MIC Worship Service —2022.11.13
Title: “Sitters or Goers?”
Text: Numbers 32:6, NIV
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§ Moses said to the Gadites and Reubenites, “Should your fellow Israelites go to war while you
sit here?”
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Introduction

Before the Israelites completely occupied the Promised Land, the tribes of Reuben and Gad
wanted to settle in the eastern side of the Jordan River. The account of their request and Moses'
response can be found in Numbers 32, and there are important lessons to be learned, which
applies to our personal service in the church today.
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I. What’s the story about?

Numbers 32:1~5 - The Reubenites and Gadites, who had very large herds and flocks, saw that
the lands of Jazer and Gilead were suitable for livestock. 2 So they came to Moses and Eleazar
the priest and to the leaders of the community, and
said, 3 “Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer,Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam, Nebo and Beon— “the land
the Lord subdued before the people of Israel—are suitable for livestock, and your servants
have livestock. ° If we have found favor in your eyes,” they said, “let this land be given to
your servants as our possession. Do not make us cross the Jordan.”

A. The request — verses 1~5

Two lIsraeli (2) tribes, the Reubenites and the Gadites through their leaders, made a request to
Moses. These two tribes had much livestock (v.1a). They saw that the land where they’re
currently settled in is a good choice. So they requested to be given the land as their possession.
| suppose it's totally understandable. Only, the second part of their request didn’t sound good.
They did not want to go over the Jordan river with the rest of Israel. If you're the leader of this
upstart nation, what are you going to do? How are you going to react?
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B. Moses’ initial assessment of their request — verses 6~13
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Numbers 32:6 - Moses said to the Gadites and Reubenites, “Should your fellow Israelites go to
war while you sit here?
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Moses is asking them if it's right for them to be at ease, while their brethren must continue to
fight. He is telling them that these two tribes are in their current position because their fellow
Israelites fought hard for them to secure the land they desire to possess.
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Moses knew that this move would discourage their fellow Israelites and that they would be like
the ten (10) spies who discouraged the people by their biased reporting. It didn’t end well for
the people as a consequence because God’s anger was aroused against them.

E—tlE, HREELAVED IO LS HSHESHEHVTIN, AR THIAZITILOREEE
SETLEICEALAO>TVELEL, Ro-HETREZRBSETLE>L10ADFIER(FAII)D
BlDESIZ, BNEBREICH-TLEISEN OIS TW=DTT . ZLTHE. #ORBYIFRICATSH
TLEN ARBEELARVENZDMIZEEF 2 EF. BOERICIERDYFERFATL, DL
A REEES2E(IC, RDESIZEMNLTLET,

Numbers 32:7~13 - “Why do you discourage the Israelites from crossing over into the land
the Lord has given them? ® This is what your fathers did when | sent them from Kadesh
Barnea to look over the land. ° After they went up to the Valley of Eshkol and viewed the land,
they discouraged the Israelites from entering the land the Lord had given them. "° The Lord’s
anger was aroused that day and he swore this oath:" ‘Because they have not followed me
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wholeheartedly, not one of those who were twenty years old or more when they came up out of
Egypt will see the land | promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob— "?not one except
Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun, for they followed
the Lord wholeheartedly.”™® The Lord’s anger burned against Israel and he made them wander
in the wilderness forty years, until the whole generation of those who had done evil in his sight
was gone.
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They should know better by now. They should have learned their lesson from their history. They
would be a brood of sinful men, and increase God's anger against Israel and in essence destroy
God's people!
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Numbers 32:14~15 - " “And here you are, a brood of sinners, standing in the place of your
fathers and making the Lord even more angry with Israel.” If you turn away from following
him, he will again leave all this people in the wilderness, and will h f their
destruction.”
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Though it sounded like a long-shot request at first, Moses finally relented and agreed with them.
What changed?
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C. The two (2) parties made a deal — verses 16~23
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Reuben and Gad offer to send their soldiers to help possess the Promised Land.
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Numbers 32:16~19 - " Then they came up to him and said, “We would like to build pens here
for our livestock and cities for our women and children. ' But we will arm ourselves for
battle and go ahead of the Israelites until we have brought them to their place. Meanwhile
our women and children will live in fortified cities, for protection from the inhabitants of the
land. ' We will not return to our homes until each of the Israelites has received their

inheritance. ' We will not receive any inheritance with them on the other side of the
Jordan, because our inheritance has come to us on the east side of the Jordan.”
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With this continued offer of support, Moses agrees, but with a stern warning.
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Numbers 32:20~24 - ?° Then Moses said to them, “If you will do this—if you will arm yourselves
before the Lord for battle ?"and if all of you who are armed cross over the Jordan before
the Lord until he has driven his enemies out before him— #then when the land is subdued
before the Lord, you may return and be free from your obligation to the Lord and to Israel. And
this land will be your possession before the Lord. /| 2 “But if you fail to do this, you will be
sinning against the Lord; and you may be sure that your sin will find you out.  Build cities
for your women and children, and pens for your flocks, but do what you have promised.”
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Verse 23 in the Living Bible expresses Moses’ warning in this way: “But if you don’t do as you
have said, then you will have sinned against the Lord, and you may be sure that your sin

will catch up with you.”




