MIC Worship Service — 2023.04.09 Resurrection Sunday
Title: “Rescue Mission”
Text: Selected Scripture
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Introduction

Why don’t we have a little quiz? But, I'll need your personal honesty.
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e How many of you would admit that at some time in your life you have locked yourself out of
either your car or your home? Can | see your hands?
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e How about this one: How many of you have ever taken a class in school and about half
way through the class you thought, there is no way I’'m going to pass this class unless the
teacher shows me grace and mercy. Can | see your hands?
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e How many of you have ever gotten yourself in such a mess you thought there is no way I'm
ever getting out of this mess on my own? Can | see your hands?
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In every one of these cases, you needed a savior. You needed to be rescued. This great theme
of rescue is the theme of all great movies. It doesn’t matter if it's Saving Private Ryan or Apollo
13 or Armageddon or Mission Impossible or something serious like Schindler’s List. Disaster
movies are actually rescue movies. It’s just that it changes whether it's an asteroid or a tidal wave
or an earthquake or a virus or something, but somebody’s got to come in and save the day.
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In fact, the highest grossing movies of all time are rescue movies. Avatar (US$2.92B), Avengers:
Endgame (US$2.79B), Titanic (US$2.25B), and Star Wars (US$2.07B). Those are the four (4)
highest grossing movies or series of movies in history. They’re all about being rescued.
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If you want to read a good rescue story the greatest book of rescue is, of course, the Bible. This
is just one rescue story after another. It's fascinating reading if you actually get into it and read it.
Ever since Adam and Eve sinned, God has been bailing us out over and over again. So the Bible
is the story of the rescue of Noah. It is the story of the rescue of Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Esther,
and others. Itis the story of the rescue of the Jewish nation over and over again.
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But the greatest rescue story of all of course is what we’re celebrating this morning. That is
Easter — the death, the burial, and the resurrection of Christ; because Easter is the story of the
greatest rescue mission ever, where God comes to earth in the form of Jesus Christ to rescue
all of humanity.
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Because Jesus actually did come to earth and it split history into AD and BC. It is the most
significant single event in history. In fact, we date every other thing that’s happened in history
either as being before this rescue mission or after this rescue mission. In fact, every time you
write a date, you are referring to Jesus Christ. Two thousand and twenty-three years from what?
From when God sent Jesus on a rescue mission to seek and to save and to rescue humanity. In
fact, our own birth date is dated in relationship to Jesus Christ. Our birth date is in so many years,
months and days after the greatest rescue mission in history.
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When your read the Bible, the Bible uses rescue terms to describe what God wanted to do for all
of us. It uses words like, saved, redeemed, rescued, delivered, liberated, set free. All of these
terms have to do with God’s rescue plan for us.
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1 Timothy 2:5, CEV - There is only one God, and Christ Jesus is the only one who can bring
us to God. Jesus was truly human, and he gave himself to rescue all of us.
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No matter what your religious background is. No matter what your nationality is, your ethnic
background, your language background. Jesus came to die for you.
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Galatians 1:4, NIV - who gave himself [Jesus Christ] for our sins to rescue us from the present evil
age, according to the will of our God and Father,
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That then becomes the question of what did Jesus come to rescue us from? What did we need
rescuing from? What does he rescue us from? There are many things that Jesus Christ came to
rescue you from.
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You say, “I thought he came to rescue me out of hell and into heaven.” Yeah, that’s the BIG one.
But Jesus came for more than just to get you out of hell and get you into heaven. Far more than
that. If you read the Bible... let’s just take one book. In the Book of Psalms, the word “rescue” is
used in all of its forms over 150 times in that one book alone. | could give you a list of things God
wants to rescue you from. Let’'s see a dozen of them here today. Notice. These are just some.
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e The Bible says Jesus can rescue us from the stress of life. If you're stressed out.
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e He can rescue us from the attacks of others.

e He wants to rescue us from a guilty conscience so you don’t carry guilt around your entire
life.

e He wants to rescue us from overwhelming problems.

e He wants to rescue us from the fear of death, from the judgment of hell, from financial
distress.

e He wants to rescue you from the prison of addictions, from a life without purpose, from
people who cause you trouble, from worry, from depression.

e He even wants to rescue you from traps that are in your path that you don’t see but He
sees them and He wants to keep you from making mistakes.
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The bottom line is this: There is no problem in your life that God is not interested in. There is no
problem in your life that God will not help you with. There is no problem in your life that He has
not offered to rescue you from if you will trust Him. Some of you can identify with this next verse.
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Psalm 25:17, NLT - “My problems go from bad to worse. Oh, save me from them all!”
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Jesus said | didn’t just come to get you into heaven. | came to rescue you from all the different areas of
your life, the things in your life that you cannot change.
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Psalm 18:19 - “He brings me out into a spacious place; he rescues me because he delights in me!”
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This is a very important verse. | want you to notice two (2) things. When God rescues me it says
He brings me out into a spacious place. What does “a spacious place” mean? It means God
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wants to expand your horizons. He wants to enlarge your opportunities and your potential. He
wants to make bigger what He does in your life. God doesn’t want to narrow your life; He wants to
expand your life.
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This is the exact opposite of what most people think. They think if | really follow God, then He’s
going to turn me into some religious nut and He’s going to narrow my life. He’s going to cramp my
style. I’'m not going to really be able to enjoy life like | really want to. That’s the exact opposite!
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Many people dream to live what we call the good life. What is the good life? Pastor Rick Warren
defines it as, “Looking good, feeling good, having the goods. There’s only one problem with the
good life; it isn’t good enough. You need something more than the good life. The good life
doesn’t satisfy.” That’s why you can have all the money in the world and be famous and all and
say, there’s got to be more to life than this. That’s true, because you were made for more than
that. You and | were not made for the good life; you and | were made for the better life.

