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Your Kingdom Come - in Power
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This is Doo Hyong. [image] Doo Hyong is the little Korean boy that Neville first sponsored
through World Vision - the little deaf boy who unknowingly sat at the beginning of a very
long journey that grew to become a global ministry to the Deaf, reaching tens of
thousands, in over 20 countries, over more than 40 years.
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Though she could barely communicate with him, his mother loved him. A Christian woman,
she took him off, aged 17, to a famous prayer mountain, where they sat with other
believers for three days to fast and pray. She was praying that Doo Hyong’s ears would be
opened. He didn’t know what he was praying for. All he knew was that he was very hungry
and his mother wouldn’t let him consume anything more than water.
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The pastor came and laid hands on his head and prayed for him. When it came time for
him to go home, his mother began to cry so hard, on and on she wept, and Doo Hyong
didn’t know why.

Then it happened.
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He heard the voice of God. As in, audibly heard the voice of God. A Deaf man audibly
heard the voice of God. He said, it was such a loud voice! “Live with all your strength.
Work hard. Don'’t ever be discouraged.”
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“I heard this so clearly,” Doo Hyong says. “l was so full of joy. This was the Holy Spirit my
mother had been telling me about. She could see on my face that God had spoken to me.”
| replied to Him ‘Yes, | will live like this’.”
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Doo Hyong experienced the power of God and today [image] he pastors one of our
churches in South Korea. He has been faithful to his promise to God.
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Today we’re going to talk about God’s Kingdom coming in power.
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Two weeks ago when | spoke here, we read from 2 Timothy 3:5:
In the last days people will be “...having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have
nothing to do with such people.”

There is a godly power that we are to embrace when we receive the Kingdom of God in
our lives.
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This power characterised the life and ministry of Jesus. Jesus said,
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“If | drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your people drive them out? So
then, they will be your judges. But if it is by the Spirit of God that | drive out
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.” Matthew 12:27-28
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When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his
disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect
someone else?”

Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is
anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” Matthew 11:2-6
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Jesus did not come to bring an academic faith but a powerful faith with physical outcomes.
Though it comes early in Matthew’s gospel, we are given this sort of summary statement
about Jesus’ ministry:
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Jesus went teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and
healing every disease and sickness among the people.
Matthew 4:23

The power of the Kingdom was manifest in Jesus’ threefold ministry of teaching, preaching
and healing.
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Paul demonstrates this in his own ministry when he says that:
“The kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.” 1 Corinthians 4:20
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We see this power manifest in the ministry of Jesus, Paul and the other believers.
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Power manifest in physical, mental and spiritual healing. (I saw this in praying for a woman

with a brain tumour which was healed)
Power manifest in changed lives. (I shared such a change in Sylvia in Uganda when |

spoke here last time)
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Power manifest in unreasonable joy. (We saw an example of this in our own congregation
here at MIC in Claire. She was grieving the loss of her father, was terribly sad, and the
Spirit welled up inside her to give her a new language - something she knew nothing about

- and an unspeakable joy.)
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Power manifest in restored relationships.

Power manifest in miracles.

Power manifest in spiritual gifting.

Power manifest in prophetic words.

Power manifest in forgiveness (Ultimately seen on the cross)
Power manifest in full life (Ultimately seen in the resurrection)
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“The kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.” 1 Corinthians 4:20
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When we talk about the power of God, I'm often taken back to Jim Cymbala, the pastor of
the Brooklyn Tabernacle. His writings have had a big influence on my life. In one of his
books he refers to graveyards and insane asylums. He’s talking about churches here.
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Some churches are so over the top in their embracing (or chasing) of the power of God
and spiritual gifts they become like insane asylums, worse than the Corinthian church that
Paul was writing to correct and lead to maturity.
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Other churches, so horrified by the excesses of the insane asylums, refuse to even
consider the power of God manifest in any physical form or emotion and so become like
spiritual graveyards.
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“The kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.” 1 Corinthians 4:20
There is a right and mature way to receive the Kingdom of God and its power.
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Let’s have a quiz (you know how much | love quizzes).

Matthew 6:33 says,
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a. Seek first his experiences and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.

b. Seek first his blessings and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well.

c. Seek first his provision and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well.

d. Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well.
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The answer is d. We don’t go seeking experiences or blessings or provision as a priority.
We seek the Blesser, not the blessing. We seek first God Himself and His Kingdom of
righteousness. Everything else follows.
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Embracing the Kingdom of God is symbiotic with knowing and embracing the promises of
God. Let’s look at 3 promises here.
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1. God loves you. This is not an empty cliche or some hippie statement. It's a promise that
is to be received. Everything we think, say and do is to be predicted on the promise that
God loves us and will always love us. God promises unfailing love. Do you know how
many times in the Psalms alone God assures us of His “unfailing love”? (Have a guess!)
His unfailing love is not a mere feeling of affection but is a love that is demonstrated with
great power and effect. God loves you and promises to always love you.
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2. God hears you. Psalm 34:17 says, “The righteous cry out, and
the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles.” If you are in
Christ, and you cry out to God, he hears you. God hearing you has nothing to do
about how you feel when you cry out or choosing the right words when you pray.
God hears you because that's what He promises to do.
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3. God will deliver you. Psalm 34:17 again: “The righteous cry out, and
the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles.”
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Look at how specific Jesus is about such requests:

Very truly | tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works | have been doing, and they
will do even greater things than these, because | am going to the Father. And | will do

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask
me for anything in my name, and | will do it.” John 14:12-14
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Be careful with this. Asking in Jesus’ name means it's not ‘my’ kingdom come, it’s ‘Your

kingdom come’. So if you’re reading “ask for anything” as “ask for a sports car”, | think
you've misunderstood the text.

L., 2O TEDLNNTNADZ EIITEERVLETT, [ ADLITL->TRD
A0 vy Z ik, TRICEED 23k 0Tlde<, [ROMEE] ks Enw) Z &I
ﬁofbiwi? f#ﬁ% M CTHkdDD] & [AR—=YI—%RKODTHLEW] &
ATLESTZ AT, A ZRES THRIRL TWAH Z Lz £,

Be careful with this. If you ask for anything - especially something radical (like healing, or
like Doo Hyong’s experience) - i

in Jesus’ name, and it is done, your life will never be the
same again. Are you ready for that?
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Know the promises of God and you can see the Kingdom of God come in power.

We’'ve talked about the many ways in which the Kingdom of God can be manifest
physically.
We’'ve talked about seeking God and His Kingdom first, not his gifting.

We’'ve talked about the promises of God as a means of seeing the Kingdom of God
manifest in our lives.

FHOKIRZmIVUE, HaFol-MOENRC- T 50 R5Z ENTEE7,
FL7=Hld, MOEZERICEDIIICRDLZLENTEDLDNZOWVWTEELTEE LT,

F7=Bix, BOONRENZRD DO TR, STMHEMOEZRD D REXZLE 1)
ZEITOWTEELTEE L,

FI=BHid, OENLIZHLO NEOHIZEND T2DIZiE, MOMREZEETDH V) Z
EIZOWTEELTEE LT,

But “The kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of power.” 1 Corinthians 4:20

Ministry time
If you need healing, forgiveness, deliverance from trouble, a restored relationship, a
miracle, salvation, a fresh filling of the Spirit:
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Come forward during the next song and Ps Joseph and | will pray for you.

Today, we’re praying for the impossible. We’re asking for God’s Kingdom to come in
power. In His time. In His way. In His Spirit.
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Let’'s worship and please come forward for prayer.
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