MIC Worship Service — 2023.01.22
Title: “Family Matters”
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Text: Colossians 3:18~21, NIV

18 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. ** Husbands, love your wives and do
not be harsh with them. 2° Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. ?! Fathers, do
not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.
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Introduction

Believing in the Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior touches every area of our lives. That includes family
relationships because each Family Matters to God.
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Beginning with verse 18, let's examine some of the guidelines Christ has given us through the apostle...
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I. “Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands” — verse 18a
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A. What does the word, “submit” mean? It carries the idea of being “arranged under, to be subordinate, to
yield to one’s control or to obey.” Some people probably don’t like this word and will try to avoid it at all
cost. But, in a marriage relationship, it is a necessary requirement. It’s especially true among believers.
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Ephesians 5:22 - Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord.
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B. Submission is neither an issue about equality nor a woman’s personal worth. It is not being who is
smarter or who has a bigger net worth. It is simply God’s design and plan for the married couple. The
second part of v.18 says, “as is fitting in the Lord.” It is necessary and is the right thing to do.
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C. To be willing to submit to another is consistent with Jesus' own teaching and example.
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Matthew 20:25~28 - 2 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants
to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—
28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
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Of course, God’s blessing is there when it is carefully observed. Otherwise, there can be negative
consequences. Take for example, a possibility that it may have a strong bearing on the sexual orientation
of the children!
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ILLUSTRATION: Research on male homosexuals
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Dr. Irving Bieber studied the family background of 106 male homosexuals ("What Everyone Should Know
About Homosexuality", LaHaye, p. 71-72) He found that:
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e 81 mothers were dominating

e 62 of the mothers were overprotective

e 66 mothers made the homosexual their favorite child

e 82 of the fathers spent very little time with their sons

e 79 fathers maintained a detached attitude toward them
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And now, for an often much needed word to the husbands...
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Il. “Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them” — verse 19
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A. It will be easier for the wife to submit to her husband, if the husband is loving, respectable and Christlike,
not harsh. The standard and model of the husband’s love for the wife is Christ.
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Ephesians 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.
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How did Christ love the church? Christ “gave himself up for her”. It means He loved the church sacrificially
and unconditionally. Christ gave His life for the church.
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B. Another way of loving the wife is by nourishing and cherishing her, as if she were an extension of his
own body.
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Ephesians 5:28~29 - 22|n this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who
loves his wife loves himself. 2° After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their
body, just as Christ does the church—




[~y A~DOTHE] 5 % 28-29 i

BZzOEIT, ROADOELZAZONPLEDE I ITESRFNTARY A, AHOELET
HHEITEANEELTNEDOTT, ® ERbHSOEEZHEALHIZOEEA, PA-T, ek
WETEY, ThiEF Y 2 IBBREE ) ShED LR T,

ILLUSTRATION: My wedding vow
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During our wedding, my bride and | had exchanged vows to each other. Among other things, | said to her
that “I’m committed to your [her] growth.” (All aspects!)
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Once again: “Husbands, love your wives!” And, remember: No woman has ever attacked her husband
while he was doing the dishes.
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Speaking of the family, what about the children?
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lll. “Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord” — verse 20
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ILLUSTRATION: One big news last week was about China's official figure showing its population declined
last year for the first time in 61 years. NHK World-Japan reported that “The number of children born in
2022 fell by more than 1 million to an estimated 9.56 million. The birthrate dropped to 6.77 per 1,000
people, the lowest since the country's foundation in 1949.” Moreover, “Last year, the United Nations said
India may overtake China in 2023 to become the world's most populous nation. A previously released UN
estimate puts India's population at 1.412 billion.” [https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/20230117_29/]
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A. How big is your biological family? My father had 6 siblings while my mother had 7. For myself, | have a
brother and two sisters. Family size is not the only thing different when it comes to family dynamics
nowadays. Some societies redefine what a family is. However, one thing is certain: The Bible’s
description very well fits our time.
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2 Timothy 3:1~4 - But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the
good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—
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In other words, raising kids in the present time is even more challenging if not incredibly difficult. But, as
God’s chosen people, we have available resources to lead our children in the faith. We have God’s
instructions in His Word. We can pray for them. We can be hopeful because God the Holy Spirit is our
Helper as we set them an example of living a life of faith and obedience to God.
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B. Teach them obedience “for this pleases the Lord”. There's also a promise “that it may go well with you
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth” (Ephesians 6:3).
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On the contrary, the sin of disobedience is regarded as a serious offence in the Old testament, much like
witchcraft and idolatry. King Saul learned this lesson the hard way.
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1 Samuel 15:22~23 - 22But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much
as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 23 For
rebellion is like the sin of divination and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the
word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.”
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Moreover, the punishment in some cases for rebellious children was death!
Fo. KR T E 60T 258013, HARICEoTIETHH Y £ LT,

Deuteronomy 21:18~21 - 18|f someone has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and
mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, ° his father and mother shall take hold of him
and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 2°They shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is
stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a glutton and a drunkard.” ?* Then all the men of his
town are to stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be
afraid.
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Thankfully, we are not under the same law and that we live in a different place and time. The point is:
parents must not take rebelliousness lightly. It is a serious problem that should concern us. It is not "just a
stage that children go through" (for some never leave it). It is a situation that requires much prayer and
wisdom to bring the child out of it!
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C. Parents have the key role in influencing their children’s lives. And, when it comes to discipline and
setting an example, fathers are specifically mandated to train them. “Fathers, do not embitter your
children, or they will become discouraged” (v.21).
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How does that happen?
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Maybe, by being unfair in their discipline like punishing without fair warning or showing favoritism in the
exercise of discipline.
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Or, by being hypocritical in our teaching and example. "Do as | say, not as | do" has no place in the
vocabulary of Christian fathers. Not only does hypocrisy discourage children, it often is the underlying
reason why children deconstruct and leave the faith!
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As a father myself, | know all this does not come easy. But with the help of God we can apply these lessons
from our Lord.
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Conclusion/Application

The wisdom and knowledge that comes from Christ are relevant to the challenges that we face today. The
passage we have studied clearly illustrates this fact!

BHOUIZ

FURAMPL OO INDFELHFIL, RIZORSHERLTWD (B L TWES, FA
LN FEATEREFTIE, ZOFRZT-E D LIRLTHET,

Imagine how "adequate" our families would be if we all followed God’s Word as written by the apostle
Paul. Families living together in love and harmony! We may not be able to change society as we desire but,
at least we can start with ourselves ... with our families ... with our church.
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