If there is a better life out there than the life I'm living, wouldn’t you want to know it? | would.
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The problem with the good life is it isn’t good enough. You were made for more than just to grow
up, get an education, make money, retire and die. That’s not living. That’s just existing. Until
you’re plugged into God, you’re just existing. A rice cooker is worthless unless it’s plugged into
the power. A blender is worthless unless it's plugged into the power. A toaster is worthless unless
it's plugged into the power. You cannot fulfill what you were created to fulfill until you have a
relationship with God.
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We need to be rescued. We need to be saved. We need to be delivered.
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If we didn’t need a deliverer God would not have sent one. If you didn’t need to be saved, God
wouldn’t have sent a Savior. He wouldn’t have sent His Son and died on the cross and gone
through all that pain. We need it.
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So the starting point is to understand why we need a savior and what we need Him in. Because
not only do we need to be saved from our sins, some are in a financial bind and need to be
rescued. Some are in a mental hole and need to be saved out of it. Probably, you're in a
relational rut and need to be saved out of it. You're in a physical health issue that you need to be
saved from. Your career is stalled and you need to be rescued from that, and all these other
areas that God has promised to save us from.
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He brings us into a spacious place. He doesn'’t limit our life; He expands our life.
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Why does God do this? Why does God want to help you in every area of your life? Notice: “He
brings me out in a spacious place. He rescues me because he delights in me.” Highlight that
word, “delights.”
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Did you know that God delights in you? That is the most mind blowing idea in the world, that the
Creator of the universe not only knows me but He delights in me.

6



MERIL, HRTEEETEEINDENI) T LETHFMTLED? FHOREENFEZHM > TWVDHTE
TR, BEBATINDRAT, ETHLELIBEZXTT LA,

You mean God likes everything | do? Of course not. You don’t even like everything you do!
There’s stuff you wish you didn’t do. God doesn'’t like everything you do. He doesn’t like
everything | do. But he likes you. In fact, the Bible says he delights in you. What does that
mean? He gets joy out of watching you be you, because He made you.
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ILLUSTRATION: The only way for me to explain this is my relationship to my three (3) children. 1
delight in them! It doesn’t matter if they’'re imperfect. It doesn’t matter if they sometimes make fun
of my Japanese. | delight in them because they are my kids.
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That's the way God feels about you. He goes, “That’s my girl! That's my boy!” You don’t have to
be doing anything “spiritual”. When my kids were little, | used to just walk in at night and sit in their
bedroom and watch them sleep. It didn’t matter how disobedient they’d been during the day. I'd
like to just watch them breathe. I'd sit there and watch their little chest rise and lower, rise and
lower. Oh, I love my kids! Why? Because | am their father!
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That’s the way God feels about you. You wouldn’t exist if God hadn’t made you to love you. He is
your heavenly Father. And He delights in you. He says | want to rescue you. You know all those
problems you’re going through? | want to rescue you. | want to save you. | want to help you
because | made you.
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Psalm 85:9a, CEV - “You, Lord, are ready to rescue everyone who worships you....”
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Probably the most dramatic and certainly the most expensive rescue in recent memory happened
last August 5~October 13, 2010, across the Pacific Ocean, in Chile when a mine collapsed on 33
miners. Does anyone remember this? These miners were 2,000 feet below the surface, trapped
for 69 days. The first seventeen days there was no communication. Nobody knew if they were
alive or dead. It was an amazing story as the entire world watched a very expensive rescue that
involved multiple nations — NASA was involved in it — to find and set free these men. | want you to
watch this clip that will remind you of that rescue: https://youtu.be/[Dxf6MT-LaM
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That was the story of the physical rescue. But the untold story that most of the world never heard
was the spiritual rescue that took place of those men down there in that mine for 69 days.
Because there was one man in those 33 miners who was a Christian. His name was Jose
Enriquez. Jose had been a miner for over 30 years. While God had allowed him to be in that
situation there was a transforming moment among those men during that 69 days that set them
free not just physically, but also spiritually.
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It's highly unlikely you’re ever going to get trapped in a mine in Chile. But you are going to be
in some low spots in your life. And you are going to be in some pits — financial, emotional,
relational, physical, marriage, family and on and on.
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So how do you let Jesus rescue you from the unsolvable problems in your life? You do the things
that the miners did. Let me quickly explain this to you.
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How do | let Jesus rescue me?
EDTIEA ZAZHNVHLTHHXHDTL X I N ?
I | must acknowledge that | need rescuing!
ZHUCIEET, [RA7ebid, BRICIEBITPSLETHHZ2RBODH] Z LBV ETT,
| BA7eHi, BOWKIIBITIBRBRETHDHZ L 2BD 5 !
Nothing is going to happen until you concede that you need rescuing. God doesn’t save
people who don’t think they need saving. | need to admit | need rescuing.
HONRNELELE L TWLZEAROLETIE, MHEZD EHA, X, BOR
BN DMENRNE B> THD NTRWERFA, b, BOPRWELEE L
TWLZEEBOLIMENDHDHDTT,
FRT0E40RIZ, BNEZRDDLZEDEPNTNDLOT, BEAEL LI,

