MIC Worship Service — 2023.01.29
Title: “Devoted to Prayer”
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Text: Colossians 4:2~6, NIV

2pevote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 2 And pray for us, too, that God may open a
door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains. # Pray that |
may proclaim it clearly, as | should. ® Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. © Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how
to answer everyone.
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Introduction

Paul wrote about how the gospel affects many of our different relationships. These are marital, parental,
familial and business relationships (Colossians 3:18~4:1). In the passage we’ve just read, he begins to talk
about how to relate to “outsiders”. In particular, he wants us to focus on two (2) things that we need to do.
Both of them are actions that each and every one of us can do. That is, praying for others and telling others
about God.
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I. Pray for others — verses 2~4
I. fIOANDTDIZHTD - 2-4 Hi

2pevote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 2 And pray for us, too, that God may open a
door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains.  Pray that |
may proclaim it clearly, as | should.
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Devotion to prayer. Here's the first step to our mission to the world. Inasmuch that we want the good news
of our Lord Jesus to spread in Minoh City and beyond, it is birthed by praying for other people. One might
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think that his mission begins with the first convert. It doesn’t. It commences with prayer. For there is nothing
that makes one love others so much as devoted prayer for them.
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ILLUSTRATION: From time to time people ask me why we have come to Japan or why we chose Japan as our
mission field. | have a short and a long version answer to such a question. The answer depends on the person
I’'m talking to and the available time we have to tell our testimony. One sure element of our testimony is our
growing love for Japan and her people. As my wife and | devoted time in prayers to go on overseas missions,
we also advocated for and promoted prayers for Japan long before God opened the door for our arrival. The
more we prayed for Japan, the more our love grew and the desire to come intensified....
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Do we realize how hard prayer can be? Oswald Chambers said: “Prayer does not fit us for the greater works;
prayer is the greater work.” As another preacher puts it, “Everything we do in the Christian life is easier than
prayer.” This may be one of the reasons why sharing the gospel is hard: because we don’t begin with this
necessary first step in devoted prayer.

BB, FToNENIEEHELWLDOTHLINEHMEL TWNDTLE I D, FAYNLEK - Fx
N—=20F, FVIIERREDTEZDIZH DL DROTIERL, TV ZFNMERBRELROTT, |
ERRTWET, FLHOMEEIL. 7V AF¥ U AETTDHZ EITTRT, BIIFHZ &I
IR Z T, | EEoTVnET, BEEZBADLIZENHLWEBO—DIX, ZOAR
A RIQEHID AT T THDHBRIPII2HT O D OIRD IR NN L7200 s LitEd A,

A. Attitudes in prayer —verses 1~2
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Paul tells us not just to pray. But, to be devoted in prayer. Then he tells us two (2) characteristics that should
mark our prayers: watchfulness and being thankful.
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1. Being watchful — “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful....” When our Lord Jesus spent His time
in prayer at Gethsemane before His arrest and mock trial, three of His disciples accompanied Him — Peter,
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James & John. Jesus began to be sorrowful and troubled. He told them sincerely, “My soul is
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me” (Matthew 26:38).
But what did they do? Sadly, the Gospel writer tells us in...

. HFEFES<HDHZ L - THEZIEFL T, ~72@AHRIFTVRI, | AT ANEM I, &
HEZ T DN v~ XTI O ZB I L TEBONERE, 3 A0S F-b-XFn, Yar,
INF-HEITLELE, T TAZRFEEE HELABOLNE L, 20L&, A=A T4
bizgbhiz, [bZLIFELAOHEVERIZE T, Z 228NN T, bizLEWVo Lk
L:E%‘:éibfni&ém ] (w214 0fEEE 26 =38 H) ., LrL, HFlebidEsLieoT
LoD BEEOTEITIRDOLIGE>TWVET,

Matthew 26:40 — Then he [Jesus] returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep
watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter.
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Graciously, the Lord Jesus told them why they should keep watch and be alert in the following verse. “Watch
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (v.41).
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Why should we keep this attitude of watchfulness? It’s because we naturally drift away from praying and we
don’t even realize it. Does it ever happen to you that your mind wanders and loses focus when you or
someone else is praying? Sometimes because of tiredness, we struggle against sleep when we pray. Other
times we pray as if we were asleep, and our prayers simply sound and feel tired and sleepy.
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Here Paul is telling the Colossians not to go to sleep when they pray. How | wish we had a spiritual alarm
clock that automatically sets off every time we get lazy in prayer. Or else be very cognizant of our need to

