MIC Worship Service — 2023.03.05
Series: Gospel of the Kingdom
Title: “What is the Kingdom of God?” (Part 2)
Text: Selected Scripture
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Introduction

What comes to your mind when | mention the word, “Aingdom™ You probably have thought
of Benny Dornyei and where he comes from -- the United Kingdom! Or, you’ve thought of
countries like the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Malaysia and Brunei where they are ruled by a
king. As of today, there are 43 sovereign states in the world with a monarch as head of

state. There are 13 in Asia, 12 in Europe, 9 in the Americas, 6 in Oceania, and 3 in Africa.
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So, when we talk about the Aingdom of God, you begin to wonder where it is located, what
does it look like, or who belongs to that kingdom. First of all, let me tell you that the

kingdom of God refers primarily to God'’s kingly power exercised over creation and people.

God’s kingdom is a spiritual kingdom. It doesn’t have any geographic boundaries that we

can locate on a map.
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Today, we are continuing our series on The Gospel of the Kingdom and this is the second
part of what we have talked about two weeks ago. That is, “What is the Kingdom of God?”



We already determined that the Old Testament (OT) Jewish people had already formed their
concept of the kingdom of God, namely:
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the eternal nature of the kingdom;
the kingdom’s present and visible aspects in the lives of the ancient Israelites;

the belief in a future appearance of a superior and more comprehensive kingdom of God.
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Upon the incarnation (i.e., God becoming man) of Jesus, He taught about the kingdom by
reiterating many of the same ideas present in earlier Jewish thought. However, what is
unique to Jesus’ teaching is the claim that the kingdom (in some sense) had actually

arrived.
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What else do we learn about the Kingdom of God in the other parts of the New Testament
(NT) Bible?
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I Kingdom of God in the Book of Acts
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A. In the Acts of the Apostles, the risen Jesus continues to teach His disciples about the
kingdom of God.
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Acts 1:3 - After his [Jesus’] suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and
spoke about the kingdom of God.
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B. But, Jesus’ disciples persist in their belief of a political or nationalistic kingdom for Israel.
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Acts 1:6 — Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going

to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
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No wonder, our Lord Jesus had to teach them continually about the spiritual nature of His

kingdom. He had to correct their notion of a political, human kingdom to that of God’s plan.
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Acts 1:7~8 — "He said to them: “/t is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has
set by his own authority. ® But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the

ends of the earth.”
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C. So, from then on in Acts, the kingdom of God is often used as a synonym for the gospel

or good news.
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Acts 8:12 — But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom

of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
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Acts 19:8 - Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing
persuasively about the kingdom of God.
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The kingdom of God, therefore, is the good news about Jesus Christ and His role in that

kingdom.
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1. Kingdom of God in Pauline Epistles
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Paul does not discuss the kingdom of God to the same extent that Jesus did. However, the
theme is present in his teaching. There are two (2) notable aspects of Paul’s teaching about
the kingdom.

Nonli, OEICOWTAIZRERLIEEFZVWTIEVWEBA, LML, 20 [#HoE] &
E0OT—VIFEOHEZOPICFEELTWE L, NXTOOHOEICOWTOHZ OB T, 8
IAREAN2DOHY £,

In 1 Corinthians 15:23~24, Paul states that, at the Second Coming and at the resurrection of

Christians, Jesus will hand the kingdom of God over to the Father after “He has destroyed all
dominion, authority and power.”
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It is like a conguistador (conqueror) claiming and subjugating foreign lands, territories and

peoples in the name of his benefactor king.
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ILLUSTRATION: Do you know why my native country is named the Philippines? Here’s bit of

our history. The arrival of Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese explorer leading a fleet for
Spain, marked the beginning of Spanish colonization. In 1543, Spanish explorer Ruy Lopez
de Villalobos named the archipelago Las Islas Filipinas in honor of King Philip Il of Spain.
Spanish settlement through Mexico, beginning in 1565, led to the Philippines becoming
ruled by the Spanish Empire for more than 300 years.
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Speaking of Christ, Paul notes in ---
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1 Corinthians 15:25 - For he [Jesus] must reign until he has put all his enemies under his
feet.
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1 Corinthians 15:28 - When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to
him [God the Father] who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.
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B. Furthermore, Paul teaches that the kingdom has both present and future dimensions.
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1. The kingdom is a present blessing for those who have been delivered from the powers
of darkness to the kingdom of Christ (Rom 14:17; 1 Cor 4:20; Col 1:13).
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Romans 14:17 - For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of

righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,
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1 Corinthians 4:20 - For the kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.
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Colossians 1:13 - For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he loves,

OAYAA~NOFHK 151 3EH-13MIE, AbZBRAOEF»OBMNEL T, BT 51
FOIXBEORICBLTLEEVWELE,

2. Concerning the future aspect of the kingdom of God, only true followers of Christ,
demonstrating the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives by bearing fruit of a virtuous lifestyle

will inherit the kingdom.
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1 Corinthians 6:9~10 (NET) - Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! The sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, passive

homosexual partners, practicing homosexuals, *° thieves, the greedy, drunkards, the verbally

abusive, and swindlers will not inherit the kingdom of God.

QYUY PANDOFIR $— 65910809 Hhia7h7id, ELLLGLETHOEZBE
TEhWI ez, AIDBELDTED, LEINTIEWTEFATA, TmiThE, BRZILET
5E. #EieTHE. BRLLELZE BEeITLE. 10XKTE, ENGE. BICESE, 2L
2%, BETLEIIAL, HOEZBHRITSI LI TEEHEA,

Galatians 5:19~21 -2 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and

debauchery; % idolatry and witchcraft: hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish
ambition, dissensions, factions and envy,; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as /
did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
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1 Thessalonians 2:12 - encouraging, comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of God,

who calls you into his kingdom and glory.
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lll.  Kingdom of God in the General Letters
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A. In Hebrews, the unshakable kingdom is the heavenly Jerusalem—a city yet to come.
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Hebrews 12:22 & 28 - # But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living

God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in

Jjoytul assembly---

% Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankftul,

and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,
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B. In 2 Peter 1:5~11, Christians are encouraged to cultivate certain virtues so that they may

enter the everlasting kingdom of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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2 Peter 1:10~11 -9 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your

calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, ** and you will

receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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IV. Kingdom of God in Revelation
The kingdom of God is a main theme in Revelation (Rev 1:6, 9, 5:10; 11:17; 12:10; 19:6; 20:4;

22:5). Seven trumpets announce the final triumph of the kingdom of God and Christ:
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Revelation 11:15 - “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of

his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever.”
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Conclusion/Application



When we consider the many shades of meaning pertaining to the kingdom of God, we soon

realize that it's spiritual nature finds impetus in the life of the believer.
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e |t means faithful preaching of the good news of Jesus Christ.
e |t means a promise of blessing that can be experienced in the here and now as well
as a compelling motivation to live holy lives.
e Finally, it means the assurance of our security in God’s presence and a sure victory
against all evil both now and forevermore.
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Let us pray.
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