Psalm 70:5 - “I’'m in deep trouble Lord! Rush to my aid, for only you can help and save me.”

e T ORSGHI—SFIL. MirE., BLWETYT, #HE, AOLZAIZEVWTLL I, B
7RO T, RLER D ., EX, BT I,

Psalm 40:12 - “I’'m a mess. I’m nothing and have nothing: make something of me! You can do it; you’ve got
what it takes God.”

HE 4A0B 1L 28— B2 ENBWVEEDODLIDWAEAEELY [, FADZKDFAIBUVDUT
DT, FMIRAZ X2 TEFEFA, ZHRIETROMOELY $%< . FAOL BRI EZRETEL
7=,

The Bible says in Psalm 18:27, “You rescue those who are humble.” God doesn’t rescue prideful
people. The first thing | have to do is admit | need help in every area of my life. You weren’t made
to live a life without God.

mEFFRELISE27HIC [ H/-id, MbEEZZFHbnE+7n, &5 B IHME &4,
EHVET, Zokolz, MiIEEELRNTIRNETA, TTREBLRREINC LARTIUZ R 520
DIF, OGP ANEOHBLDHE T, BTNV ETHLHLLERDDL RO TY, HARTIE, Pk
DWW ANAEELED L IITE LTV RWND T,

What if those 33 miners had said when they broke through to them, “We kind of like it down here.
We've gotten used to the dark. It's kind of cozy. In fact, we don’t have to pay taxes down here.
We’re not overwhelmed by our lab prof. | think we’ll just stay down here.”

H L, HOBAOIKIZEN, o< KHOEBE O ZHWTHITTH, W, Rzbid, Z
DT TIZWB TR, | RATE-72E L6 ESITLEY, L. BA=BMR, 2o
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T, BULWoidd 2ENZ L, BLHAWWAT, B, 2220V bbb T L,
TATOBIZIZIRV EIESNDZ bRl ZOFEFFZZiCWE s, | AaTlozE Lz
5EIITL X IDN

We’d call that nonsense. But a lot of people do this all the time. They think they don’t need to be
saved. They don’t need to be rescued.

B HAAMEBIZFEARZEITT B AL NI TLLEY, THEIT, Z<DODANBRZDLH 72
ZEZHEHIZLTLESTWHDOTYT, TAREIZ, Kb E TR EE-sTLE-TY
HDTT, BHSNAZVLETRWEESTHWEDTY,

Those guys could have stayed in the dark. Nobody’s going to force them to be saved. Nobody’s
going to force you to be saved. Itis a choice. You start by admitting, | need rescuing.

ROLRTZ BRER DO IS THRLKAR S| fEBILRI BT 25T o B EZ LR T L &
Do LA, FED HRIZEHFANTRKI ) LITLETA, EoTENRHRTOBRIRIEND
TY, ORIITES. THITEONDILERDH D] EBOD T LENLIRDRTNIERY £E A,

Il. | must acknowledge | cannot save myself!

ZFLTIZ, AT ZZHNHLTH S 9 7-0121%, [R7Z2HbIZIZESEEZRK S ZLixTE R0
LFEHB] = EnKREITT,

. RAT=BIZIZIEDEFEZRD ZLIXTERNVWERD S !

Psalm 62:1 - David says, “I stand silently before the Lord, waiting for you to rescue me. For
salvation comes from you alone.”

RONMIFHNSLRD Z LR, FR6 2RBICENMNLTVET,

w6 20 1 FEi—1F D LWER- T, M ERLHED, RORWTHNLRDS,

Friend, the only way you’re going to experience salvation is from God. The government isn’'t going
to save you. Business isn’'t going to save you. Education isn’t going to save you. You cannot
save yourself. Only God can save you.

IR E vy BIRTIIME—, BN EEHE 2D LN TEHOIIMIZT T, BUFFIZH 7= 2 %> TL

NFEHEALL, EFRHRTZE2R-TINDEIDITTHELY FHA, FTLTR, HERDRT-2RK-

T<ﬂébif%%@i@h 9 TT, HOTIEESDEZR A2\ T, MRS R-%2%
ZHDTT, FRICITZDOZEN, WOLHIITEIPNTVET,

Psalm 49:7~8, MSG - “There’s no such thing as self-rescue, pulling yourself up by your
bootstraps. The cost of rescue is beyond our means.”