pray.
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The founder of Protestantism, Dr. Martin Luther said, “If I should neglect prayer but a single day, | should
lose a great deal of the fire of faith.”
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If we’re going to see our church making a positive impact in the community, it’s going to be because of
prayer. That’s where evangelism begins.
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2. Beingthankful — St. Paul also says that we should pray with thanksgiving. It's necessary because if we're
only alert but not thankful, we may be engulfed with differing emotions such as boredom or anxiety. The
atmosphere of being in this spiritual battle will become too intense. Thanksgiving will make things more
bearable. It will keep us focused on God and His faithfulness as we continue to pray for those around us.
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John Piper: “When Paul says that our praying is to be done with thanksgiving, he means that we should keep
our eyes on the victory of God. We do not fight as losers or even as those who are uncertain. We know God
will win. And if we have eyes to see, we will recognize the path of his power again and again.”
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Pray with both watchfulness and thankfulness. But, what about the substance of prayer?
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B. Contents of prayer — Verses 34
3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of
Christ, for which | am in chains. % Pray that | may proclaim it clearly, as | should.
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What should we pray for? Paul mentions three (3) prayer items in verses 3 and 4:
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1. “And pray for us, too” — Pray for those, like Paul, who play a particularly important role in spreading the
gospel. Pray for those in our church and beyond who are particularly called to proclaim the good news of
the gospel.
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2. “That God may open a door for our message” - Pray for open doors. Paul was in prison when he wrote
this epistle. He wasn’t asking them to pray for an open door so he could be released. Instead, he asked them
to pray for open doors for the gospel. He wanted gospel opportunities “so that we [they] may proclaim the
mystery of Christ.”

2. [ HRLZLIZDOEDITHZEWTLEEST, -1 - MBAEIMNDLITHHZ & TT,
NRuBlZZOFRREENZE X, BPICWE Lz, HITHRESNA 7DD L 5 I2HT
HZLERODTE-OTIZHV FHA, FORDVIZ, HWIFEEOT-OICHBEINDL L IS X
IEAFE LT, Mk (F7=h (E5) WXV A POBRFEEEND L HIC] BEOHESERD TV
7~ DT,

3. “Pray that | may proclaim it clearly, as | should” - Pray for clarity in communicating the gospel message,
the good news of salvation. Paul asked them to pray that he would be able to speak clearly, explain simply
and apply practically the unchanging Word to a dying world.
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If you aren’t already doing this, | encourage you to start. All of us can do this. Be devoted in prayer, to be
courageously persistent in prayer. Pray for your pastor, for our missionaries, and for those of us who have a
particular role in proclaiming the gospel. Pray for gospel opportunities as well as for clarity in proclaiming
Christ and Him crucified, when opportunities arise.
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Sidlow Baxter: "Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message, oppose our arguments, despise our persons
-- but they are helpless against our prayers."
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But here’s the other thing Paul tells us to do:
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Il. Talk to others about God - verses 5~6
5Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation
be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
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Two very simple instructions here:
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A. Live wisely. That’s what Paul means when he says, “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders.” This
is similar to what Jesus said in Matthew 10:16, ““l am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore,
be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.” They would face hostility and spiritual danger yet they
must maintain their Christian identity and composure as His true representatives (salt and light of this earth).
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B. Speak graciously. The substance and the way you speak are important. Speak with intentionality, leading
them to think about God and Christ. Not only that... Listen. Really listen. We don’t need to have all the
answers. We just need to be ready to speak in a way that adorns the gospel and shows love to the people
around us.
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Just as salt not only flavors, but prevents decay, the Christian’s speech should act not only as a blessing to
others, but as a purifying influence within the putrid environment or society where he lives and works.
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Remember: The Christian life isn’t only lived in the prayer closet. There also must be practical, lived-out
Christianity, which lives wisely toward those who are outside the family of God. How we speak has a lot to
do with this, so we must let our speech always be with grace.
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Conclusion/Application

If I were to summarize all of this in one sentence, I'd say: Pray for others, and talk to others about God.
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What do you think will happen if we believed that our prayers really mattered? That God really heard them?
That our effectiveness as a church began on our knees? That there were really big things at stake that
depended on how often we pleaded with God in prayer? What if we took it as seriously as Paul says we
should?
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Evangelism can seem like a scary topic. But all of us can do this. Every single believer can pray. And every
single believer can live differently, and look for opportunities to speak graciously.
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PRAYER: “Abba Father, the message today is quite straightforward and yet it’s not easy to put into practice.
We do need your help. Create in us a heart that is devoted to prayer. Help us to pray with watchfulness and
thankfulness, for open doors and clarity, particularly for those who are on the frontlines of gospel
proclamation. Holy Spirit, please help us to live wisely and speak graciously so that people are drawn to you.
Draw people to you through us for your glory. We pray all of this in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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