MIC Worship Service —2023.01.15
Title: “Our Identity in Christ”
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Text: Colossians 3:1~17, NIV

1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and
your life is now hidden with Christ in God. *When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will
appear with himin glory.

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil
desires and greed, which is idolatry. ® Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.” You used to walk in
these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these:
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. ® Do not lie to each other, since you have
taken off your old self with its practices'®and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge in the image of its Creator.'Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. ¥* And over all these virtues put
on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

15 et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace. And be thankful. 1 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish
one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with
gratitude in your hearts.}” And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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Introduction

ILLUSTRATION: When King Edward VIII, uncle of the late Queen Elizabeth I, died in Paris, a TV tribute
was shown. It narrated the highlights of his life including an interview in which he answered questions
about his childhood, his brief reign, and his eventual abdication.// Talking about his father, he said: "My
father [King George V] was a strict disciplinarian. Sometimes when | had done something wrong, he
would admonish me, saying, 'My dear boy, you must always remember who you are.""
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“You must always remember who you are.”
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Do not forget your identity. Let’s receive God’s Word today, as it reminds us of our new identity in Christ.
Let’s remember who we are in Christ!
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You might recall that we’ve been intermittently working through this epistle that the Apostle Paul wrote
to the Colossian church. He clearly communicated in the first two (2) chapters that Christ is sufficient for
us. There’s nothing else to be added to the person or work of Jesus. He is more than enough.
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And in this chapter, we are introduced to the practical side of the doctrines we have already learned. It
teaches us to let Christ permeate our daily life. Indeed, it impacts everything when we consider who we
are in light of what our Lord Jesus has done for us.
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I. Our identity in Christ — verses 1~4
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Who are you? Verses 1 to 4 remind us of who we are and then tells us to set our minds on this reality.
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1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your
life is now hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear
with him in glory.
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Let us focus on the two (2) truths mentioned in this passage.
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A. Truth #1: Christ is seated at the right hand of God (v.1). Our Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross to
pay the price of our sins and was buried. After three (3) days, He miraculously came back to life and
remained on earth for 40 more days. This fact was attested to by many witnesses (1 Corinthians 15:3~8).
Then, He went up to heaven. This is called the Ascension of Christ.

A EEZD1: FUVRBMI, OEDOEEZEDTBONET (18) .

FI-HDEAT A - F U R ML, FA-BOIROMRGIZ L D 72 DI +F2L LT, 25N E
L7-, £ LT, 3 HERICHBIIC i%ﬂ@\é%m405%ﬂi_kki%Mibto:@$£
1Z. 2L DAL > CGEHENTWET 12V b 15 E3-SE) ., LT, RKicEbnF
L7ze TNEFXFVAFDOHRKESWVET,

Right now, Jesus is exalted to God’s right hand and reigns over everything. As Jesus himself said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Matthew 28:18).
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Jesus is on heaven’s throne. That’s the first truth that Paul wants us to know.
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B. Truth #2: What'’s true of Jesus becomes true of us too. When we trust Jesus, we become so closely
associated with Him that we are able to partake of His blessed life.
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Dr. John MacArthur: “Because of their union with Christ, believers spiritually entered his death and
resurrection at the moment of their conversion and have been and are now alive in him so as to
understand spiritual truths, realities, blessings, and the will of God.”
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What more? In the future, we will join Jesus in His eternal reign.
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Revelation 3:21 - “To the one who is victorious, | [Jesus Christ] will give the right to sit with me on my
throne, just as | was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne.”
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In a sense, we already participate in this now.
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Ephesians 2:6 - And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus,

TRYANSNDFRL2E6H : FU AL - A RZH-T, LHITLANRZDHE, & BITKORT
T POLETSTEESVNELL,

Once again, Colossians 3:1~4 reminds us of our new identity and new reality in Jesus Christ. Moreover, it
tells us to set our minds where Christ has already put us. Neither forget nor belittle our identity in Christ.

B IRLETN, aagthf A~OFHK 3 T 14 fHild, BN/ A - F U X NMZHDIH LW
TAT T AT A—EFHLVWEEERWVEZ ST T NET, 512, U AR T TR

4



HLEABEWTLEE o ZAIILEEL LI EHZTWET, XUV A NMIHITZHLOT A
TUTATA—EENTZD, BAUZD LTIIWTEEA,

APPLICATION: Paul isn’t telling us to quit this world. He’s not telling us to resign from our jobs or to stop
caring about familial or business concerns. In fact, Paul has instructions for us on how to act in these
areas in the succeeding verses (18~24).
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What Paul is saying is for us to live our lives here on earth, doing very ordinary things like studying,
working, cooking, etc. in light of our new identity. Never let who you are in Jesus be forgotten. Always
remember your true identity in Him.
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Il. Our behavior must demonstrate our identity in Christ — verses 5~17
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How? Basically, there are two (2) things we must do: Forsake certain attitudes and actions & cultivate
certain attitudes and actions
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A. Forsake certain attitudes and actions — verses 5~11
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The 1° part of verse 5 says, “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature...” The

