MIC Worship Service — 2023.02.05
Title: “Complete the Ministry”
Text: Colossians 4:7~18, NIV
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7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and
fellow servantin the Lord. %] am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may
know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts. ® He is coming with
Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that

is happening here.

WMy fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of
Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.)
1 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my co-
workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me. *2 Epaphras, who is
one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for
you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. *3 | vouch for him
that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. ** Our dear friend
Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings. ¥° Give my greetings to the brothers and sisters

at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house.

16 After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans
and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea. *” Tell Archippus: “See to it that you

complete the ministry you have received in the Lord.”*® [, Paul, write this greeting in my own

hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you.
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Introduction

Today, we'll try to wrap up the series of messages from the Epistle to the Colossians, which
started last year. Yes, it has taken us a long time to reach this point. It's mainly due to the
special events and occasions we had to accommodate instead of rigidly following through the

chapters of this book.
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If it's your first time to hear me preach today or if you've been here before but couldn’t
complete the series of said messages, | have good news for you. One, you may visit our church
website and go to the Resources tab and look for the Sermons page
[https://www.minohchurch.org/all-sermons/]. You'll find there all the past messages I've
delivered from this book and more. Two, | can take you to a much simpler and shorter route.

I'll summarize it for you..:)
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Paul wrote this epistle to a church that he’'d never visited. He was in prison, probably in Rome,
at the time. Paul was deeply concerned about the Colossian church’s struggle with what’s
referred to as the Colossian heresy. There’s this weird mix of beliefs being propagated among
them. That is, Jesus is promoted as one to be believed in but with the acceptance of many

Jewish ritual practices plus a variety of pagan elements put together.
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What the apostle Paul wanted to tell them was simply this: Jesus is enough for salvation.
You don’t need to add anything to Jesus because Jesus is the best that you can ever have. If
you have Jesus, you have everything you need. He warned them to be careful of people who

make light of Jesus, who don’t capture the mind-blowing reality of who Jesus really is.
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So that’s basically what St. Paul has written to the Colossian Christians.// Now, let’s take a
last dive into the rest of Paul’s Epistle to the Colossian church. Here are some lessons to

consider as we Complete the Ministry:
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. There’s strength in numbers.
. BICIZIHHH B
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Dr. John MacArthur, a pastor and Bible teacher, calls this section of the book a “verbal group

photograph, "which is an appropriate description. If Paul were to have a picture with his team,
you’ll have a good idea of who were with him at this time. He wasn’t alone; there’s several of

them.
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Here Paul includes a greeting from and a mention about members of his ministry team. He
devotes a good portion of the epistle to naming messengers, passing on greetings, and giving
final instructions. They were Paul’s supporters. Some of them ministered together with him.
Others were essential because they were able to come and encourage him in this difficult
time while he was in his own words, “in chains” (Col. 4:3). After all, he was a prisoner for the

sake of the gospel of Christ!
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Here we are given an access behind the scenes of Paul’s ministry. The key point we can get
from this is that Paul could not do this on his own. Paul was not a lone ranger. He neither
attempted nor carried out the enormous responsibilities of ministry on his own. He believed

that there’s strength in numbers.
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There is a very old and famous saying, “behind every successful man, there stands a woman”
A woman, not necessarily a wife, could be a mother or perhaps a sister as well. It is said that a

man can be successful with the best wishes and hard work of the ‘woman behind".
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In the case of the apostle Paul, he indicated that he was single while he was doing missionary
work. But, what we do know is that for every Paul or Peter or John in the Bible, there are
others behind them. These are the people who are serving in the background, the “unsung

heroes” of the early church.
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APPLICATION: Ministry is a team effort. For those who are watching the livestreaming version

of the service, you mostly see me and a few others on your screen. But, what you don’t see
are the many others serving the Lord with me before, during and after every service takes

place. This ministry is sustained with the number of people serving God through the church.
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Il. We need each other.
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Pastor John Piper made this comment concerning Paul: “Amazing --- This personal

connectedness is rare. From the most influential Christian leader in the first century — a man
at the top — we see a relational connectedness that fills us with wonder --- Here is a man
who did not let his authority, or his being at the top, choke off the affections that he felt for
these friends. You cannot help but feel --- that these friends were precious to Paul. This was