SR 4 9B 7-8Hi—7 NIESO G EZLEWET Z LTI TE 2, Bo0HREZMITH D
ZEIETERY, 8—TZFELVOBEWVWLAIX, &l THYD, KAIZHE LD TR LRV —

Those 33 miners down there, if they had to pay for their rescue they were never getting out,
because that rescue cost tens of millions of dollars. It was going to cost more money than they
would make in ten lifetimes. It was beyond their ability to pay.
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Ko 7=< 23 3 ANDFERIZHE L > TS NEFT A, 28R L, TOKBIZIXTTH ELED
BRADBDNDNETY, T, N1 0RANEEZEZTZLELTHL, BIFA2E88TIIHD £
ho FOFEIL. O DOZINEENZBZ TV =D T,

Similarly, we cannot buy our salvation. We can’t earn our way into heaven. We can’t pay our way
into heaven. We can’t do enough good things, because heaven’s perfect and we're not. We
cannot pay for our rescue by Jesus. We can’t earn it. We'll never deserve it.

FLRT-BHERUELIIZ, FAEBHRWAEE S Z L IXTEEHA, F2, KE~OEZEST D Z
EHLTEERHAL, KEIAT FEEXAHY Z b TEEHA, RERL . KENTIEE TR,
RTHITFEEETIT W6 T, FAEblE, A = ARICE DO REEZHL ) 2 TEEREA
L., FA=BI3RWEH I TESETHIZ L TEEHA, FEAEHIT, L TA = RERORNZ
fEFH5Z2EHR20NTLL D,

But the good news is Jesus has already paid for your rescue. On the cross he stretched out His
hands and He said, “This is how much | love you.” And He paid for your ticket to heaven with His
life.

L, BWHLENRDD £9, A TAERT TIZHRTZORNOREEZFL > TS EE>TWND
DTY, +F8RDET, A ZRFIWMFZIRT, [ZATERSRIEZENUIEELTWD, D
MBHTEAH, | EEbhE LT, £L T, HRTEORE~OUNGE, THGZOMTXIL->TLE
X oD TT,

You see, if there was any other way for us to get into heaven, God would not have wasted the
blood of His Son, Jesus Christ. There’s no other way! Jesus said | have paid for your salvation.

H L. BN KENATIT D FENMUCH - T-72 05, #ITEIFA =2 « U X Iz ®EKIZ 3
HZ XMoo= TLE Y, FOTT, MITHEIRVWDOTYT, A =R iL, [FARH27=0RN
DR EFLA-72] EEbiIvE Lo,

ILLUSTRATION: Any professional lifeguard knows that when somebody starts to go underwater,
you swim out to them but you do not rescue them immediately, because when somebody is
drowning they are panicking. When they are panicking they are flailing all around, moving, doing
everything they can to stay alive in panic. If you try to grab on to them while they’re panicking and
flailing around, they’re going to probably pull you down with them. So every pro lifeguard knows
you don’t do that. You swim out to them and you wait for them to give up. Then, when they finally
get tired and they’re about ready to go under for the last time, you just put your arm over their
shoulder, through their arm pit, and you swim back to shore with your strong arm.

TuDTA T H—F OKEERRBIE) 726, LK PTHN TS & IKOTERIT S £33,
FTERBL LD EIFLERFA, BRERL, NI RN=w 7 &2 EZTE, #xRY ., v, EXFk
oL, TEBRVDOZLEEZLET, N=vZiZfao TWDANTIMEIHHEA S ETHDT,
BT HH b —MICHEIZHETVAENTLE I DD LILERA, D, 78074 7H—R
2E, TSCEFEMTTUIWIT 2N EMS>TWNAEDTT, KW TWo T, HERLE LD DD AT
HLET, ZLT, HFERDRE T, WEWEWND Lo 72FFC, BOOREMTORFIZHT,
DO FHANT, FOMWEBETHREE TIKkERSDTT,

The point is this: You cannot save somebody as long as they’re trying to save themselves. Jesus
Christ cannot save you as long as you think you don’t need saving, as long as you’re trying to
save yourself. “l can get myself out of this mess!” Oh, really! “I can dig myself out of this hole.”
Oh, really. “l can earn my way to heaven.” Oh really.
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FIIZH W Z LT, HEPRESTHNAI E L TWAIRD, Helzld, B THSZHKE D
ELTWAAERD Z T TERNVEWNWS ZETY, R0, [THSTRKbN D MER W]
EERoTWED, THSTHGEREBY] ELTWAIRY, A=« F VU RMNI, SRT-2KD
ZEEFTERVOTT, [FAUXZORELSHITEHES 1] Zhud, RYTT? [FULZ DR
MHEDERAD] Fiud, KRYETTN? [RIIKREIITS HiEEH ) TEETHZ LN TE
Ll ARHBlZ, FHITLEIMN?

| must admit | need rescuing. | must admit | can’t save myself.

