MIC Worship Service —2023.02.19
Series: Gospel of the Kingdom
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Title: “What is the Kingdom of God?”
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Text: Selected Scripture
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Introduction

In the Gospel according to St. Mark, one of the very first ministerial actions of our Lord Jesus Christ was
to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God.
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Mark 1:14~15 -1 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God. 1® “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good
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news!

< /LaDfEEE 1 3 14-15 f
14 SAZBHOLZO6NTHE, A AIHV TVIATE, MOBRELEEXTCSbillz, 16 [hf
ﬁﬁ%\W@Eﬁﬁ<&otoFwﬁbf&a%ﬁbﬁémoj

The kingdom of God is a prominent theme in His teachings and deeds. But how shall we understand it?
What is its relation to the church and to us? We will attempt to answer these questions and more in this
new series of messages on the “Good News of the Kingdom.”
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Today, we’ll take a bird’s eye view of its historical usage in the Old Testament (OT) and its many nuances
in the New Testament (NT), particularly in the Gospels.
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What is the kingdom of God? It refers primarily to God’s kingly power exercised over creation and
people. It is the rule of an eternal, sovereign God over all the universe. This noun phrase is
interchangeable with “kingdom of the Lord” and “kingdom of heaven”.
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I. How did the Hebrew people in the Old Testament understand it?
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In the OT, specific references to the kingdom of God occur after the establishment of the Jewish
monarchy. It can be argued, however, that the Israelites understood the concept of God as king even
before the establishment of the Israelite monarchy.
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The books of Obadiah, Chronicles, Psalms and Daniel, contain references to God’s kingdom. Other
kingship terms are also recorded to indicate the concept of His kingdom. For example,
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Psalm 47:2 — “For the Lord Most High is awesome, the great King over all the earth.”
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Psalm 22:28 — “For dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations.”
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1 Kings 22:19 - ¥ Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: | saw the Lord sitting on his
throne with all the multitudes of heaven standing around him on his right and on his left.”
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Psalm 45:6 — “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a scepter of justice will be the scepter of
your kingdom.”
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Three (3) primary themes about God’s kingdom emerge in the OT:

¢ the eternality of His kingdom;
e the kingdom’s historical and visible reality in the lives of the Jewish people; and,
e the belief in a future advent of a better and an all-encompassing kingdom of God.
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A. God’s Kingdom is eternal.
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The idea of God'’s eternal kingdom emerges several times in the OT (Daniel 2:44; Psalm 145:11~13).
Even the king of the Medes and Persians, recognized the Lord’s everlasting dominion. For example:
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Daniel 6:26 — I [King Darius] issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and
reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be
destroyed, his dominion will never end.
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B. God’s Kingdom was demonstrated in Jewish society.
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For the ancient Israelites, the kingdom of the Lord was real. The existence of their human king was seen
as proof and an extension of God’s heavenly rule. Earthly kings sat on God’s throne.
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1 Chronicles 28:5 - Of all my sons—and the Lord has given me many—he has chosen my son Solomon to
sit on the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.

FEAREES —28F5 T : 5 EITFAMIEL D FELERIT T EZ o120, FAOTRTOFEHD
Fne . FAOF Y OF L ERN, A ATTAEEDIEDERICET L ES o7,

1 Chronicles 29:23 - So Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king in place of his father David. He
prospered and all Israel obeyed him.
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The Lexham Bible Dictionary: “The Davidic dynasty was closely associated with the everlasting kingdom
of God (1 Chronicles 17:11-14). The reign of earthly rulers brought the attributes of the kingdom of
heaven to Earth. Therefore, the people experienced righteousness, justice, deliverance, and redemption
(Psalm 72).”
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C. God’s Kingdom will find full expression in the future.
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Isaiah 43:15 — “I am the Lord, your Holy One, Israel’s Creator, your King.”
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This verse affirms the Lord’s rule over Israel and the Bible also speaks of God’s authority extending over
all mankind (Psalm 103:19). However, it is apparent that not all nations were subject to Him. In fact,
even Israel was not in full submission to God’s reign. This gap led to the belief that God’s universal reign
would happen at a future time.
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The idea of a future across-the-board reign of God appears mainly in the prophetic books. The Prophet
Daniel has a vision of the future in which “one like a son of man” would exercise the rule of an
everlasting kingdom (Daniel 7:13~14). In this future kingdom, people will live in peaceful relationship
with God and with one another (e.g., Zechariah 9:9~10; Zephaniah 3:14~20).
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APPLICATION: God rules at all times. He is sovereign over all. How does this fact affect our view of
suffering? Of justice? Of success? Of ministry? Etc.
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Il. How did our Lord Jesus Christ regard the Kingdom of God?
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The Gospels record Jesus’ teachings about the kingdom of God, which reiterate many of the same ideas
found in the OT. However, what is unique to His teaching is the claim that the kingdom (in some sense)
had actually arrived.
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A. The coming of the kingdom
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1. John the Baptist, being the forerunner of Jesus, was the first to preach about the arrival of the
kingdom of God. He preached a message of judgment and repentance.
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Matthew 3:2 - and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
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2. For the Lord Jesus, the kingdom was so near that He claimed that there were some with Him who
would not die prior to witnessing its power
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Mark 9:1 - And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before
they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”
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The event Jesus had in mind has been variously interpreted as His resurrection and ascension, the
coming of the Spirit at Pentecost, the spread of Christianity, or the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.
Dr. John McArthur: “The most accurate interpretation, however, is to connect Christ’s promise with the
transfiguration in the context (9:2~8), which provided a foretaste of His second coming glory. That all
three (3) synoptic Gospels place this promise immediately before the transfiguration supports this view,
as does the fact that “kingdom” can refer to royal splendor.”
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3. While Jesus’ message of the kingdom included elements of judgment and repentance, it also entailed
the good news of salvation. Thus, Jesus preached the “gospel [good news] of the kingdom”.
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Matthew 4:23 - Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.
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Luke 4:43 - But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also,
because that is why | was sent.”
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4. Jesus’ healings and casting out of demons point to the arrival of the kingdom of God.
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Luke 11:20 — “But if | drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon
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you.
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Jesus came to dismantle the Satanic opposition to God’s kingdom (Mark 3:22~27). By casting out
demons, He was demonstrating the power and presence of the kingdom (Matthew 12:28).
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B. The Parables of the Kingdom
B. #HIED- L 258

1. Jesus did not define the kingdom of God; He describes it only through parables. There are numerous
parables in Matthew, Mark and Luke, which open with the phrase “the kingdom of God (or the kingdom
of heaven) is like ...” (e.g., Matt 13:31~32).
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2. Many parables say that the kingdom is growing (Mark 4:26~29). They teach that upon the discovery
of the kingdom, a person experiences joy (Matthew 13:44, 45~46). Further, they convey that God’s
kingdom reign is a future reality (Luke 12:35~48; 19:11~27).
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Conclusion/Application

The kingdom of God has several facets. The Lord is the Sovereign of the universe, and so in that sense
His kingdom is universal (1 Timothy 6:15). Also, the kingdom of God is a spiritual rule over the hearts
and lives of those who willingly submit to God’s authority. Those who defy God’s authority and refuse to
submit to Him are not part of the kingdom of God; in contrast, those who acknowledge the lordship of
Christ and gladly surrender to God’s rule in their hearts are part of the kingdom of God. In this sense,
the kingdom of God is spiritual—Jesus said His kingdom was not of this world (John 18:36), and He
preached that repentance is necessary to be a part of the kingdom of God (Matthew 4:17).
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