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Series: Gospel of the Kingdom EEDHEHZ U —X

Title: “Uniqueness of God’s Kingdom” X A + v @ [#DE O H M
Text: Selected Scripture

Introduction

Most of us probably assumed Elvis Presley enjoyed his unofficial moniker of “the king.” As it turns out, Elvis
had a rather complicated, if not tortured experience with fame and fortune. One day during a
performance in Las Vegas, a woman approached the singer with a crown sitting on top of a pillow.
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“What is that?” he asked. “It’s for you. You’re the king,” she said.
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Elvis’s response was classic. After taking her hand and smiling, he told her, “No honey, I’m not the king.
Christ is the king. I’m just a singer.” [Stuart Strachan Jr. Source Material from Godvine.com]

TV 4 ADOKINE, HHA R DT L, kO FERY ., MEALE, #2285 0EL
77o [FUIETIEHY FHA, FUAMNRETT, FAIETEZORFTLIOY THEA, | [ATF
27—k« ANT7F ¥ Jr. H#lL : Godvine. com £ ¥ 5] ]

“Christ is THE King” are wise words from the singer and actor, who is regarded by many as the King of Rock
& Roll. Christ’s kingship surpasses pop culture and He must be praised and worshiped above all else. His
power and authority encompasses both the seen and the unseen world. Christ’s/God’s kingdom is unique.
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I The kingdom of God does not conform to the standards of this world.
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John 18:36 - Jesus said, “My kingdom is NOT of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent
my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from ANOTHER place.”
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To secure and maintain power in the world, people fight. This kind of power destroys. For example, if
you’re following the news, countries/kingdoms strengthen their security by building alliances, by
developing new technologies and capabilities to deter their enemies, and by strengthening their militaries.
The next logical step is war.
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e What for? To maintain dominance. To secure resources. To preserve their way of life.
e At what cost? The loss of many lives, the loss of humanity and destruction of God’s beautiful world.
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On the other hand, the kingdom of God has no need for any of those since it’s “from another place”. It
means, it’s not of this world. It is a spiritual kingdom.
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God is greater than all (Exodus 18:11; 2 Chronicles 2:5; Psalm 135:5). His ways and thoughts are far greater
than established human techniques and practices. Our God is all-knowing, all-powerful and benevolent.
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Isaiah 55:9 - “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.”
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Psalm 97:2b - Righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
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God is the Lawgiver. He sets the standard for how we enter and how to behave in His kingdom. He sets the
standard for what’s truly important. That should be our priority while we are in this world.
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Matthew 20:25~28 - 25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants
to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your
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slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”
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APPLICATION: Kingdom living can mean living differently from those who don’t know God. There are times
that our values may conflict with the values of this world. And, if you try to live according to the standard
of God, people will notice and you might invite hostility.
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2 Timothy 3:12 - In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted
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How about in daily life? How does living in the kingdom of God look like for the believer? Our Lord Jesus
taught His disciples in ...
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Matthew 6:25~34 - 25 “Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? %6 Look at
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to
your life?

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or

spin. 2 Yet | tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 3 If that is how
God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not
much more clothe you—you of little faith? 3! So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well. 3% Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each
day has enough trouble of its own.
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Again, the kingdom of God does not conform to the standards of this world.
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1. The kingdom of God is and will be a kingdom of peace.

II. #OEIZ, FROETSHY, EIFMOELRY 9,

A. Peace between people
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1. There will be a time in the future -- a period of 1,000 years -- during the millennial reign of Christ, when
the world will see and experience unprecedented peace. What the United Nations has sought to do but
couldn’t achieve, Christ Himself will implement it.
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Micah 5:4~5a - # He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the
name of the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the
earth. > And he will be our peace ....

I hE 5 & 4-ba Hi
4 PIIT- T, EDO N & s, EOELDOBOCIZ L - THERLEZFEV.,. HHITELNICES
D, A0, OB IINHOBRTETKSENGTE, 5 EREFEKOLHICLTHRS -

Isaiah 2:2~4 - 2 In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the
mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples will come and
say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his
ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem. # He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against
nation, nor will they train for war anymore.
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Isaiah 9:5 - Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for
burning, will be fuel for the fire.
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Because of God’s peace, all implements of war and violence will be burnt. There’s finality to it.
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B. The peace and prosperity of all creation
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1. One of the least talked about effects of sin is how the natural world also got its share of sufferings.
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Romans 8:19~21 - 2% For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be

revealed. ?° For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one

who subjected it, in hope ?* that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
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2. Can you imagine peace in the animal kingdom?

2. WYROFEMZUETE 90

Isaiah 11:6~9 - 6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the
lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young
will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. & The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and
the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. ° They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy
mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
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3. Or, its effects on vegetation?
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Isaiah 35:1~2 - The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like
the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be
given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God.
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Ezekiel 47:12 - Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor
will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them.
Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.”
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Hosea 2:21~22 -2 “In that day | will respond,” declares the Lord—“I will respond to the skies, and they will
respond to the earth; 22 and the earth will respond to the grain, the new wine and the olive oil, and they
will respond to Jezreel.
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4. God blesses with life and peace for all.
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Isaiah 41:17~19 - ¥ “The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are parched with
thirst. But | the Lord will answer them; |, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. 8| will make rivers flow on
barren heights, and springs within the valleys. | will turn the desert into pools of water, and the parched
ground into springs. ° I will put in the desert the cedar and the acacia, the myrtle and the olive. | will set
junipers in the wasteland, the fir and the cypress together
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Ezekiel 47:9 - Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of
fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will
live.
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Imagine a world that is at peace with itself. No wars. No violence. This utopian future is not the work of
idealists or visionaries and certainly, not of socialists.
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Imagine Jesus Christ ruling together with His holy ones. Nature is at rest and thriving with God’s blessings.
It’s one that is predicated in the power of God. It’s a future we not only long for, but a reality that has
already started in the hearts of those who belong to Christ for we have been called to peace.
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1 Peter 3:8~12 - & Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate
and humble. ° Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with

blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 1° For, “Whoever would love
life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. * They must
turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. *? For the eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
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Conclusion/Application

The good news of God’s kingdom is not just our future hope. It is also our present reality when it comes to
experiencing its power and its values governing our life. Those who have entered the kingdom must live
according to its values, anticipating the reign of peace, which will come when Jesus Christ returns.
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