MIC Worship Service — 2023.02.12
Title: “Love As A Litmus Test”
Text: Selected Scripture
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Introduction

Pastor Charles Swindoll in his book, Growing Deep in the Christian Life shared this story:
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Several years ago, in Long Beach, California, a fellow went into a fried chicken place and
bought a couple of chicken dinners for himself and his date late one afternoon. The young woman
at the counter inadvertently gave him the proceeds from the day -- a whole bag of money (much
of it cash) instead of fried chicken!

After driving to their picnic site, the two of them sat down to open the meal and enjoy some
chicken together. They discovered a whole lot more than chicken--over $800!

But he was unusual. He quickly put the money back in the bag. They got back into the car
and drove all the way back. Mr. Clean got out, walked in, and became an instant hero. By then
the manager was frantic. The guy with the bag of money looked the manager in the eye and said,
"l want you to know | came by to get a couple of chicken dinners and wound up with all this money.
Here."

Well, the manager was thrilled to death. He said, "Oh, great, let me call the newspaper. I'm
gonna have your picture put in the local newspaper. You're the most honest man I've heard of."
To which they guy quickly responded, "Oh no, no, don't do that!" Then he leaned closer and
whispered, "You see, the woman I'm with is not my wife...she's uh, somebody else's wife."
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I's natural for us to celebrate good deeds and acts that are admirable (returning the money that’s
not his). It’s also natural for us to disdain or even condemn acts of dishonesty and hypocrisy in
others (cheating in a relationship).
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Yet, how often do we face up to our own blindness, to our own errors and failures with brutal
honesty? Our Lord Jesus Christ teaches in...

LML, AEBIZEGDERLCEG DR PR Z, ENETIEEICERTESTL X 90y
HEBbDTEATR « FYRAMI, XA O\EEHFTHT, ROXIZHATELNET,

Matthew 7:3~5 - 3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no
attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck
out of your eye,” when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? °You hypocrite, first take
the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’s eye.”
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There is our main challenge, Brethren. That is, “taking the plank out of our own eye”. We have
to take off our blinders. Blinders that have been determined by our culture, by our own biases and
our own proud heart.
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But, how? How do we take the plank out of your own eye? This calls for discernment. We need
the Holy Spirit’s help to expose us to the truth of His Word. We need to test our motivations and
actions. We need to repent of our sins!
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ILLUSTRATION: Many years ago when | was a student, | learned a simple science experiment
called, “a litmus test” by using a litmus paper and several liquid samples or reagents. In Chemistry,
a litmus test is simple test for the acidity or alkalinity of a substance, using litmus paper.
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Figuratively, a litmus test is any test which produces a decisive result by measuring a single
indicator. Today, | would like to propose that Love is a Litmus Test of both our Christian actions
and motivations. Love is the single indicator to reveal the quality of our Christian character and
the validity of our claim as such.
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I. Love is a litmus test of true discipleship — John 13:35
35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

FTUDOIZ, [FECXoT, EOBRFTHAINEIDEREIND] Z iz 0TEEFFLLEL
X9,

. B, EQOBRFTHINE I DZARDY h~ARBBE—aIROBEZTEL1 3E3 55
B LAEVDOBIZERHBZRD., TNICEsTHRERERDLELOB - THILIZ L2, T
TOANDBREDODLDOTT, |

A disciple is both a learner and a follower. Learning from Jesus means embracing Him and His
teachings. It is following in His footsteps and obeying His commands. He commands us -- His
followers -- to love one another.

HFLld, FEHEBTHLLRAIFIEE THbHV T, A TRANLRESLIE, A TR LZDHR
BT ANDLZEROTY, TNUI, A ZRADREMETED | A ZADMBTIES LEFEH T &
T, A ZAREFETZDBIZ, DEV A T ZERITHED BIZHIZ, EWVICELAS X SITmiTEh
HIET,

The commandment to love was not new. In the Old Testament (OT), we read in..
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Deuteronomy 6:5 - Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength.
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Leviticus 19:18 - “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but
love your neighbor as yourself. | am the Lord.”
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However, Jesus’ words concerning love presented a distinctly new standard. It is a sacrificial
love modeled after His love and it doesn’t come from self-effort. It is the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s
work in us.
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John 15:12 — “My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.”
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Galatians 5:22 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness...
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Our Lord Jesus Christ has other things to say about discipleship, like denying oneself and carrying
his own cross daily. But, the primary test, the litmus test of being His disciple, is one’s love for
others especially, his fellow believers.
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APPLICATION: How is our love expresssed for one another? Will outsiders recognize the
authenticity of our faith in Jesus by our love for our fellow believers?
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II. Love is alitmus test of genuine service — John 21:15

