MIC Worship Service —2023.04.02
Series: Gospel of the Kingdom
Title: “Acted Parable”

Text: Mark 11:1~25, NIV
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1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples,?saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just
as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it
here. 3If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back

here shortly.””

*They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, ®>some
people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” ® They answered as Jesus
had told them to, and the people let them go. "When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw
their cloaks over it, he sat on it. ®Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others
spread branches they had cut in the fields. ® Those who went ahead and those who followed
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shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord Blessed is the coming

kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, but
since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 2 The next day as they were
leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry.r® Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out
if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the
season for figs. ¥ Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his

disciples heard him say it.

150n reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who
were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches
of those selling doves, *and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple
courts. ' And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of

prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.””



B The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill
him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. ¥ When evening

came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.

2|n the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 2! Peter

remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”

22“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 2 “Truly | tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go,

throw yourself into the sea,” and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say
will happen, it will be done for them. #Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. # And when you stand praying, if you hold

anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.”
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Introduction

Our Lord Jesus taught so often by using symbolism. He taught in parables, for example. Parables
are simple story-like events, which upon first hearing them we're not always sure as to their
message. But that is a compliment. It's as if our Lord was saying, “Figure out for yourself what
| am telling you.” Once the story is figured out, then, because it's taught in such a simple way,

it becomes memorable. Jesus taught in stories.
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He also acts in symbols. In Mark 11, we see three (3) some symbolic acts that teach us some

tremendous lessons about the Lord. For lack of time, we’ll only deal with the first two.

F7o. BT AN ZEBRSEDILSRRMAVE, 2RI Y IRBRICESWMA TITEIZREZL

FI., VIIDFEFEILETIE, 3DORHBWLITEZEL T, FBICKUAL [EICODVWTOHK
Al ZRBICHRZTANTVWET, SEEHFYVRKREALLDT, D 3 DOREAVLITEID

dSBED, BRYID2DLFERY EIFB5Z LICLE T,



£9. IO R Yy 7 RREONETENIE. 4T REBAOHET, AEDFICE-T
AWl L7zews zeTlrs,

l. Jesus’ triumphant entry, riding on a colt
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Let's try something different today, other than simply look at the history of Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem. Let’s try to imagine ourselves in the story. If it were possible, | would ask you to
place yourself in the position of being the city that receives Christ, or the temple that may need
cleansing, or the fig tree who He is coming to looking for fruit. All of us are somewhat like the

city of Jerusalem, at least in this respect. Jesus is seeking to enter us.
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The Gospel of John tells us that Jesus, up to this point, had been in Jerusalem several times.
But, for Mark he is concerned to tell us about the one time that Jesus entered Jerusalem as
King.
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It may be that, up to this point, you have had encounters, occasions where the Lord has made
His presence known in your life, but today we see Him in the unique way of asking to make an

entrance as King.
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There are some ways that the Lord enters Jerusalem like in our lives.
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A. Intentional - One thing about His entry into Jerusalem is that it is intentional. He knows
what He's doing. He sends in advance two of His disciples to get a colt upon which no
one has sat, bring it to Him for Him to ride into the city. // When they see Him coming in,
they throw their garments down on the road and they have hastily cut palm branches and
they spread them in front of Him. Their response is sudden, momentary, and is a very

instantaneous kind of event. Jesus’ preparation is intentional.
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He has thought about how He might enter the city. In relationship to our own lives, the Lord has
thought a lot more on how He might enter us than we have ever thought on how we might
receive Him. He has planned very deliberately to come into our lives in such a way that we could

recognize Him as King.
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APPLICATION: If you feel like life has that meaningless flow to it, then you should consider how

very much the Lord of glory, Jesus Christ, has plans that He wants you to act upon, plans to
enter your life. He is coming not only to be our Savior, but to be the Lord in every aspect of our
life. His coming into the city/our heart is very intentional on His part. He wants to come and to
rule. He wants you in His kingdom. Never does He want to stay away. No matter what our

response to Him might be. He takes the risk of coming.



HEL, HETZDPAEICEEREITVWERLTWVWELR L, REDETHEIAIR - FURIH, Hi
TmONEICAYAGEBZEY . HEFLZICPCoTHRLWI EE, HET-DE-OHDFTEZ ENIZE
BFoTWLWANZEZ TCHATLIEI W, AZX - FYUXMIFE AF=BbOWNFEELBIEIFTHRL,
I bDODANEDH LW BEHTELELDT-HITKONDEDTY, MH, TIHLLEWDEFHPH
72HDLDFRICA->TL BT EE, MICE > THIEBICERMNA, STEMNR I EBRDTT, Mk
[AY 720 BHT-W] EEATWAEDTY, MlE, HEICHOEEICLWTRLLOTY,
TRL T, HBIZEHNTWKEFRVDTY, LEARLBENBIIHLTEIB--TW0ED &
H, FIIEEREBLTCE TR HDEHICEKTLEZIEDTT,