HBEROBH T, E—LDEEFROLSICRBESNTLET, ITL,fJ\L, BLEDLSISLENG
5. G, BN EISHUTREFILLIZDL, |
Lo

Likewise, Brethren, the Bible tells us that what happened to Israel serves as an example and
was written as warnings for us (1 Corinthians 10:11). With this in mind, let's consider the
following lessons...
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Il. Lessons to learn
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A. The nation was at war and we are too.
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Ours is a spiritual war, to be sure. A war against Satan, and the spiritual forces of darkness.
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2 Corinthians 10:3~5 - * For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world
does. * The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have
divine power to demolish strongholds. * We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets
itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it

obedient to Christ.
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Ephesians 6:10~12 - " Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. ' Put on the full
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. ? For our struggle
is_not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
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The Lord's army (the church) marches on as they serve in such areas as missions and
evangelism, educating the next generation and blessing all by helping those in the fringes of
society.
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B. The Lord has blessed us through those who had gone before us.
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Many have stood for the truth in the past. The reformers and the martyrs. The brave men and
women who didn’t give up their confession of faith in the face of persecution. Making it possible
for us today:
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To know the truth of God and the gospel of Jesus Christ;
To worship God in spirit and truth; and,

To enjoy the blessings of God's family
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But let’'s not forget that the war wages on! Every thought must be brought captive to Christ (2
Corinthians 10:5). We must continue to stand strong against the devil’'s schemes (Ephesians
6:1).
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The challenge for us is this: Should your fellow believers go to war while you sit here? Shall we
just sit, enjoying the efforts of others?
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C. There are unintended consequences for non-participation.
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1. For sure, there will be discouragement among the members of God’s family! Listen again to
what Moses said to his peers in verse 7:
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Numbers 32:7 - “Why do you discourage the Israelites from crossing over into the land
the Lord has given them?
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In other words, why do you want them to carry the burden alone? Why put them in harm’s way
while you’re all set and at ease? Why let them get "burned out" trying to do it all?
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Remember: “Lack of participation is just as detrimental as active opposition!”
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Proverbs 18:9 (NIV) — “One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys.”
(Living Bible) — “A lazy man is brother to the saboteur.”
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ILLUSTRATION: In the Philippines, there’s this beautiful yet practical concept of cooperation
called, Bayanihan. Literally, it's when neighbors and friends help carry a house to relocate it.
It's rare nowadays, but can still happen. Now, imagine a house being carried. Instead of helping
to lift the heavy burden, someone chooses to get a free ride. He won’t be helping but hindering
its progress!
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The Lord Jesus Christ said:
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Matthew 12:30 (NLT) - “Anyone who isn’t with me opposes me, and anyone who isn’t working
with me is actually working against me.”
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2. We will have sinned against the Lord!
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Numbers 32:23 - “But if you don’t do as you have said, then you will have sinned against the
Lord, and you may be sure that your sin will catch up with you.”
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For what one does or doesn't do, it affects Christ!
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Matthew 25:40 - “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
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Matthew 25:45 - “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of
these, you did not do for me.’
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You can be sure that our sin will find us out! It will come out on the Day of Judgment when our
works will be in full display and judged for its quality!
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1 Corinthians 3:13 — “Their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to
light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work.”

VU ANDFEH FE— 3F13H—13 EADBHES(EBARICHGYET . EO BN ENZBHALHICT
BNDTT, ELVSDIE, ZDRITKEELIZHEN, COXRDNZEDNTEADBEDEME-HOT MNHT
ED

8



Conclusion/Application

When the Reubenites and the Gadites realized the serious effect of sitting it out while their
fellow Israelites were going to war, they determined to do their part.
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| pray that we will all determine not to be complacent until the work is done. Let us resolve in
our hearts to be more diligent in the spiritual battle we face! Let us resolve in our hearts to be
more active in whatever area of ministry for which the Lord has called us, given us the
opportunity and the gifts to serve.
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ILLUSTRATION: A story has been told about two ladies who lived in a convalescent center.
Each had suffered an incapacitating stroke. Margaret's stroke left her left side restricted, while
Ruth's stroke damaged her right side. Both of these ladies were accomplished pianists but had
given up hope of ever playing again. The director of the center sat them down at a piano and
encouraged them to play solo pieces together. They did, and a beautiful friendship developed.
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What a picture of the church's need to work together! What one member cannot do alone,
perhaps two or more could do together--in harmony.
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