not politics. This was personal affection and love.”
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God did not form the church to function with a single alpha leader. He tells us that the church
is like a body, giving each member his own gift in order to properly fulfill his own function
(See Romans 12:3~8; 1 Corinthians 12; Ephesians 4:1~16) . We belong to each other. We

need each other.
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Romans 12:4~6a - * For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these

members do not all have the same function, ® so in Christ we, though many, form one

body, and each member belongs to all the others. ¢ We have different gifts, according to the

grace given to each of us---
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Even “Paul the Great” needed help. He needed prayer warriors to help him carry the burden
of praying for churches and individuals spread across the Roman Empire. He himself needed
people to come alongside him, praying for and encouraging him when times were tough
(Colossians 4:3~4). All of us need to be sharpened by other believers around us. We need to
be humble and teachable so that we can be supported and helped by others. We also need
to be willing to offer support and encouragement to others to sharpen those who may grow

dull otherwise. We need each other to complete God’s call & ministry.
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Ill.  Give honor to whom honor is due.
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These were the eight (8) men who took a serious risk to associate with a “orisoner”like Paul.
There was no monetary benefit and there would be little recognition. But they sacrificed their

own time and energy to help Paul.
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A. Men who served as messengers — verses 7~9
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1. Tychicus — He was mentioned five times in the NT. Paul described him as “a dear
brother, a faithful minister and fellow servantin the Lord” (v.7). He was tasked to
deliver Paul’s letter to the Colossians, to the Ephesians (Ephesians 6:21) and probably

to Philemon.
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2. Onesimus — He was a runaway slave and the subject of Paul's letter to Philemon. He is
from Colosse who met Paul and became a Christian. Paul then sent him back to his hometown
and to his former master, Philemon.
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Tychichus and Onesimus were Paul’s messengers to the Colossians to report about their

circumstances and to encourage them.
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7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me... 4| am sending him to you for the express

purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your

hearts.’ He is coming with Onesimus, --- They will tell you everything that is happening

here.
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B. The men who served as comforters — verses 10~11
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3. Aristarchus — He was taken by the mob in Acts 19:29. Then, he went with Paul to Jerusalem
in Acts 20:4. He traveled to Rome with Paul in Acts 27:4. Aristarchus accompanied Paul during
all of these difficult times and was therefore a prisoner by choice. It seems he could have left
at any time, but chose to stay with Paul and share in his sufferings for the sake of encouraging
and supporting Paul. This speaks very highly of his character and commitment to the cause
of Christ.
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4. Mark — The writer of the second Gospel, he was the cousin (nephew) of Barnabas. The
church in Jerusalem met in his mother's house (Acts 12:12). He faltered in the early years. He
deserted Paul during his first missionary journey. He was the main reason why Paul and
Barnabas parted ways (Ac 15:36~41). But eventually proved "helpful”to Paul for service (2Ti
4:11). Even now, he is included with those who Paul said, “proved a comfort to me” (v.11).
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God can change sinners. We can have victory even if we have failed in the past. Do not live
in your past mistakes, but push forward to a victorious future. Paul commands the Colossians
to welcome Mark. Would you want to welcome Mark if you knew what he had done? We
should be forgiving and give second chances to others. Do not be quick to judge or treat

people harshly.
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5. Justus — One of very few fellow workers who were Jewish. although in general most did not

believe a few did and these were a great encouragement to Paul.
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W N\y fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of
Barnabas. (You have received instructions about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.)
1 Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my co-

workers for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me.
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C. The man who was devoted to prayer — verse 12~13
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6. Epaphras — Probable founder of the Colossian church.
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Paul wrote that: “®? Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings.

He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God,

mature and fully assured. * | vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at

Laodicea and Hierapolis.”
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Just as one does not have to be on the court to contribute to a team's success, one does not
have to be present to be a blessing to others! Prayers are a powerful means in doing the work

of ministry.