B. Peaceful — Christ’'s coming also is a coming of peace, into the city and into our hearts.
He doesn’t come on a war horse, which would be the symbol of a conqueror. Neither does
He come with a marching army or with weapons on full display. Instead, He comes very
gently, on a work animal, signifying that the reign which He is going to bring into our
lives is a reign of peace and tranquility.
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However, we have to take note of the wonderful miracle that is occurring as He rides into the
city. The lowly donkey has never previously been ridden! And, who would like to ride a donkey
that has never been ridden, let alone ride it into the crowds that would have been surrounding
Jesus on that particular occasion? It could have gone wild and untamable. But Christ’s peace

is so magnificent that it even comes upon the animal he was sitting on.
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C. No talk, but powerful — Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem is a wordless coming. The way
St. Mark writes about it once Jesus gets on the donkey, He said nothing at all. His act is
worth more than a thousand words. The occasion calls for an appropriate response from
the hearts and the mouths of those who witnessed it. There are times the Lord has done
His entry into us in which He has said all that He can say, and there comes a time of

response when we say, like the people said, “Hosanna”, which means “Save us now!”
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APPLICATION: | hope that we would respond to Him in the same way, reckless response if you

will, as the crowd toward Jesus. They trusted Him as a King. They certainly did not know the
full implications of what His kingship meant, that His kingdom was invisible in the world and
was over human hearts rather than over physical things; but they would come to understand

that later, I'm sure.
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Jesus comes riding as King. He comes into our life, wanting rule and reign. It's a symbolic act;

an acted parable.
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Il. Jesus curses the fig tree

Mark 11:12~14, 20~21 - The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was

hungry.B Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he
reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. ¥* Then he said
to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it. //
2 |n the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 2! Peter

remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”
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What is the significance of this acted parable? For one, Jesus’ other miracles include healing
the blind, the deaf, the mute, the paralyzed, etc. But now, in respect to this fig tree, He performs
destructive power. He does it from the perspective of teaching His disciples and us some
lessons. Mark writes the kind of thing that makes us wonder if Jesus really is being reasonable
with that fruitless fig tree. Verse 13b, “When he [Jesus] reached it, he found nothing but
leaves, because it was not the season for figs”. Then He proceeds to curse it. We think

immediately, “That’s unfair of Jesus to do this!”
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Relax! Believe that Mark was familiar with the reason why Jesus had cursed the fig tree and he
was also familiar with its nature. // Fig trees are perhaps one of the longest fruit-bearing trees
in existence. It's possible to harvest three (3) crops off a fig tree over a period of about ten

months in a year.
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Jesus found the tree and saw on it only leaves. It was an indication that the tree would not bear
fruit that year. If the small figs are not here, there is no fruit later in the year. It's simply a natural

cycle.
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To understand Jesus’ action, we may need to compare it with a parable He told in Luke 13:6~8.

While He was on His way to Jerusalem, He taught the Parable of the Fig Tree. He wanted to cut

it down for its unfruitfulness, but His caretaker suggested not to cut it down. He wanted to give
it more time, to dig around it, fertilize it and then maybe it would produce some fruit, so He gives

it more time. A preacher commented,

A TAKRDOITE BT 572012 1F, WAICLHPBEEEIZIE6~8H TR ONTRMAFBLLLRT 2
BERH LN S LNEFEA, TILYLL~NALIEF, ATREKIE TWELLDRDIZEZ] &
HxzonFEFlLlz, TAEF. EXLGoBLLOTYYEZS ELEFLEA., EAPDYEIESAWESD
LB E Lz, BEAER. BEAZA2ITTAY 2> TIERZEZANIL, EXVLGSHrE LN
BoT, 2BEZENITALIICEE2TEDTLED TDEDIBAFVIDROKRAEEIC,
HDHRBENDRD LS ICERBAL TWET,

George Wood: “Now we see the time has gone and the fact that the fig tree is not bearing fruit

is a parable of the fact that Jesus came to His own people looking for the fruit of profession in
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God and, instead, found only the profession itself. He came looking for love and found only the
profession of love. He came looking for true holiness and instead found the profession of
holiness—Ileaves. He came looking for joy and only found the profession of joy. His cursing of
the fig tree is His indictment upon a life that promises much but delivers nothing, a life

that has leaves but no fruit. Therefore, His judgment on the fig tree is not simply a judgment
against His nation, from whom, after Him, would come no more prophets. But His judgment is
upon all of us who are ever tempted to go in the direction of faith without the evidence of faith.

Lip service without the quality of life flowing through.”
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Conclusion/Application

Jesus Christ is coming into your life, wanting to rule and reign. Is He your Lord yet? If so, where

is your fruit?
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Somehow, somewhere, sometime, every Christ follower will bear spiritual fruit. Otherwise, that
person can't be considered a true believer. Every born-again person will be fruitful. Not to be

fruitful is to be faithless -- without faith -- and therefore without salvation.
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Our Lord Jesus Christ is hungry, and there is something within us that we are to be ripening that
He is looking for, something that gives Him hunger for us. Imagine Him wanting to taste our joy.
He likes to taste our love and our warmth and our happiness and our zeal for Him, and our

holiness.
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