MIC Worship Service —2022.12.11 Christmas Carol Service
Title: “il/mmanuel: God with Us”
Text: Matthew 1:18~25, NIV
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Introduction

I would like to greet every one of you, “Advance Merry Christmas!” If it’s your first time to come to church
today, “Thank you for coming!”
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Currently, in many places in Japan and around the world, people can hear Christmas music being played and
Christmas ornaments being displayed. Christmas parties will be held and gifts will be prepared and
exchanged among friends and family. | must admit, | enjoy such things too.
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But, do you know that many elements, of how Christmas is being celebrated nowadays, are modern
constructs — more commercialization and less of contemplation; more on acquisition and less of truth
appreciation. Hence, today | would like us to revisit one original Christmas story as recorded in the Bible,
particularly the Gospel according to Saint Matthew. Let’s read Matthew 1:18~25.
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READ: Matthew 1:18~25, NIV
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18This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah [the Christ] came about: His mother Mary was pledged
to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the
Holy Spirit.2® Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her
to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

20 Byt after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 2 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins.”



22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 22 “The virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary
home as his wife. 2° But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he
gave him the name Jesus.
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First, let’s consider...
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I. The circumstances of Jesus’ birth — verses 18~19
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah [the Christ] came about...
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Mary and Joseph were engaged to be married. Jewish tradition suggests that Mary was a young woman and
as the Gospel explicitly records, “a virgin” (v.23). Joseph, like most Jewish men, married older. They were
expected to hold a job, save up money and be able to support a family. Not much different in our day.
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But, there’s a problem that almost derailed their wedding! Verse 18 says, “before they came together, she
was found to be pregnant.” How would you have reacted or responded if you were in Joseph’s place? Being
certain that it’s not your baby that she’s carrying? I'd guess there’s a bit of nastiness in each of us, to put it
nicely. It’s definitely a major issue to be overcome.

UL, ZAOREEXNTEMSE L FH IR DMENRELE L 18Hilckd e, [SEEUVREREN
SLXIERBRWVWIBIZ, BRI THEIIR I EDLIo] EEIPNTHET, b
L. ®RENI B T7ONGE 726, EOXIICKIGLTETLE I M2~ TRgITHE T 5
DITESD T TIERWNWESNoTNDER L, EOXIINLETN 2B AR E NS HD
T, HTLEHEAE A S TCNALDTYE, TTNE. ~ U 7 OMIEIELRELRE 7 < FREE -
7= T9,

You see, in their culture marriage engagement was more binding. They were almost regarded as husband
and wife without the actual wedding and physical union. To disengage meant getting a certificate of divorce.
It could mean a potential, full-blown scandal.

BWEEOM 5O TIE, THEH] E WO BB EIZ, KvETobs 077259 TF,
72 & 2RSSR RO E N2 TH, O LEZZ L, FERELER2SN TN =0T
T BRIERET DLV D Z &k, BEERZHT LN ZEERIUT, AX Y U X T AR
WCRETHAREELH D L,

This is the part that tells us about Joseph’s noble character. “Because Joseph her husband was faithful to
the law [being a just and upright man], and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in
mind to divorce her quietly” (v.19).
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So, here’s the circumstance of Jesus’ birth. His “parents” were on the verge of divorce because of a perceived
unfaithfulness on the part of Mary, His mother; a pregnancy out of wedlock. Jesus came unexpectedly. Jesus
is not the result of any human plan. God took the initiative completely to bring about the birth of Jesus Christ
to rescue people from their sins.

