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Rev 20:1-6 — The Millennial Kingdom
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Introduction

In recent weeks, Pastor Joseph has been doing a preaching series looking at various aspects of
the Kingdom of God. But it was also Easter two weeks ago, so themes of resurrection are
very topical. So today I thought I’d look a passage that nicely relates to both! In a sermon last
month on the ‘uniqueness of God’s Kingdom’, Pastor talked about how it is and will be a
Kingdom of peace, and he made reference to a thousand-year period of time in the future
when Christ will reign; that’s what | would like to focus on today. So I’'m going to say
something not so often heard on a Sunday morning: open your Bibles and turn to the book of
Revelation...
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(Rev 20:1-6) 1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss
and holding in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is
the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and
locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the
thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 4 | saw thrones on
which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And | saw the souls of those
who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of
God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their
foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The
rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first
resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second
death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign
with him for a thousand years.
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| think that passage speaks for itself, so we can end there! Perhaps not...
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This is not exactly ‘entry-level” Scripture, so to speak! Revelation is undeniably a difficult
book to understand. There are lots of things I don’t know about it, there are lots of things
theologians don’t know about it, and there are various interpretations about almost every part
of it! During our Monday night Bible study, we’ve been slowly going through the book of
Revelation, and we have now in fact got halfway through chapter 20. It’s been fascinating,
full of crazy and mysterious things — supernatural judgement, an evil world system, multi-
headed creatures, symbolic numbers, women... Even in these six verses, we have mentions of
an Abyss, a dragon, a Beast and its mark. All these things do begin to make more sense when
you take the time to study them in context. However, for the sake of today there’s no time to
cover everything related to this passage or give a whole lot of context, so forgive me for not
elaborating on many things. You’re more than welcome to join the Monday Bible study to
ask further questions! Also | must stress that a lot of what | say today is based on my own
understanding of Revelation; there isn’t one correct interpretation.
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But by looking at this passage, what | want to do is simply make us aware of and get us
considering a part of Scripture that receives very little attention (or occasionally too much)! 2
Tim 3:16 says ALL Scripture is useful for teaching etc.... It doesn’t, however, say that all
Scripture is easy to understand, or that all Scripture is free from controversy...
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But, with the book of Revelation in particular, there’s a nice blessing stated in 1:3... Blessed
is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and
take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. Blessing all around!
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Four views on the Millennium
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With all that in mind, here we get to the last great controversy in the book of Revelation
which has divided theologians: the thousand years, also known as the Millennium or the
Millennial Kingdom. In these six verses there are five mentions of it. Throughout Church
history, there have been many different ways of understanding this thousand-year period. I’d
like to briefly introduce the four main ways of looking at it. Each has a complicated
theological name, but essentially they’re all named according to when the Millennium occurs
in relation to Christ’s Second Coming, which is another important event described in
Revelation 19. By the way, none of the views insists that the ‘thousand years’ is an exact
number, but they’re all clear that it refers to a very long time! Let’s have a look at a
diagram... [see end]
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Premillennialism

The return of Christ happens before (pre-) the thousand-year period, which is a literal reign of
the risen Christ here on the earth. After that follows final judgement, then the New Heaven
and New Earth, which are described later in Revelation.
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Two variations

(Post-tribulational/historic premillennialism vs pre-tribulational/dispensational
premillennialism)
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These essentially concern the timing of the rapture, that is, when Christ ‘snatches up’ the
believers, when we ‘meet Him in the air’. Does this happen at the very moment Christ
returns, or at a separate, earlier point?

CHITEEEHO 2 2O =—v g
Zo TRITHEEERD I, 2290FXFRHY 3, Z0 200, THEHMEIVANZFY X FE
& x
ETHLELTC, ATAIFILL-TREEEZLARIEZ LTS (Zng TH#2% rapture] &
SNET) [ZBHETFUVZARMIEH] OENDLEZANIENVRHY T, Thbb, FHEE
CRIBFICHEEE NS DO, e b, B IIRNC, TNEVENERENH D ET 500 TH
PIVTWET, BIEIL, BELEDPERHMORMUEZRBR LI RICHE S EERE-T0DHETD
Ez2TT (InzEQ EEMRITEEER] S 0WnET) o b o —oik, BEEORMUA RS
BB LR ER 2% T, BEEROBICHENS D ET5E2TT (Z0OBXHF 2D H#HFHE
D& ESTQ [T 4 A=y a VERWRTTHEEER EMFEENET) . Wit
Y. HEATEHLVANCREZA W) ECRLEEOEL2 HE L TWET,

