MIC Worship Service — 2023.01.08

Title: “Receive God’s Promises”

Text: Isaiah 54:1~8
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1 “Sing, barren woman, you who never bore a child: burst into song, shout for joy, you who
were never in labor; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who
has a husband,” says the Lord. 2 “Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains
wide, do not hold back, lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. ® For you will spread out
to the right and to the left; your descendants will dispossess nations and settle in their

desolate cities.

4“Do not be afraid: you will not be put to shame. Do not fear disgrace; you will not be
humiliated. You will forget the shame of your youth and remember no more the reproach of
your widowhood. ® For your Maker is your husband the Lord Almighty is his name—the Holy
One of Israel is your Redeemer; he is called the God of all the earth. ¢ The Lord will call you
back as if you were a wite deserted and distressed in spirit—a wife who married young, only
to be rejected,” says your God. 7 “For a brief moment | abandoned you, but with deep
compassion | will bring you back. éIn a surge of anger | hid my face from you for a moment,

but with everlasting kindness | will have compassion on you,” says the Lord your Redeemer.
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Introduction

A Blessed New Year to all!
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The Prophet Isaiah, whose name means "God is Salvation”, lived and ministered in Israel in
the 8th-century BC. He had a long career as a prophet. The first verse of the Book of Isaiah
states that he prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah (or Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, the kings of Judah (Isaiah 1:1). According to Wikipedia, “Uzziah's reign was 52 years
in the middle of the 8th century BC, and Isaiah must have begun his ministry a few years
before Uzziah's death, probably in the 740s BC---. Thus, Isaiah may have prophesied for as

long as 64 years.”
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This particular passage speaks of Israel’s future. That is, their destruction and reconstitution.
Some 200 years later, Israel would cease to exist as a nation. Nebuchadnezzar Il would have
deported the Israelites to Babylon. Yet, God gives them a promise to bring them back into
their land. The Prophet Jeremiah predicted the exile to last 70 years (See Jeremiah 25:11~12;
Daniel 9:2).
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So, this is a prophecy about the nation of Israel. It is also a prophecy of hope and a new
beginning after they had experienced God’s discipline. Let’s look at the passage even more

closely.
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I Israel’s future prophesied
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The LORD addresses Israel as His wife. He revealed to them what they should expect Him to
do after they had gone through their national defeat in the hands of foreign powers. That

includes:
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A. The nation will be able to rejoice like a barren woman who gives birth to many

children — vv. 1~3
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1. “Sing, barren woman, you who never bore a child; burst into song, shout for joy,

you who were never in labor; because more are the children of the
desolate woman than of her who has a husband,” says the Lord ” (v.1). In ancient
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Israel, the infertile woman carried an enormous baggage of shame and disgrace. Here,
God compares captive Israel to a barren woman who can now “sing”— because the

Lord’s promise of future fruitfulness for the nation.
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The Babylonian exile and captivity was more than oppression for Israel. It also meant shame,
disgrace, and humiliation. God promises them a glorious deliverance from not only their
deportation to Babylon,

but also from the shame, disgrace, and humiliation.

NEOAYADBREFHRNIEZ, A RTITIICE>TERZIMETIEH Y FEATLEZ, T
ARZIIIZE ST, By, REE, BEEZERLAZDOTY, LALMERIZ, 1 XR7TILD
AL ZNREQYADBRANALERICT ST TEL, WELEENODED L WERE HHER
SN0 TY,

In the NT, the Apostle Paul cited this passage in Galatians 4:27, in the context of the

miraculous spiritual “birth” of those under the New Covenant. It is also likely that Paul
intended to indicate that the children of the New Covenant (Church) would outnumber the

children of the Old Covenant (Israel).
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2. Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back;

lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. °> For you will spread out to the right
and to the left; your descendants will dispossess nations and settle in their
desolate cities” (vv.2~3). The curse and shame of barrenness would be broken, and

Israel would be so fruitful, that they would have to expand their living space. This would



be of particular comfort to the returning Babylonian exiles, who felt themselves small

in number and weak. This promise would strengthen them.
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ILLUSTRATION: It's a lingering issue among Jews and Palestinians in Israel even today. Israel

wants to expand settlements in areas where Palestinians claim to be part of their future state.
Not only that, because of the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine, many Jewish people
who are living in those countries are making aliyah (immigration to Israel).
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B. The nation of Israel will be restored /ike a widowwho is rescued from her reproach
—verses 4~6
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1. “Do not be afraid; you will not be put to shame. Do not fear disgrace; you will not
be humiliated. You will forget the shame of your youth and remember no more the
reproach of your widowhood” (v.4). Just as God compared the disgrace of Israel to




the shame of barrenness, now He compares their humiliation to

the reproach of widowhood. Here, the LORD promises rescue from Israel’s shame.
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Israel’s sins brought on the Egyptian captivity, the Babylonian exile, and her current
dispersion, but the glories of the future kingdom will be so great that they will overshadow
past failures.
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2. “For your Maker is your husband” (v.5).

