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Title: “Christ’s Advent Among the Gentiles”
Text: Acts 10:34~48, NIV
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¥ Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show
favoritism *° but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. *® You
know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. * You know what has happened throughout the
province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— * how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good
and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

¥ “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They
killed him by hanging him on a cross, *’ but God raised him from the dead on the third day and
caused him to be seen. *' He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had
already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.*He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as
judge of the living and the dead. “All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

“ While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the
message.* The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. * For they heard them speaking in
tongues and praising God.

Then Peter said, *” “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”*® So he ordered that they be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
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Introduction

It seems that up to this point in the biblical record, the good news about our Lord Jesus Christ
had expanded considerably. According to Acts 9:31, it had spread already throughout Judea,
Samaria and Galilee. However, the religious and cultural divide remained a challenge. The
gospel had circulated only among the Jews and the half Jewish Samaritans.
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The very first recorded Gentile (non-Jew) conversions include that of the Ethiopian eunuch
(Acts 8:26~39) and that of Cornelius (Acts 10). Acts 10:1~2 tells us that Cornelius was from
Caesarea and “...a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. ? He and all his family
were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God
regularly.” [Note: A centurion is a Roman captain in-charge of about 100 soldiers].
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I's noteworthy that miraculous events accompanied Cornelius’s conversion. He saw an angel in
a vision who instructed him to send men and bring back with them Simon Peter. Similarly,
God’s Spirit instructed Peter to go with the men that Cornelius sent meet him.
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Acts 10:19~20 - " While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon,
three men are looking for you. % So get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them.
for | have sent them.”

FHEEITEHE10E19-2081—19 RFAMNLIZDVTENEKSL TS EE, HENEIZSSEHN
= [REBEN, EADANHLEI=Z-THRTETLET, 20 &H. FIZERYTIT-oT. HEHTIZ,

4

FEHESTHRI0EI4~48H M OIF RO KIGEERET HEMNHEFT,

FT.EICRIKCERK . TEDEDATH>TH MITZITANLNDIEEIZETT,
2



. Christ’s advent among the Gentiles came through His messenger — verses
34~35
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% Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show
favoritism 3° but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.
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Though Paul is considered to be the apostle to the Gentiles, it was Peter who got the first
“crack” at them.
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Galatians 2:8 - For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at
work in me [Paul] as an apostle to the Gentiles.
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Romans 11:13 - | am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as [ am the apostle to the Gentiles, |
take pride in my ministry.
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Peter reached out in love to the Gentiles, in obedience to what God told him to do.
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APPLICATION: Even at the present time, God is pleased to use Christ-followers as messengers
to bring out the gospel message. After all, as these rhetorical questions ask...
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Romans 10:14~15a - ™ How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how
can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them? "> And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?”
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The short answer to these questions of course is: “They can’t.” The necessity of believing to be
saved is preceded by hearing the preaching of the gospel from someone sent by God.
3



Someone who understands that “God does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation
the one who fears him and does what is right” (vv.34~35)
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Il. Christ’s advent among the Gentiles came as a Christo-centric message — verses 36~43
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Peter then proceeds to proclaim Jesus Christ. His message to the Gentiles is essentially the
same as his message to the Jews. He convincingly presented the person and work of Jesus
Christ. He emphasized Christ’s resurrection and man’s responsibility before God in view of
these things. Peter’s sermon was a concise explanation of the person and work of our Lord
Jesus Christ:
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e Jesus is the peace-maker between God and man (v.36).

e Jesusis Lord of all (v.36).

e Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power (v.38).

e Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil
(v.38).

e Jesus did this with the power of God, for God was with Him (v.38).

e Jesus did these things in the presence of eyewitnesses (v.39).

e Jesus was crucified (v.39).

e Jesus was raised by God from the dead and was seen by many witnesses (v.40).

e Jesus showed proofs of His resurrection by eating and drinking with His disciples (v.41)

e Jesus commanded them to preach the message of who He is and what He did (v.42).

e Jesus is appointed by God to be Judge of the living and the dead (v.42).

e Jesus is the one foretold by the prophets (v.43).

e Jesus forgives the sins of those believe and call on His Name (v.43)
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| think this is the same principle that the apostle Paul lived by when he wrote about his own
experience as a minister of the gospel.
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1 Corinthians 2:1~2 - And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When | came to you, | did not
come with eloquence or human wisdom as | proclaimed to you the testimony about God. % For |

resolved to know nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
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Remember: If one calls attention to himself and to his own competence, he’ll find it difficult to
effectively call attention to Jesus and His glorious sufficiency.
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lll. Christ’s advent among the Gentiles came with the Holy Spirit’s manifestation — verse
44~48
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“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the
message.*’ The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift

of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. *° For they heard them speaking in
tongues and praising God.
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When the Holy Spirit came on them, it was accompanied by the manifestation of spiritual gifts.
We may describe it in two senses:
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e First, in the sense that the Holy Spirit indwells and abides in the believer; and,

e Second, in the sense that the Holy Spirit empowers the believer with gifts and special
abilities
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I's amazing that God exercised His sovereign prerogative and interrupted Peter’s sermon. The
Holy Spirit was doing the inner work in the hearts of those who are listening, and Peter went
with the flow. He stopped and called for their baptism.
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Acts 10:47~48a - # “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”*® So he ordered that they be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ.
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Conclusion/Application

Christ’'s advent among the Gentiles formally kicked off with Peter’s visit to Cornelius’s house.
Peter’s Christ-centered message gave impetus to the Gentiles’ response with believing faith in
their hearts. The Holy Spirit affirmed it by His powerful manifestation of His presence among
them.
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Takeaway: Even religious people like Cornelius need to hear and believe the good news about
Jesus in order to be saved. The good news is for all people
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ILLUSTRATION: The young salesman was disappointed about losing a big sale, and as he
talked with his sales manager he lamented, "I guess it just proves you can lead a horse to water
but you can't make him drink.”" The manager replied, "Son, take my advice: your job is not to
make him drink. Your job is to make him thirsty."
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So it is with gospel proclamation. Our message should be so filled with Christ that they create a
thirst for the Gospel. Didn’t our Savior say in John 12:32: “And I, when | am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself’?
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