MIC Worship Service —2022.12.18 (4t Sunday of Advent)

Title: “The Gift”
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Text: John 3:16, NIV
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.
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Introduction
One more week and it will be Christmas. So, let me greet you now, “Advance Merry Christmas!”
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Christmas won’t be Christmas without understanding God’s love and His precious Gift to mankind. In that
regard, no other verse in the Bible so concisely summarizes God'’s relationship with humanity and the way
of salvation as John 3:16. Some consider John 3:16 as the "theme verse" for the entire Bible. This verse
tells us of the love God has for us and the extent of that love—so great that He sacrificed His only Son on
our behalf. It tells us that anyone who believes in Jesus Christ will be saved. It also gives us the glorious
hope of eternal life in heaven through the love of God and death of Jesus Christ.
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Let’s unwrap this verse a little bit more and see its wonderful contents inside.
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I. There is a God.
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The Bible verse begins with the phrase, “For God...”
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Our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us that there is a God. That God exists. There is no reason to think that Jesus

means any other God than the God of the Bible. He is the all-powerful Creator and Sustainer of the
universe. God is personal, meaning He thinks and wills and feels.
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There are lots of reasons — good reasons — for believing in God. John Piper, a pastor and author, puts
forward a reassuring statement: “If someone says, ‘Why do you believe in God?’ you can say, ‘| believe in
God because Jesus believed in God, and all that | know of Jesus makes me trust Him more than | trust any
philosopher or any scientist or any theologian or any friend | have ever known or read about.” Then you can
ask them, ‘Do you know anyone more trustworthy or better qualified to teach us about the existence of God
than Jesus?””
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There is God. The world began with God (Genesis 1:1; John 1:1). The world depends on God. You and |
have been imparted with a conscience, a sense of right and wrong, the ability to contemplate spiritual
things, and to love — all because we are created in the image of God. He made us like Himself and for
Himself.
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The meaning of our life is knowing and showing God. Also, our first and utmost duty and reason for being
is to honor Him and give Him thanks (Romans 1:21).
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Il. God loves the people of the world He created.
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“For God so loved the world...”
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A. Our Lord Jesus reveals that the God who exists loves. Let that sink in. God loves. Of all the things we
might say about God, be sure to say this: He loves.

Now our Savior tells us more specifically what He means by love in this verse. “For God so loved....” The
word “so” here doesn’t mean an amount of love but a way of loving. We probably understand it to mean:
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God loved so much. However, it actually points as to how God loved us. In other words, it can be expressed
by saying instead: “God loved this way...”. “God so loved” means “God thus loved.”
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But how? What is the way God loved? He loved such “that He gave His one and only Son.” And we
understand that this giving was a giving up to rejection and death.
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e “He came to that which was His own, but His own [people] did not receive Him” (John 1:11).
Instead they killed him.

e And Jesus said of all this, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). So, when the Father gave His only begotten Son,
He gave Him to die.
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That’s the kind of love the Father has. It is a sacrificial love. He doesn’t withhold His most precious treasure
— His Son. Let’s keep on meditating on this truth. It’s a very costly love. A very powerful and giving love yet
very painful love. The meaning of Christmas is the celebration of this love. “For God so loved....”
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B. Another aspect of God’s love can be appreciated in the way He gives this costly love to an undeserving
world of sinners. The manner of God’s love is amazing because of the infinite value of what He gives — the
Gift, namely His one and only Son. However, shockingly, it can also be seen in the rebelliousness of whom
God gives His Son for.
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Romans 5:7~8 - 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone
might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.
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Just before John 3:16 Jesus compares His own coming with what happened in the Old Testament (O.T.),
when the people of Israel rebelled against God. The result of this sin was a plague of serpents biting people
inside the camp and people dying everywhere. Then Moses prayed for his fellowmen and God responded
by saying:
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Numbers 21:8 - “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.”
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So, God’s way of love to rescue the rebellious people from dying was to lift up a snake on a pole so that all
the people had to do was look at it in faith and be saved. Then the Lord Jesus makes the application by
saying in John 3:14~15:
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14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 1° that everyone
who believes may have eternal life in him [Jesus].”
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When John 3:16 says, “God so loved the world that He gave...” it means God gave His one and only
begotten Son to a world of rebels, serpent (or Satan) bitten, sinful, perishing — and Jesus is their only hope.
God loved this world of people He created.
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lll. Whoever believes and receives God's gift will be saved.
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Another uplifting and powerful word for us today is “whoever.” This describes the receiver of God’s love.
God loves all the people of the world, but no one receives or benefits from that love until he/she believes
in Jesus, the Gift that the Father gave.
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God intended for His Son to be exalted before the world of sinners as His ultimate Gift or His instrument of
deliverance and healing, just like the snake was lifted up on the pole. “Whoever believes in him [Jesus]
shall not perish but have eternal life.”
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To believe in Jesus means much more than intellectual awareness or agreement. It means to trust in
to rely on, and to cling to Jesus for eternal life.
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Eternal life, on the other hand, is much more than a long or never-ending life. It does not mean that this
present, physical life goes on forever. Instead, eternal life carries the idea of a certain quality of life, of
God’s kind of life. It is the kind of life enjoyed in eternity. Literally, “life of the age to come” and refers
therefore to resurrection and heavenly existence in perfect glory and holiness.
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IV. Look to Jesus and receive God’s gift for your own salvation.
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ILLUSTRATION: When Charles Spurgeon, the great London preacher from the 19th century, was 16 years