Though Israel might have been regarded as abandoned as a widow, the LORD promises

to stand as her husband.

SEIICIE. [HEF-DOXRIEHEF-2E--FH] LEHhNTULET,

2. [Hhlht-oXkiEHhi-%#&E->7-&] (GEH)
AZXTIINE, RPHEODLESICRECoONTZEBDbNELD LNEEAD, £lT. ¥H
DTHDIELDKDEIIT, A RATINDEDICLELEHN DI EENRINI-DTLT,
ZOMRDOZEN, 5. 6HIIEMNMTVWETOT, BTALET,

° For your Maker is your husband the Lord Almighty is his name—the Holy One of Israel is
your Redeemer: he is called the God of all the earth.  The Lord will call you back as if you

were a wite deserted and distressed in spirit—a wife who married young, only to be rejected,”
says your God.
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APPLICATION: Through the centuries, many hurting women have taken this promise for

themselves. Forsaken by a husband (or, unable to find a husband), they have found beautiful
comfort in the promise that God would be a husband to them, when all others forsook them.
The principle holds true: God will supply and meet our needs (including emotional needs),

and rescue us from our disgrace and shame, when others have abandoned us.
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3. “The Lord Almighty is his name” (v.5). To comfort and strengthen His people, God
reminds them of how wonderful of a Savior He is. God is “the Holy One of Israel is
your Redeemer; he is called the God of all the earth.” Not only does God supply a

husband, but a magnificent One — Himself.
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This is reminiscent of our Lord Jesus Christ setting a holy example to human husbands.

Ephesians 5:25~27 - # Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave

himself up for her? to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the
word, % and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other

blemish, but holy and blameless.
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APPLICATION: When God says that He will meet our needs when others forsake us does not

leave us to a place of “second best.”He can be a greater husband than any man can be. This
is something for every single woman to remember and something no married woman should

forget. An earthly husband can never fulfill every need that the great Heavenly Husband can.
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C. God describes His restoration of Israel — verses 7~8
7 “For a brief moment | abandoned you, but with deep compassion | will bring you back. ®In a
surge of anger | hid my face from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness | will have

compassion on you,” says the Lord your Redeemer.
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1. “For a brief moment | abandoned you” (v.7a). God never really forsook Israel, yet He
recognized that they felt forsaken. God said, “for a brief moment | allowed you to feel

that | have abandoned you.”
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2. “But with deep compassion | will bring you back” (v.Tb). The “abandoned”is in
the present tense; the “deep compassion” are in the future tense. Israel has basis to

set their hope and trust in the LORD, though they feel forsaken at the moment.
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3. “In a surge of anger | hid my face from you for a moment, but with everlasting
kindness | will have compassionon you” (v.8). The contrast is between
the moment of feeling forsaken and the everlasting nature of the kindness that will

come.
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APPLICATION: When we feel tried and forsaken, we should recognize that it is just for

a moment, and the everlasting blessing will certainly come.
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Il. God’s promises for the New Year
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Biblical prophecies are God’s promises for us too. Here are some things we can hope and

trust God for as we enter this New Year:
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Do

A. Enjoy your life in God - * “Sing, barren woman, you who never bore a child; burst into
song, shout for joy, you who were never in labor; because more are the children of the

desolate woman than of her who has a husband,” says the Lord.
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Enlarge your capacity - “Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide,

do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes.
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C. Emasculate fear from your life - * “Do not be afraid; you will not be put to shame. Do

not fear disgrace; you will not be humiliated. You will forget the shame of your youth and

remember no more the reproach of your widowhood.
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Conclusion/Application

To receive the prophecies as true is to accept them as God’s promises to us. A
promise from God is a statement we can depend on with absolute confidence. We

can trust Him that He is able to do what He has promised for as the passage says:
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° For your Maker is your husband the Lord Almighty is his name—the Holy One of Israel
is your Redeemer; he is called the God of all the earth.
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