R HiE, BT RARETL W) Z 22RO 0T 6720, B TIEAESEZRZ 20
ZEERDRTNIE R SR VWD T,

1. | must | ask Jesus to save me!

2RI, ARV LTEH B 9 =0z,
[FL7=HBik, A = RIZRNEZRDB] = LR KUITT,
. T2 BHIIA = RICRNERD R ITIE AR 280 )

Jose, the designated prayer leader among the miners said it. He said you call on His name. | ask
Jesus to save me.

FVOFEHOFFEICREY £, BLTEEOTTHY DU —F—Fo7-kmkik. [EDLEFIFN
FLEI, FAUFA = RIZR W EROET, I &, SnFE L

Psalm 91:15, NLT - “When you call on me, [God says] | will answer; | will be with you in your
trouble and | will rescue you.” God promises, | will rescue you. Not might. | will rescue you.

P 9 1E 1 5HI—1518, bz LEMOSRDIVUE, iz Uik, Iz L5, b=LidEL
HDOLE XL EHITNT, HEaEREICEREEXX D,

God cannot lie. And He says, when you call on me | will answer. | will be with you. And I will
rescue you.

MIIEZ S E E¥ A, ML, [HREPZIFNE FTEZ D, RiddRlcs Ebicnd, %
LT, ®dRlczfntid, ] & BoLlenEd,

Romans 10:13 - “Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

2—~v A~OFMK 1 0F1 3F—13 [FOHEAHAZIFORDLHEHIT, ZThbihd] ©T
R

God says you do your part, I'll do my part. What's God’s part? Saving, rescuing, delivering,
redeeming. What's your part? Calling.

BT IXB S OEENZRI- LSV, FMUIB S O&EEZ R L ET, EMERIIS VW ET, Tl #h
ROBEE XA TL L Y2 FE, RFT 5, W45, Biigs, BE>Z2 &L TCLXDH, T
T, HRTZOEENIMTTN? 95 TT, O/ EMESTETROTY,
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That's it? Yep! That’sit. Don’t | have to join a church, be baptized, promise to always be perfect
and never sin again? No, it doesn’t say that anywhere. It says you call on the name of the Lord
and you will be saved. It's a matter of trust. We want to add all these other things into it. God
says NO. You call on the name of the Lord and you will be saved. Just call out for help.

FIRS, TNTETF2ERNELTEZN? £972ATT, ZNEITRATT,

Icd. BTE-> T, ELEZT T, WITH{THIET, JEEFEEZLI 2V ERR L TiiX
RERVDOTIZZRWNWTT 2] &, BozDTIIRWTTn? Wnx, FARIEIFEZICHLE
WTERH A, FEOEAZIFIRDOND EENTHLDTYT, #EFZDOMICITEHEBIRS &
HNHTT, T, FAebid, oL ZSUL BN EMT A _XRETLE I N2 VDN,

MERIZMIZIT M W BN Bo LeWET, F7bBIE, EEOH/ ZENTRHDONDLDTT,

TINH, M 2 RDNIER VO TT,

Here’s the point that we need to understand: The rescuer, in any rescue situation, the rescuer
gets to determine the means and the method of rescuing. Not the victim. The Savior gets
to determine how you’re saved, not the people.

L LZZ T, FAEBREM LR TR b2 E0n3H Y £97,
EARBBOBETYH, BBIDFERHEEZRDDDIIRBETT, BiFohn3AITIEHY 8
o TTNDL, RbNABFEZEDDIZDIIENETH-> T, ATIERVDTT,

We don’t get to determine how we’re saved. Those miners, can you imagine them saying, ‘| see
that little capsule and it looks pretty uncomfortable. | don’t want to be saved that way. Can you
think of another way?” No. You're just going to stay in the pit. Because you are saved the way
the savior chooses to save you. It's quite arrogant to say, I'll be saved my way. No. You'’re
saved, you’re rescued, you're redeemed, you're delivered the way that the deliverer chooses to
rescue you.

EDOXHcbnsd g, bRk DZETIEHY A, SORITEHE-BR, [HO
INS TR TNV E R D L, DD OB EZS R L, | EEODOEBBETETETN?
I ZAFETIIRbNZL 72V DT, MOFEEZZEZTI<NETAN? ] RATSE>TH,

BT TPHNICE EEH 2 L TERVWOTT, RERG ., bR idnENRAE HE
TL2RON2W s TY, [ROR0 FTRbIEW] EWo Dld, R0 ElEeZ & T,
ERCE N B 72Tz T D T2 DITRATHIEORT, BT, Boi, i s, Bbh, fi#
BE b DTT,

Jesus says | am the way. “| am the way. No one comes to the Father but by me.” He didn’t say
I’'m a good way. He didn’t say I'm the best way. He didn’t say I'm a nice way. He didn’t say I'm
one of the ways. He said 'm it! I’'m the way. You either accept God’s way or you don’t get to be
saved.