old and an unbeliever, he happened to enter a small Methodist Chapel with fifteen people in a snowstorm.
The preacher was a layman. He was preaching from Isaiah 45:22 (KJV): “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all



the ends of the earth: for | am God, and there is none else.” At one point he looked right at Charles and said,
“Young man, look to Jesus Christ. Look. Look. Look.”

Spurgeon later on said: “/ saw at once the way of salvation . . . like as when the brazen serpent was lifted
up, the people only looked and were healed, so it was with me. | had been waiting to do fifty things, but
when | heard that word, ‘Look!” what a charming word it seemed to me! Oh! | looked until | could almost
have looked my eyes away. There and then the cloud was gone, the darkness had rolled away, and that
moment | saw the sun.”
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One might say, “I have borne the guilt and shame of sin in my life for a long, long time.” Yes, God knows
that. He knows everything about us. We all reek with the stench of sin. But that didn’t prevent Him from
loving us. In fact, it is precisely the measure of our unworthiness that makes the love of God remedy our
sin problem through His Son as the only adequate sacrifice.
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So today, do not look at yourself. Look to the Son and to the love of God and to the promise that whoever
believes will never perish but have eternal life.
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Corrie Ten Boom: “If you look at the world, you'll be distressed. If you look within, you'll be depressed. If
you look at God you'll be at rest.”
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Conclusion/Application



ILLUSTRATION: During the Spanish-American War, Clara Barton was overseeing the work of the Red Cross
in Cuba. One day Colonel Theodore Roosevelt came to her, wanted to buy food for his sick and wounded
Rough Riders. But she refused to sell him any. Roosevelt was perplexed. His men needed the help and he
was prepared to pay out of his own funds. When he asked someone why he could not buy the supplies, he
was told, "Colonel, just ask for it!" A smile broke over Roosevelt's face. Now he understood--the provisions

were not for sale. All he had to do was simply ask and they would be given freely.
[Source: Our Daily Bread, October 11, 1992.]

K ORT, 77T « X=X 2a—A"TREFOMAFLZEFHL WELEZ, HDHH. &
FRT « =R UL D R LD & ZAITR->TE T, RRPERAY LB RR KO- D12
BEEZzEBIELELL, LrL, 727 70BRORTEEZR 727012, —X~YL MIAKL
FL, =AUV FOETIXBITZ0E L LTEBY, —RA~L MIHSOEENS KO
BEbH0FE LI, EREZTEoTINVONEHNNLE, 7T7T1% TKME, I272ATL
SV LEZF L, L— X UL FOBRICELNZIENE L=, BRIFEVIIRL ., =78
DITHHICLO XD LA LTZDOTT, [TAV—7 Ly F, 1992410 A 11 HfFL D]

This Christmas, remember that God has given the greatest Gift of all — His one and only Son Jesus Christ.
Forgiveness of sins, reconciliation with God, and the assurance of eternal life are freely given when we ask
for them in faith.
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