MIC Worship Service —2023.03.26

Series: Gospel of the Kingdom [EEFEO®EE] v U —X

Title: “Forgiveness”  T& L

Text: Matthew 18:21~35, NIV [~ % A OfE &) 18 & 21-35 i

Introduction

Here is a very important truth: The kingdom of God is a kingdom of forgiveness.
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The Bible has a lot to say about forgiveness, both God’s forgiveness of sinful people and the forgiveness
that fellow men/women should have for each other. These two issues of forgiveness are vitally linked.
Intimacy with God and day-to-day cleansing are dependent on our forgiveness of others.
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First, let’s talk about ...
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I. Availing forgiveness for ourselves
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A definition of forgiveness was put forth by Chris Brauns in the book Unpacking Forgiveness. He wrote:
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God’s forgiveness: A commitment by the one true God to pardon graciously those who repent and believe
so that they are reconciled to him, although this commitment does not eliminate all consequences.
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When the Lord Jesus taught His disciples how to pray, He included the need to ask for God’s forgiveness.

FATRIH DI FEH N EE, HORLZRD DLBEPEZOWNTHNILE
L7,

Matthew 6:12 - And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
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| guess we understand why asking forgiveness is necessary. We are not perfect and we sin. As James wrote,
“We all stumble in many ways” (James 3:2a). And, among its many undesirable consequences, harboring
sin is a hindrance to our prayers.
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Isaiah 59:2 - But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from
you, so that he will not hear.
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ILLUSTRATION: Sin can be so entrenched and so devastating that many mental problems emanate from
it. Karl Menninger, the famed psychiatrist, once said that if he could convince the patients in psychiatric

hospitals that their sins were forgiven, 75 percent of them could walk out the next day! [Today in the Word,
March 1989]
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Not only that we need God’s forgiveness. We also need to learn how to forgive others. And, we’ll devote
more time here.
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Il. Forgiving those who have sinned against us
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A. Our forgiveness of others is to be patterned on the example of God’s forgiveness of us.
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Ephesians 4:32 — Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God

forgave you.
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Colossians 3:13 - Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
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ILLUSTRATION: Our Lord Jesus drives home this point in the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant.
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Matthew 18:21~35 - 2! Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall | forgive my
brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “/ tell you, not seven times,
but seventy-seven times.

2 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As
he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him.?®Since he
was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to
repay the debt. 26 At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged, ‘and |
will pay back everything.’ ¥’ The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.
28But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver
coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. ?° His fellow
servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and | will pay it back.” 3°But he refused.
Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 3 When the other
servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that
had happened.

32Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,” he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours
because you begged me to.3 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as | had on
you?’ **In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he
owed. 33 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.”
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B. Brothers and sisters, it’s important to understand God’s forgiveness of us if we are going to forgive
others in a way that echoes His forgiveness. God’s forgiveness means freedom from sin for us.
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Please understand that the forgiveness God extends to us is predicated on our confession of sin and
repentance. Confession entails agreeing with God about our sin, and repentance requires a change of
mind concerning the wrong attitude or action, and a change in behavior that proves a genuine willingness
to forsake the sin.
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1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.
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Acts 20:21 — I [Pau] have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and
have faith in our Lord Jesus.
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Sin remains unforgiven unless it is confessed and repented of. To confess one’s sin is not an act of self-
condemnation but of seeking God’s solution for sin in forgiveness through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s
requirement that we confess and repent of sin does not mean God is unwilling or unready to forgive. He
has done everything on His part to facilitate forgiveness for us. His heart is willing, not wanting anyone to
perish.
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2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
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Two weeks from now, it will be Holy Week. Once again we’ll be reminded that God has gone to the most
extreme lengths imaginable to provide the means by which He can forgive us. Because of Christ’s sacrifice
on the cross, God freely offers us that forgiveness.
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The Bible says to forgive others as we have been forgiven (Ephesians 4:32) and love one another as we
are loved (John 13:34). We should be willing and ready to extend forgiveness to anyone who comes to us
confessing his sin and repenting.
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Luke 17:3~4 - 3 So watch yourselves. “If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they
repent, forgive them. # Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you
saying ‘I repent,” you must forgive them.”
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Matthew 6:14~15 - 24 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. *° But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.
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lll. Key principles of forgiveness
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Let me suggest some key principles for godly forgiveness:
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1. Acknowledge the fact of evil and the form it was committed.
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Romans 12:9 - Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.
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2. Let God vindicate and avenge us.
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Romans 12:19 — Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It
is mine to avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord.
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3. Don’t let bitterness, revenge, grudges, or retaliation take root in our heart.
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Ephesians 4:31 - Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of
malice.
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4. Instead, have a heart ready to forgive.
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Matthew 5:44 - But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you
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Christ demonstrated this truth while He was hanging on the cross: Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34)
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5. Trust God to give us the ability to overcome evil with good.
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Romans 12:20~21 - 2°0n the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” ?* Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.
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The Bible commands the counter-intuitive action of feeding our enemy when he is hungry. There is
nothing to say we must automatically forgive our enemies (or trust them); rather, we are to love them
and work for their good.
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Conclusion/Application

ILLUSTRATION: A couple married for 15 years began having more than usual disagreements. They wanted
to make their marriage work and agreed on an idea the wife had. For one month they planned to drop a
slip in a "Fault" box. The boxes would provide a place to let the other know about daily irritations. The
wife was diligent in her efforts and approach: "leaving the jelly top off the jar," "wet towels on the shower
floor," "dirty socks not in hamper," on and on until the end of the month. After dinner, at the end of the
month, they exchanged boxes. The husband reflected on what he had done wrong. Then the wife opened
her box and began reading. They were all the same, the message on each slip was, "I love you!"
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Forgiveness includes our own forgiveness by God and extending the same to those who have sinned
against us.
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