AT AL, FAPETHDHEEbNE L, [FTETHY, BEHETHY, T, FAZBELTT
T, HELROB LT ZEIFTEERAL &, AR FEVE LT

A= ZZ, [RMZBVERED L, TEA—FBWVWER] L. TRAEEOERE] Lo, T
BDEDO—DTHDH] EHLEVWEEATLEE, A =R L, [ANRZFOEE ! AANERDOE] 5o
TeOTY, Febid, MoEZ=ZIT AL, HbI2W»ho 85 60 LERIZZR WO TT,

V. | must commit my life to Him.
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AT RZHNHLTH B I =DICKYZRZ & TUoHIE,
[RL7= HIX B o NEZICERRTER B2V L WvWH#Hz T,

V. BA7=BIX B DO NEEZMICERZITNIE R 5720

| call on the name of the Lord — and who'’s the name of the Lord? Jesus Christ. And | commit my
life to him. This is what the miners had to do. They had to come to a point of commitment.

T EDOLEMES, EOLEIFHEDOZLETLEIM?2 AT A FIYRXFTY, LT, FA=blT
HODNEZ A = RTHEIFRITNIER S0 TT, 2., BiRORIEIEE 2 LA iz
LIRMNoT2Z ETHY ., HiFA T A NEZ BT ARELEZ LT b2 o720 T,

Psalm 31:5, NIV - “Into your hands | commit my spirit.” That means | give you my life, God. |
give you the good, the bad, and the ugly. “Deliver me, Lord, for you are a faithful God.” God,
you can be depended on.

i 3 1RSH—SFAOBEZHEFICOIERET, BEEOM, TX, HREIFMEZBENAHL TS
TEEWE LTz,

Imagine again these miners. What if they were afraid to commit themselves to that little capsule?
Because the only way they’re going to go from death to life, from no hope to new hope is to
commit themselves to that capsule. They’ve got to get in that capsule and they’re going to make
the slow journey, one at a time, up through a very dark narrow way, 2,000 feet. Quite probably
scary. They’ve got to commit themselves to get in the capsule. If they say, “I don’t trust that
capsule. I'm unwilling to trust my life to that capsule. In the first place, | have no guarantee that
anybody’s on the other end because | haven’t seen them.” Have you ever heard that argument? |
only trust what | can see.

ZOEIEEEE S O —EEB L TATL SN, b LEOR, bO/NShRED 7oy %
FENRDHZLEERANTWELEITLE D, WOHNENLE, FHENRIRENSHT LNAEA~
ERINOME—DHIEX, FOKED TNV HEEZERDZ L5720 TY, HMHITh 7'V
DiAF, —ATD, L THEEWRWELZ, 20007 A — FOESE TPV LF[&x FiIFbns Z
LI HDTT, AL, DRVMWTL XD, AT BAVOHFIZAD Z & &2 LT IERT
e oenvolz, L, o 7FevMIBHTERY, BOOmEbO 7 2/VIZHIT DD
IS, 2L L. M OMANSHEN WD R AT, A2 B RVWAENLEIRTR Y, | &
BN STLESTEBLEIRDLTL X 2D

IS, BOOBRIZARZDZLOULMER LW EW e, MW= Z &b 9 ki,

That’'s nonsense. You trust things you can’t see every day of your life. It's called selective trust.
You can’t see a cell phone wave. But you use a cell phone every day of your life. You trust. | can
give you a hundred examples where you trust stuff every day that you can’t see. So this thing of
unless | see it | don’t believe it, that's nonsense. That’s selective trust. You trust what you choose
to trustin.

ZTOLX ) EmilE e ATE, RERL, BESATER, BOOBIZARARWEOTH R
FRIZEATEEHL WSO TT, flxid, SBEEFOEBRITALA LRV, T, Htidm R
BEFEA -S> TS, FHIXMEHELTWHEWHI ZETT L, Tk, BITRARVWEDE
BHEHALTWAHIZRATELS SABITAZENTEET, 26, HIZARZZZWHEDIXE L2
WEW) DIFEFRRATT, HEAIEX, BOOBICRAZ72WVWHEOTHBERICERATHEEL TWY
9L, HODBALHDEIFTAZE L TWAHDTT,
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These miners could have said, “What if | get in that capsule and | get halfway up and | get stuck?”
I've had people say that... What if | commit my life to Christ and | get halfway into it and | don't like
it or | get stuck? It's a matter of trust.

ZOFRIEBN, TH LEARREED B NVIZEDIAALT, BPTEIT R 2o 6E8H L &L

V. J EBSYZELHoTL YT, THDDOANEEZXY X MIEBIT T, BYTEHRIZ/ZR->720 ., 1T
ERESTD LEBEITHAL, I & B2 8®dHTLLY, LLENIX, ST HE
DPRAUTE LD T EEFE LD E W) EHEOMERDTT,

V. | must trust God.

BEIZ, A ZAZKNHLTH L 972012k, [FA7=bidM2EETH) = & nkUTT,
V. BB EEE L2 ITER 5720

That'’s the fifth thing. | must trust that somebody on the other end is pulling the strings that are
going to save me. I've got to do that.