15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love
me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that | love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my
lambs.”
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A. When our Lord Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me more than these?” He was probably
referring to the fish in verse 11, representing Peter’s former job as a fisherman. You might
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remember also that he had gone back to fishing while waiting for Jesus to reappear after
His resurrection. But, Jesus wanted Simon Peter to love Him above all else as to forsake
all that he was familiar with and be exclusively devoted to being “a fisher of men”
(Matthew 4:19).
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B. Or, Jesus could be referring to the other disciples, since Peter had claimed he would be
more devoted than all the others.
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Matthew 26:33 - Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, | never will.”
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Whichever it is, Jesus’ manner of reinstating Peter into the ministry after he had denied that he
knew the Lord three (3) times, is predicated on the love that Peter has for Him.
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APPLICATION: Genuine service that is acceptable to God is characterized by love. Our good
deeds take a spiritual form when done for the sake of Christ.
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Matthew 25:37~40 - 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 3° When did we see you sick or in prison and go
to visit you?’ “° “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
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Colossians 3:23~24 - 2> Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord,
not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
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lll. Love is a litmus test of speech — 1 Corinthians 13:1
LIf | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, | am only a resounding
gong or a clanging cymbal.
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Spiritual gifts were evident among the Corinthians (See, 1 Cor. 1:7); Christian practices were
also subscribed to by many (See, 1 Cor. 11:2).
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1 Corinthians 1:7 - Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord
Jesus Christ to be revealed.
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1 Corinthians 11:2 - | praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the
traditions just as | passed them on to you.
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But, there’s one problem (actually, there were several): Love was absent. This caused them to
qguarrel, displayed selfishness and pride that plagued the church -- demonstrably, in the area of
spiritual gifts, including the gift of speaking in tongues. The ability to speak in tongues (languages)
was supernaturally given by the Holy Spirit and they considered it as more special than the other
less attention-getting gifts (e.g., hospitality, giving and showing mercy).
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APPLICATION: Instead of selfishly and jealously pursuing showy gifts that they don’t have,
believers should seek the greatest thing of all — love for each other. Otherwise, they’ll just be
making noise like “a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal” that are not in harmony with the
other instruments in an orchestra. As such, they call attention to themselves, and can be
distracting and annoying.
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IV. Love is a litmus test of love to God — 1 John 4:20~21

20Whoever claims to love God vet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love
their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.?* And
he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and
sister.
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These verses summarize the whole of 1 John 4. A claim to love God is a delusion if not
accompanied by unselfish love for other Christians. It is often easier for someone to declare his
love for God, because that regards a private relationship with an invisible God. But John rightly
insists that our claim of loving God is false if we do not also love our brother, and that this love
must be seen.
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Bible teacher and commentator, David Guzik wrote: “One may be a spiritual dwarf because one
lacks love. One may know the Word, may never miss a service, may pray fervently, and may
demonstrate gifts of the Spirit. Yet in it all, that one may be like Cain, offering to God the fruit of
his hands and not the fruit of the Spirit.”
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Conclusion/Application

In closing, | would like to ask you these questions: How does one know...
e That he is a true disciple of Christ?
e That his service is genuinely done for God & that he truly loves God?
e That his speech and spiritual gifts are meaningful and Spirit-led?
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The litmus test to all these is LOVE. Being born of God and abiding with Him give us the ability to
love. Jesus’ true disciples would not only have experienced this supernatural love from God; they
would also reflect and demonstrate this sacrificial and Spirit-enabled love toward others.

INOT_NTOERZHRNLZENTE DY b~ AlBRE, %] 20Ty, MhbAE
o, PREITNDH 2T, BEEBIFBETLZLENTELLIICRV ET, KOS ZADED
HFTeBliT, ZOMINDEOBERIREZRER L2210 T, BRICK - THRIER R Z 2 ih
DANRNTRTZENTERZDOTT,

1 John 3:14a - “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other...”.

SNRDOFME - 3H 1 4Hi2FA T, 4 HDOFEEHHOFY 72 & FnET,

INFTOFRE -3 FE 1 4H—14 FL7=Hld, BOBELLWVDOLIZE T2 2> TWVE
T, THIE, WBEZEBELTWVWANLTY, BERWEIL, O HIZEEEF-TWVAEDTY,