Postmillennialism

The return of Christ happens after (post-) the Millennium. This thousand-year period
represents a golden age for the Church: the Gospel is going to grow and flourish on the Earth
to the extent that the Great Commission will be successfully fulfilled, and the Christian faith
will pervade all the cultures of all the nations of men, and in this way all Christ’s enemies
will be subdued. Then Jesus Himself will come and judge the last enemy personally — death.
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Amillennialism

The fourth position, amillennialism, doesn’t mean there’s no Millennium (after all, it’s
mentioned six times in chapter 20) but that it is symbolic, basically another name for the
Church age in which we now live. Jesus reigns as Lord in the hearts of believers by virtue of
his resurrection and ascension. The Second Coming is not symbolic, but is independent of
any thousand-year period.
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These are all valid and Scripture-honouring views in their best representation — you can
ponder which one you are later.
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Focus on premillennialism
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I’d like to focus on the premillennial view as another facet of the Kingdom of God: there will
be a future period of time where Christ actually reigns as King on the Earth, for a thousand
years.

FiE, HoOEOS > —o0Mlme LT, Pk, U X MBAEERL, EERIC# ETEL LTH
o THEOBENFEST D) L) THITHEEER] OBZXLICER L EBNnET,

But what do we know about this thousand-year period? Not a lot, unfortunately! There are
questions that are very difficult to answer. For example, who will populate this Millennial
Kingdom? Christ, obviously, and those He returns with, but will there be other people still on
Earth who will also go into this Kingdom? And how would that work in practice? Revelation
simply doesn't give us answers.
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What we can understand from this passage is that this is a theocracy in the truest sense: Jesus
Himself is the head of state, so to speak, of the whole Earth. But there is also reference to
others who will have a role in reigning and judging with Him! Those others, according to
various scriptures and parables, are believers, who have returned with Christ in glory; us! We
will be given responsibility in this Kingdom. Mysterious, but awesome!
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We also know that this will be a Kingdom of peace — various kinds of peace, peace between
nations, and also freedom from persecution for believers. In Rev 19 when Christ returns, He
defeats a vast army of all His enemies, who had gathered from across the world to oppose
Him, at what’s known as the Battle of Armageddon. These defeated enemies include the
Beast (aka the Antichrist), the leader of the evil world system at the time. And we also read
that during this period, Satan is bound and sealed away. So we’ll be free from demonic
torment. It does say that Satan will be set free again for a short time, but to find out what
that’s all about, join us tomorrow evening for the Bible study!
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OT prophets and insight into God’s Kingdom
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However, we have more clues about this Millennium from elsewhere in Scripture. Many OT
prophets had a number of things to say not necessarily about a Millennium, but about a
‘Messianic Kingdom’ or ‘Messianic Age’. They clearly foresaw a future time where a
Messiah would come to the Earth and inaugurate a reign of peace on the Earth, based in
Jerusalem. Passages alluding to this can be found in Psalm 2, 72, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Micah, Amos, Zechariah, Zephaniah... According to pastor and Bible commentator David
Guzik, there are more than 400 verses in more than 20 passages across the OT and NT that
appear to refer to Christ reigning on the Earth! To go into these in detail would take a
thousand years, so we’ll look at just a few examples from Isaiah...
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Isaiah 2:2-4: In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the
highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.
Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
temple of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The
law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He will judge between the
nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into
ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against
nation, nor will they train for war anymore.
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For the Jews during Jesus’ time, their highest expectation was that the Messiah would come
and reign on the Earth, overthrowing the oppressive Roman Empire and establishing His
own Kingdom of peace in Israel. That’'s why when Jesus came, they were all asking, ‘why
isn't He bringing in this Messianic Age?'
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What the OT prophets and these Jews didn’t anticipate, but that we know now, is that there
are TWO comings of the Messiah. Many of the Messianic prophecies of the OT were fulfilled
when Christ first came, and some were fulfilled in a more general sense, but there are still a
number of these prophecies about the Messianic Age which don’t yet seem to have been
fulfilled in a direct way. One way to understand these prophecies is to see them as shedding
light on this Millennium period.
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Here’s another example from Isaiah, 11:6-9: The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will
lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will
lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion
will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will
put its hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy
mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the
seaq.
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A possible implication of this passage is that we may be vegetarians during the Millennium!
And in other passages, we learn that this period will be a time of unparalleled blessing, of
abundance, healing, righteousness, devotion. There will blessing and national security
particularly for the nation of Israel, and there will be a restored Temple as a memorial of
God’s work in the past.
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To give one more example, | want to propose that the Millennial Kingdom gives a new
dimension to a very familiar passage to Christians, often read at a different time of the year...
Isaiah 9:6-7: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
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shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will
reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish
this.