TN, A RS THEHITZDDEHOADEHZTT, b E2 K- T NDREFWNTWNDHD
I, I HMOFENTHD E(E URITNILR B2V T,

This picture of the miners is actually a picture of Easter, because Easter is going from death to life,
from burial to resurrection. These miners, this is a metaphor. They’re buried in the ground. For
all intents and purposes, they’re dead. They’re not getting out of that alive. It's hopeless.

RERD, A —AZ =L WOIEIERIT, DA HEENLETESL AN D bDOIENE T,
UM TS, B ORIER Iz HIE, MEIZH N TWE L, E9FXTHIEATNDE
59, HEETRDZLITTERWVWESS &, FELRE - T fEER R T LT,

But a rescuer does what they cannot do for themselves and takes the initiative and comes to
them. Then as they put their trust in what the rescuer has provided they come up from a small,
cramped, trapped, living in the dark life, to the expansive spacious life, second chance, wide
horizons, the sky’s the limit. That's what Easter is all about.

Lol BhEIL, iR TIEBEZONRVWE IR FIET, o TCa <Lk, FLT,
SR DIE, BENP L TCKNAZEEZEHELENLZZE, ALIAD LN TV TEJE T,
RO TEZTWD I I BRALENS, Jhx & LIZANER, B RF v AL IKWVRE &2 -
T, BRI T 2 2 &R TE A L IR TT, FN, A —RX—LEbHEIEDOH
DFFEL T,

This is a picture of baptism. | don’t know if you've ever seen a baptism before. Here at MIC we
baptize the way they did in the Bible. The way Jesus was baptized. He went down in the Jordan
River and he was put under the water and then he was brought up.

ZHUTTEALOBEETY, WAL EZ A2 e H 50 E 200 A, 2 Z & E R
AT, BEICH TS 2L R FIETHELEITONET, ZFIUIA = ARPILEZ T 7251k & A
CTY, A=RF, aALJNETH, KoFlZAnG, ZLTHl& Loz, 20X 5%
verL T L7z,

Why do we do that? Because baptism is always a symbol of a death, a burial, and a resurrection.
It says I'm dying to an old way of living and I'm beginning a brand new life.
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BRE, ZIFTDHDOTLEIN? RERLUALITEIC, JELHEELEITORBIENSTY, Bfle
X, HOANEZKDLE ([3E0]) | EFo7e<HLWLAEZBYD D ([EHETD)) Loz
EZERLET,

A little kid once asked, “Pastor, when can | get advertised?” That's what baptism is. It's an
advertisement for Jesus. It says I've died to my old way of life. All my sins are forgiven, forgotten.
They’re over and now I'm coming up. Now I'm a new person. The sky’s the limit. I've been living
in the dark and now I'm going to live in the light. That’'s what baptism explains.

B NIRRT SWT, [HETS A, WOIZRo7-68E (WATA) LTHEHX DA
TInel & [EARW (BEIL) 1 & [BATA (Bir) | ZRE->TEHWTEELE, L
L ML) ixxzomy ., A =20 [Efs] 2o T, EAREWR T IO, [FIUTEWAES FIZ
KIEFF 2B E Lz, RROFRITT TSN, EnonELZ, boFRITKDVELE, 4.

FIUTH LWARITT, b IOFAMTHERZWZ LM FHA, 4 F CRITHREBOP TAX T
FLIn, 2 bITtoRTAEETTVWEET, | 2WnWH 2 e TT, ERNEILOERTHZ &
72D T,

If you’ve never been baptized, we can schedule that. I'd encourage you to be baptized if you
trust Him.

b LHRENEALZZ T2 ERBRNDOTHIUL, TOHSTHEILEZZTLHZENTEET, &
RIENTEEZELDRL, WHla% 52 L2z LET,

Psalm 50:15, NLT - “Trust me in your times of trouble, and | will rescue you, and you will give me
glory.”

iiE S5 0FE 1 5HI—15 F#HO HIZIZb LAOSKRD L, bz Uidb -2+ >, H7
TZiXbl-LEabNnD L9, |

Psalm 91:14,CEV - “If you love me and truly know who | am, | will rescue you and keep you safe.”

HE 9 1B 1AH—-1AERDLIELEEL TWAND, bl LIEEBirtZ o, bzl o
O TWDEMNSTE, bz Uitz E< EiF &k o,

I’m going to pray a prayer right now that | call The Rescue Prayer. | prayed it many, many years
ago when | was a teenager. | said a little prayer something like this, “God, if there is a God, | want
to believe in you. Jesus Christ, if you can give me the better life, not the good life but the better
life, | want it. | realize | cannot solve my life problems on my own and | realize there’s no way |
can earn my way to heaven. So I’'m going to trust in you to be my Savior, my rescuer.”