ST, A T AREOFRAEDRPUIKRD L 972 bDTLE, A TADOR~IVTORE, DFEDFEEEL
TWRWDIZHIE U722 ERREIK T, T 3SR 722720 Td, ZDXHic, 1=
ZRRIIARTHET ZoOMICHEELZOTT, A = ZROFAEIZABOFEIZL DO TIEHY
Fii, MR, BRI FOFEEAREST, AXEENLRHITDIIA T A - XU R NOHAS
RH IO TT,

Jesus has been surprising people ever since. He continues to appeal to people’s lives even today. We weren’t
looking for Him. He hadn’t even crossed our minds. But then, through the strangest of circumstances, God
takes the lead and shows up in our lives. It may be that Jesus is also showing up in your life even today.
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Il. The miracles of Jesus’ birth — verses 20~21

20But after he [Joseph] had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. 2 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins.”
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Instead of calling Jesus’ birth as scandalous, here we find it miraculous. What are the things we can identify
as miraculous?
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Miracle #1: The appearance of an angel in Joseph’s dream. Anyone can have a dream, but to meet an
angel...? Actually, there are multiple accounts of people having angelic encounters in the Bible. God can use
an angel to communicate His will, plan and purpose to man.
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Miracle #2: The miraculous conception of Mary. Becoming pregnant without sexual activity. Mary was a
young virgin, remember? Yet, verse 18 says “she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.”
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Miracle #3: Yes, that’s another miracle. It’s God the Holy Spirit’s powerful work in Mary’s life that she
became pregnant. “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit” (v.20).
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Miracle #4: The prophecy about Jesus’ gender (a son), name (Jesus) and mission (he will save his people from
their sins). What are the odds that all these will be fulfilled in one man’s life?
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In short, Jesus’ birth was miraculous. Mary conceived of Jesus through God’s power, as the angel announced
it to Joseph in a dream. It hints at the fully human and fully divine natures united in Jesus’ one person.
Needless to say, Jesus’ life, His death and His coming back to life are all miraculous. He is extraordinary.
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But, why should these things matter to us? What does these mean?
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We learn in verse 21 exactly what Jesus came to do: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” In Jesus we have the solution for our sin
problem. Jesus came to live the perfect life that we couldn’t live. And then He went to the cross and bore
our sins. And He rose from the dead to give us new life. Jesus is the solution for our sin problem Jesus came
to save us from our sins.
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Ill. The meaning of Jesus’ Name — verses 22~23

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 22 “The virgin will conceive and give
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
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These verses tell us that it all make sense.



ZD22, 23HITIH, WOZLEERT-HBIZETHHALTINTHET,

That God revealed His plan before things happened.

That God did use angels and prophets to declare Hls will.

That nothing is impossible with God. He can make a virgin conceive and deliver a son.

That God wants to be near us. He is Immanuel. This title of Jesus refers to both His deity and His
identification and nearness to man.
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If He has come to us, then we can come to Him. If Jesus Christ be '‘God with us,' let us come to God without
any question or hesitancy. In Jesus Christ, love found a form. In Jesus Christ, love became something
concrete. At Christmas, love was made flesh.
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Conclusion/Application

Here’s the point: God Himself has felt what we feel. By becoming man, God in Christ, chose to identify with
us. He got down at our level, God experienced what it’s like to be tired and discouraged. He knows what it’s
like to hurt and bleed.

FLT, 2INRHRA L FTT, ZEHEN, FAEHRECTWADOLERICZ L&KL TELND
DTT, FUARFNTHLIMIEL., NORIZ/RHZET, FAE-HERILU IR DI L EEBATZDT
T, ML, BB O BRI T, ABOENRSCEENED LI RO THLINERBSINEL
720 flX, FAZ2B0MEHSE, MAEWRT I ENEDL IR L THLINEHM-TELNLET,

In your pain, you may be tempted to say, “God, you have no idea what I’'m going through. You have no idea
how bad I’'m hurting.” But God can respond, “Yes, | do.” He can point to your wounds and then to His own
and say, “Look: same, same. Me too. | have entered your world, and | know how you feel. | have been there,
I am with you now, I care, and | can help.”
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If you have any need, why not turn to Christ for provision? If you’re sick, why not turn to Him for healing?
Better yet, why don’t you turn to Him for salvation today?
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Jesus Christ is Immanuel, the God who is with us! That is what Christmas is all about.
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