On a bittersweet note, we now consider...
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D. The men of contrast — verse 14

Y Qur dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings.
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7. Luke — He was Paul’s personal doctor and therefore, often traveled with him. Hence, Luke
was the first known medical missionary. He also wrote the Gospel of Luke and the Book of
Acts. Luke served God wholeheartedly with the talent he had. How can you use your special
talents for God?
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E2xF L7 WA, BOOF - TWBTEEZEN LT, OO LMHERICERE LTz, HAETZIL.
BOORRBTREZED LS ICHRDOIZDIES ZENTESLTLLIN?
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8. Demas - Sadly, Demas deserted Paul because of his “love for the world” (2 Timothy
4:9~10). This shows us that not everyone who starts well finishes well. Ministering for the

Lord does not make us immune to temptations.

8. TRR—HELWZ EIZ, TR HICHTZE] ofcviciynxBEcEz L 2 7€
T 4:9~10) . 2OZElF. BWRE— AT 5TANE, BEWRDY AZ2T5hITTIEAGWNS
EERLTWET, EDDICEETHI LT, FHREEFRIIADZ LW ZETIEHY FHA,

Demas is a stark contrast with Mark. Mark failed, but repented and turned back to a faithful

life of service to the Lord. Demas started well, but turned away never to be seen again.

TRAFZILAENBHIEAY T, L IFRELELEA, BLRO T, FICHERZEE
MANEICIZBRY £ L7, TYRIE BUIERDN272OTETA, 20k, ZEEREZRI L&
m{E>TWEE LT,

What temptation may be your potential cause of downfall? When you fail, will you be like

Mark or like Demas?

EDE I BRBEIPBLI-EZBNIAAEUELHZ2TLLODN?BHERI-ABRICEAITTCERBLIZE
T, VLTADESITHEZDTLEID, TNEHLTIRDESIZHZDTLELIN?

Conclusion/Application

What can we learn from these men? Which one do you hope to be more like? If you were with

Paul at this time, what would he say about you?

REIC. SOANTHEDORAZERTEDNTEDLIDTLLOIN? BRI LEDL, EDXIRAICHK
DImWEBWETA? L LBBRIA OO E—HEICWE Lizo, XURlEHERT-DZ
cEfEEITLLD?

Demas serves as a sober reminder of the need to remain steadfast to the end.
. T RRAIEEF T BEFRK (FAICASIED) TRITNIERSEWEWS Z &, 2F Y, D

LWZ EIZARITT, DEABLLZEZEAIAWL, WD ZEEZRFRICHATINIBFERLRDT
ER
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The others in this passage remind us that the spread of the gospel during the 1st century was
not accomplished through the efforts of great men like Paul and the twelve (12) apostles
alone. It was greatly assisted by humble men and women willing to serve behind the scenes.
They served as messengers, comforters, prayer warriors, and servants to those in positions
of greater influence than themselves (vw.7~14). They opened their hearts and their homes to

the service of the church, like Nympha in v.15.

COEFTIE. 1 HIEDRBEOGEN., N7 AC 12 AOFERED L D BERKBAL DB TE
FRENTZDTIEBRWI EEZBWRIIETINET, XvAP 12FEEOL I BEVATLIT
TRENLE 72O TIEHRL, BEAICKHT A2RELBATBDIRELIT LAz d 2 eD
EMNTVEIDTY, BOIEBERDIVRKELEFENEZFIIIHEDOANL DFEE, BHOF. s,
FFEELTCHREL (7-14 81) . 15 HIICEHZ T2 X /XD L5 IC, BHEBEEDZDHIC
LEHRE, REZHBKLIZOTY,

If the gospel is to spread today, there is also a need for brothers and sisters like them. Are

we willing to do whatever we can in service to the Lord, whether it be great or small?

SH (ZAILE) | BEDPLA>TULEDHIZIR, BOD LS BRRBHkt BBELDTT, fA
T-bli. RKJEBEZETHNESRZETH, TADEAOLBHICTEDZEIFATHLTVWI S
ETHRREFEAHLTLLEON?

Let Paul’s closing remarks to a man named Archippus serve as an admonition to us as well:

“See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the Lord” (v.17).

WNyARTILFREW) AMICE 2 T-REDSTED. BT I2HDICEL>TWEER
WEL&De [FICHh-oTRITHDLE, FELTLLLRA-T LS (17 &),

Whatever our calling, whatever our ability, let us be faithful to the Lord!
l-boFEmA R ThN, AR THN, Fhfzbld, FICHLTEETHY EL £ 9,
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