AEND RFEOFY | LAFTTA0 2HT T, BN10ROE, (4FE S 4FE SR> 7247 D
TY, TOFY &1L, ROEH>bDTLE, [k, b LA VWDE o L2 DD b, fAddH
RIERBELIEVWOTT, A =R -FIUAMKL, bLHRTEDPRIZEWAALEL, ENIET TiER
<, EVEWAEZEZTINDDL, FAFENRELATHET, RX. B0 NEDOREE
BoDONTHRFETLHZEITTERNL, REIATS FIEZASO I TESTHZ LIXTE 0
BN E Lz, EPoRIE. ®RENPRORNE, RORBFETHDHENWHI ZEEEFELET, J

16



| finished that simple little prayer. I'm kneeling on the ground in the tent and you know what
happened to me? Nothing! | didn’t feel any different. | didn’t get any emotional thing. | didn’t get
a quiver in my liver. | didn’t speak in tongues. No angels came down and flapped their wings.
There was no bright shining light. It was just a matter of fact, simple decision. | called on the
name of the Lord. | didn’t even feel emotionally different. But that was the turning point in my life.
And | want to tell you: When | compare the life before, that to life after... I've been there, I've done
that, and there’s no way I'm going back.

WHE, FAMTFO X O RHECEHWITY 22 F Lz, LT, 7 hOFTHEHIZOZIETWNT
WATMZ IR Z o7 EENE T2 33, M2V FHATLE, FIIMbECETA
TL7EL, FRZMOBEE B BEEEHATLE . KPREXLE >R Ebhenrolc L, BETH
T Ebol L, KENREY TETHIEES WS 2 E8H Y EHATLE, LIS
HbHVEEATLE, 7272, FATZDORE, ISkl E LE L7, FAIFEOLEZFESZ LI LE
L7z, ZORX., BRIERREBEEETATLEN, LN LEANRELO NI L 72720
TY, LT, WSARIFEZTEWZ Lid, RROLURIONEEZDHRDO NEZI R K-> T
ThDHE, FEDITFNTIWAALRZ EEZRBRLELIZL, RVXRTELZ, TH, O HOEDOH
DR W ETEWER A, #EMDHIOBDICRED 20 EITEVERA,

| love the life that Christ has provided for me today. A life of freedom, a life of fulfillment, a life of
meaning, of purpose. The fact that | don’t face any problem by myself any more. | know for a fact
I’'m going to heaven when | die.
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So my past has been forgiven, | have a purpose for living, | have a home in heaven.
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| want to lead you in that rescue right now. I’'m going to pray a prayer and I'm going to invite you to
pray this prayer with me. You can just follow along and say, “Me too, God, what Pastor Joseph’s
saying, me too.”
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Dear God, [say that in your heart] dear God, | need to be rescued. | realize that if | didn’t need
a Savior you wouldn’t have sent One. There are things in my life | cannot change. | know
there’s no way | can earn my way to heaven and that you determine how | get there. So as
much as | know how, | say | admit that | need you in my life. | admit that | cannot save myself.
Jesus, as best | know how, I’'m calling on your name to save me. | want to commit my life, all
of it — the good, the bad and the ugly — to you. | want to trust you to get me safely to heaven
and trust in you in every area of my life. In your name | pray, Amen.
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If you prayed that prayer and meant it, God heard you. God says if you call, | will save. Did you
call? I don’t know. But if you did call, guess what. God doesn’t lie. You are saved. Not based on
your feelings, but based on His promise.
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Conclusion/Application

I’m going to pray an Easter blessing on you and your family and your studies in just a minute. Let
me tell you one other very important truth you need to understand about Jose’s story. Sometimes
God allows things to cave in on you in order to save other people. This is called redemptive
suffering. Sometimes God allows you to go through a problem for the benefit of other people.
God knew that Jose was going to be in that mine 1,000 years before Jose was born. By the way,
whose fault was that? God’s? Of course not. It was the fault of the company that didn’t meet
standards of safety, and out of greed had not put in the safety requirements required by law in
Chile. So actually the government closed it down because that company dishonestly had not put
in the safety requirements. So really it was their fault. But God knew that Jose was going to be
there. But he wanted him there to share the good news.
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Jose could have kept quiet. He could have put his head down, said, “I'm going to keep my nose
down. I’'m not going to say anything. I'm not going to share my faith. And I'm just going to pray
that God rescues me.” That’s a very self-centered approach to the problem he’s going through.

But God put him in that situation and allowed him to go through 69 days of being trapped so that
22 of his friends could go to heaven.
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See what’s happening? It was in Jose’s own crisis that God used him in the greatest way to help
other people. A lot of times we think, “God, once | get through this problem, now [I'll really serve
you and I'll tell other people about you.” No, no! You’ve got it wrong. It's while you're in your
problem, you know the problem you’re in right now, God wants you to use that problem to rescue
other people who are going through the exact same thing. God wants to use you in your problem,
during the problem, to help other people in the same situation.
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So here’s my Easter question for you: Who this week does God want to rescue through you? Who
does God want to rescue through you?
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PRAYER: “Heavenly Father, | pray for every person here this week. | pray for their families. |
pray for their studies. | pray for their businesses. | pray for their health. Bless them in every way.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, may the love of our Father, may the power of the Holy
Spirit empower us to do what you want us to do. Protect their lives and make them full and
meaningful and | pray this blessing in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.”
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