b —ofEET LR, THEEEIL, 7 U AF ¥ Al E > THEBITHIGRELS . LI LR
DY —RAHEND —HINZH LWVKRICE G2 D0 ) ZEERE LTV ERNWET,

[AvE] 9%E6-7Hi

EVDEVDOHREN TN, FAeboiedbiztEEns, OEVOEOTN, Filblchzbnd, £
MEIZZEDRIZHY . 2041 TREFERBIEE. NH DM, KEOR, FOE] LT
Lo T ZOTMETHULINDY . ZOYFNIRY 72K, FETOEEIIENT, TOEEEIRD,
SPELERICETINERLINT, INEXZZ25, L0, LZLAET, FEOED
BN IR LET 5,

If we consider these verses in light of a specific time of Jesus ruling on Earth, bringing peace,
settling disputes, | find they gain a new significance...
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Why the Millennium?

At this point you might be thinking, that’s all very good, but why? What’s the point of this
Millennial period?! That is a very good question, and it has a fascinating answer: I don’t
know. But to give just a couple of possible reasons... One reason is to fulfil Scriptures like
the ones | mentioned, the ones about the Messiah not just coming to the Earth in power but
continuing to reign in power. Related to this, the Millennium is a public demonstration of
Christ’s victory and His worthiness to rule the nations. The first time, Jesus came as the
Suffering Servant, and people rejected Him, saying ‘we have no king but Caesar’. Here He
comes and establishes Himself as the 'King of Kings and Lord of Lords' (Rev 19:16).
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Another possible point of the Millennium is that it puts into perspective the years of
tribulation that come before it. Revelation describes many terrible judgements upon the Earth
and intense persecution of believers at the hands of the Beast. But this happens in a relatively
short time, and is contrasted with this vast period where the roles are reversed: the saints who
were oppressed by the antichrist are now the ones who rule. The antichrist and his satanic
kingdom is replaced by Jesus Christ and His Godly Kingdom.
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Resurrection bodies

Let’s briefly turn our attention to something else mentioned in this passage that’s much less
controversial and confusing, but something that we as believers still don’t think about much:
our own resurrection! In this time around Easter, there’s plenty of focus on Jesus’
resurrection, how He came back with a glorious resurrection body, and while we’re happy to
believe when the Bible tells us we too are going to be raised in the same way, we don’t think
about when that happens and where that actually fits into everything. Written in this passage
IS an assurance that it 1S going to happen; our promised bodily resurrection will become a
reality! In vv.5-6 of Revelation 20 we have two uses of the Greek word anastasis
‘resurrection’, which in the NT unambiguously refers to physical, bodily resurrection, the
kind which was experienced by Jesus Christ, and the kind which is also promised to those
who believe in Him too. (Ignore the bit about the ‘rest of the dead’; we’ll talk about that
tomorrow evening. What’s exciting for us is this ‘first resurrection’.)
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As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians (15:51-52), Listen, | tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep,
but we will all be changed - in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
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Our resurrection bodies are going to be awesome, in the same way Jesus’ is! Imperishable
and not encumbered by the same physical limitations that our current bodies have. Since
we’ll be raised in time for the Millennium, presumably we’ll get to we get to enjoy them
there first and to take them for a thousand-year test drive, before we enter the eternal state,
the New Heaven and New Earth as described in Rev 21 & 22.
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Conclusion/application

I’ve probably raised as many questions as I’ve answered, but if I haven’t totally confused
you, hopefully I’ve at least made you think about aspects of our faith that we don’t normally
think about. I’d encourage you look further into these things, and not be put off by the
ongoing theological debates; you can always come back to the big picture and say
‘Hallelujah, He’s coming again’, and let God work out the details! Praise God our salvation
doesn’t depend on the interpretation of the Millennium!
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But as for this Millennium, whatever form it will take, a time when Christ reigns and peace
abounds across the Earth is a beautiful picture, something for us to look forward to, a time
when the violence and torment of the Evil One will end, a time where we are raised
imperishable with new, shiny bodies. We get to experience that!
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I’d like to finish by quoting what Peter and Paul wrote at the end of their respective
discussions of the End Times, because I can’t come up with a better way to conclude. 2 Pet
3:14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be
found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. And 1 Cor 15:58 Therefore, my dear
brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the
work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.
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Let’s pray.
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