MIC Worship Service —2022.11.27 (Start of Advent Season)
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Title: “Gratitude in Our Hearts”
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Text: Luke 17:7~19, NIV

7“Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when
he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? ® Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my
supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while | eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? ° Will
he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do?°So you also, when you have done
everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.”

"' Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. ? As he
was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance **and called out in a
loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”

“When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were
cleansed.

30ne of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. **He threw
himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.

7 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? *®* Has no one returned to give
praise to God except this foreigner?” * Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”
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Introduction X C®IZ

Here’s what Charles Spurgeon said concerning gratitude:
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“If you search the world around, among all choice spices you shall scarcely meet with the frankincense of
gratitude. It ought to be as common as the dewdrops that hang upon the hedges in the morning; but
alas, the world is dry of thankfulness to God!”
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Brethren, let’s realize that...
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I. We are called to a life of praise and thanksgiving to God.
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There are over 400 Bible verses that reference either thanksgiving or gratitude. God expects gratitude to
be the primary motivation in everything we do. Let me give you some passages that exhort us to be
thankful.
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Deuteronomy 8:10 — When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your God for the good land
he has given you.
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Psalm 100:4 — Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and
praise his name.
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Psalm 107:22 — Let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy.
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Colossians 1:12 — And giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.
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Colossians 3:15 — Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were
called to peace. And be thankful.
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1 Thessalonians 5:18 — Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
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Il. To practice gratitude, avoid thinking you’re entitled.
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Luke 17:7~10 - 7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the
servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? ® Won’t he rather say,
‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while | eat and drink; after that you may eat and
drink’?° Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? *° So you also, when you have
done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our
duty.”
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| want us to feel the weight of what our Lord Jesus is saying in verses 7 to 10. Some will find it really hard
to accept. Yet what He says here is an important spiritual mindset. We need to realize that God owes us
nothing. Rather we owe Him everything. We are servants who obey God in everything, and it’s just our
duty. We're entitled to nothing.
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Entitlement is the belief that we’re deserving of or that we’re owed something. One pastor puts it this
way: “The bigger our sense of entitlement, the smaller our sense of gratitude.”
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ILLUSTRATION: A woman came to church for the first time. She had always thought that God accepts
people only if they’re good enough. Then, she had heard the doctrine of God’s grace. That we are
accepted not because we’re good, but simply because of His unmerited favor; freely given to people
who don’t deserve it.
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She confessed that she found this scary. The minister asked her what was so scary about it. She
explained that if she was saved by her good works, then she could set boundaries on what God could ask
of her. She would be like an association member with rights. She will do her part and God does His. But
she said that if sinners are saved by sheer grace, there’s nothing that God can’t ask of her.
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And, she is right. Our life in Christ has no sense of entitlement. We have been shown great mercy and
lavish grace. Knowing this should produce in us a heart of gratitude. Having been blessed tremendously,
we will adore Him and give thanks to Him, amazed that He has given us anything.
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l1l. A real life illustration
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In Luke 17, we’re given a real life illustration of someone being grateful.
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A. The lepers sought Jesus’ help to heal them - verses 11~13



" Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. *? As he
was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance ** and called out in a
loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”
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In verses 11 to 13, we meet some people with a desperate need.
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According to Wikipedia, “Leprosy, also known as Hansen's disease (HD), is a long-term infection by the
bacteria Mycobacterium leprae or Mycobacterium lepromatosis. Infection can lead to damage of the
nerves, respiratory tract, skin, and eyes. This nerve damage may result in a lack of ability to feel pain,
which can lead to the loss of parts of a person's extremities from repeated injuries or infection through
unnoticed wounds. An infected person may also experience muscle weakness and poor eyesight. Leprosy
symptoms may begin within one year, but, for some people, symptoms may take 20 years or more to
occur”
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These ten (10) lepers would have been socially isolated from the main population -- away from family,
away from community worship, and no hope.
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Do you realize that this was also our spiritual condition before we met Christ? We were all desperately in
need of His mercy.
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Leprosy is an appropriate metaphor for sin. It begins as an indiscernible infection and then slowly
controls one’s life. The infected person becomes deformed, ugly and numb. Sin makes one numb to truth
and spiritual reality. Sin also isolates from others. It always separates.
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B. The lepers obeyed Jesus’ instruction — verse 14
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“When he [Jesus] saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were
cleansed.
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The Old Testament (OT) commanded those with defiling skin diseases (see Leviticus 13) to present
themselves to the priests once they saw signs of recovery so that the priest could verify their healing and
perform ritual cleansing.
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Jesus’ command to these lepers presumed that they would be healed as they went. The one condition of
their healing was obedience. They must obey as they were ordered. If He was Master as they had cried
He was, then they had to prove their faith by their obedience.
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C. The Samaritan gratefully returned to Jesus — verses 15~16
C. =V ¥ AITRBHL TA = RRD B LITRE > 7= (15Hi-16%)

3 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. *® He threw
himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.
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Only one came back to give thanks; and he was the unlikely one — a Samaritan. He was someone who
would have been despised by the Jewish people back then. He was the last person they would have
expected. And, though he was the only one, at least he was very loud about his thanks.
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The Lord Jesus Christ received his worship and then commended him.
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7 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? ** Has no one returned to
give praise to God except this foreigner?” ** Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has
made you well.”
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Why did only one cleansed leper return to thank Jesus? Someone put forward the following nine (9)

suggested reasons why the nine did not return:
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® One waited to see if the cure was real.

One waited to see if it would last.

One said he would see Jesus later.

One decided that he had never had leprosy.

One said he would have gotten well anyway.

One gave the glory to the priests.

One said, "0, well, Jesus didn't really do anything."

One said, "Any rabbi could have done it."

One said, "I was already much improved."
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Conclusion/Application
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We must be careful to keep our heart filled with gratitude. This is an essential quality of a disciple. |
believe we can always find reasons for gratitude before God.
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Matthew Henry, the famous Bible commentator, was robbed of his wallet once. He wrote in his diary
that night all the things he was thankful about:
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e First, that he had never been robbed before.
e Second, that though they took his wallet, they did not take his life.
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e Third, because even though they took it all, it wasn’t very much.
e Finally, because he was the one who was robbed and not the one who did the robbing.
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Let us be like the Samaritan. Let us recognize how much we need God’s mercy. Let simple faith express
itself in obedience. Let’s all fall down at His feet and give Him thanks.
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