
lab-grown gemstone and diamond look-alike). The couple took diamonds worth ¥1.6M (about
US$11,000) and left the zirconia behind, worth ¥1,500 (about $10).
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A jeweler in town says unless you’re an expert, telling the difference is not always easy.
“Especially when you’re in the middle of a good sale and you’re excited about making that sale
and this happens. And sometimes it’s your best customers that might do that to you and you just
have to watch yourself and be careful.”
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What is the moral of the story?
ST COEELOHKANFT— R ATEERNETH?

A. That you should watch out for suspicious-looking elderly couples?

B. That if you've just bought expensive jewelry, you could have saved yourself a lot of
money and got something that looks just as nice but much cheaper? Or,

C. That the real moral of the story is about substitutes. It is hard for even a trained jeweler
to tell a real diamond from a good fake.
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Let me double down on this. What would cause you to substitute something else for Jesus?
What would cause you to think that He is not enough, that you need something other than
Jesus for the full spiritual treatment?
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Whatever that is presents a spiritual danger to you. Anything that causes you to look away from
Jesus or to add anything to Jesus is hollow and deceitful.
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Make him and nothing else the theme of your life. Get to know him in all of his glory. Never
move on to anything else. If you look to Him, everything else is footnotes. All else will fall into
place. Peel back every layer of distraction, look to Christ and His overflowing heart.
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