language he used is violent! Not so different from what our Lord Jesus talked about on how to get rid of
what causes us to sin.
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Matthew 5:29~30 - 2 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better
for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 3° And if your right
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your
body than for your whole body to go into hell.
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Certain behaviors are incompatible with our identity in Christ. When we remember who we are, we will
have to put these things away. What are they?
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Paul identifies three (3) areas of life that we must be careful of:
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1. Sexual immorality — “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires ...” (3:5a). Paul is talking about sexual sins covering both
thoughts and actions. He is exhorting us to live up to our God-given identity. That is, to put to death the
areas of our sex lives that are dishonoring to Him. Rather, honor Him with it.
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Please don’t misunderstand what Paul is saying here: sex is good. It’s a gift from God. Enjoy sex within
the boundaries God has given it. Don’t defile sex by going out of its biblical parameters. For example,
singles, don’t engage in sexual activities until you’re married (fornication). If you’re married, “Drink from
your own cistern” (Proverbs 5:15).
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Hebrews 13:4 - Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge
the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.

ATV A~DOFH 13 &= 4 Hi

FEAE AT NTONZETND LI LSy, BRZG L TEIWT EEA, 28706 IR
MATIRE L BEEIT OB L 2SI N6 TT,



Be faithful to your spouse. | believe, this sin can be minimized or avoided if married couples continually
grow in intimacy. Sex must never be weaponized (for example, withholding it) to punish your spouse.
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| Corinthians 7:2~5 -2 But since sexual immorality is occurring, each man should have sexual relations
with his own wife, and each woman with her own husband. 2 The husband should fulfill his marital duty
to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. * The wife does not have authority over her own body
but yields it to her husband. In the same way, the husband does not have authority over his own body
but yields it to his wife. ° Do not deprive each other except perhaps by mutual consent and for a time, so
that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt
you because of your lack of self-control.
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2. Greed — “and greed, which is idolatry” (3:5b).
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God is so good to us. He’s given us so much. But there’s something in us that thinks that we need more,
that we have to have more if we’re going to be happy. Paul calls this “greed”, and it’s a form of idolatry.
Idolatry is excessive attachment or devotion to something instead of God. History is littered with ruined
lives because of greed and idolatry.
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C.S. Lewis: “Human history is the long terrible story of man trying to find something other than God
which will make him happy.”
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3. Relational sins — Paul also mentions relational sins. “® But now you must also rid yourselves of all
such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. ° Do not lie to
each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices” (vv.8~9a).
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Paul warns us what’s at stake: “Because of these the wrath of God is coming” (3:6). This is serious! He
also reminds us why we no longer have to do these things: “..since you have taken off your old
self with its practices °and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the

image of its Creator” (vv. 9b~10).
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Paul under the guidance of the Holy Spirit is telling us that certain behaviors — sex outside of marriage,
greed, and relational sins — are incompatible with who we are now. We must relentlessly avoid and
seriously eradicate them because they’re just not who we are anymore.
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Here’s the flip side: Christianity is not all about prohibitions (don’ts) but it also teaches us how to live
according to God’s will (do’s).
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B. Cultivate certain attitudes and actions —verses 12~17

B. HOREDREECITEIZE TS - 12~17Hji

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience.
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What a list. Notice how relational all of this is. And just in case we miss the point, Paul underlines the
importance of forgiveness and love:
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Colossians 3:13~14 - 3Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 1* And over all these virtues put on love, which binds
them all together in perfect unity.
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Verses 15 to 17 apply this specifically to the church. One of the ways we live out who we are is to live it
out in the context of the church. That’s what we’re doing here — our ministry of the Word and song and
life together — is so important. It’s not optional. It’s living out who we are.
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The believer lives his life -- all of it -- for Jesus. His desire is to do the things that he may do in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. He will persevere in the difficulty of doing such things, knowing that he is doing
them in the name of His Lord.
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Conclusion/Application

The Epistle to the Colossians was not written to fictitious people. It was written by Saint Paul while in jail
to people with real lives and real problems. It reminds them of their new identity in Jesus Christ and
how it should inform and impact their daily lives.
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But it doesn’t end there. When we have trusted our Lord Jesus, what’s true of Him becomes true of us
as well. We have been raised with Him. We will reign with Him. So never forget who you are in Christ,
and behave like it.

L2rL, 2N TRDOY TIEH Y ¥ A, BB TFA T RAEE LR, T4 2OEMITELT-
HLOBEMIZER LD TYT, FAIbidFEA =R ML AN Z 0 £ LT-, FAEITI & i+
HDTT, TIMLEH, FVAMIBDLIEHSZRLTENT, TOEIZITEIL T ZE0,

King Edward VIII didn’t heed his father’s advice. His father told him to always remember who he is. But
he didn’t. However, Paul turns to us and says, “Remember who you are in Jesus; that’s you’re new
identity.” Will we?
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