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Introduction
Dear Brethren and friends,

As we gather together today, | want to speak to you about the most important commandment given to us
by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ: loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. This highlights
one of our core values as a church.
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Have you ever asked yourself, “What does God really want from me?”

Those who truly want to please God can easily get confused. One Bible teacher details a long list of all of the
commands you should be keeping. The next teacher says you are not under law at all; all that matters is
grace. Does that mean you don’t have to keep any commands? Who is right?
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I What does it take to live a God-honoring life?
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Centuries ago, the experts in Jewish law took the Ten (10) Commandments and multiplied them into 613
laws. Talk about confusing! Our Lord Jesus Christ, however, took the same Commandments and divided them
into two (2): love God and love people.
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The religious leaders of the day had one goal: to get rid of Jesus. To that end, they had been challenging
Jesus’ authority. The scene we’ve just read opens just after the Sadducees tried unsuccessfully to trap Him
into saying something that would get Him in trouble with the people and the Roman rulers. Now the
Pharisees were trying to do the same. They sent a lawyer to Jesus with a question hotly debated among the
religious leaders of the time.
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READ: Matthew 22:34~40

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 0One of them, an
expert in the law, tested him with this question: 3¢ “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in
the Law?”

37 Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.” 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 3° And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself.”# All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
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The phrase, “the Law and the Prophets” was the standard way of referring to the Hebrew Scriptures (our
Old Testament). When Jesus said, “All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” He
meant that all other commands are summed up or contained in these two.
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In boiling the Law down to two (2) commands, was Jesus doing away with the rest of the Law and the
Prophets? Not at all! He Himself said:
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Matthew 5:17~18 - 7 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to
abolish them but to fulfill them. & For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is
accomplished.
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The Apostle Paul, writing later, commented on what the law meant for us Christians.

Romans 13:8~10 - &Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for
whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You
shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be,
are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 1° Love does no harm to a neighbor.
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
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But, where would one get the idea to sum up all of the laws with only two (2) commands? Actually, it’s found
in these two OT passages:
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Deuteronomy 6:5 - Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength.
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Leviticus 19:18 - Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your
neighbor as yourself. | am the Lord.
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Jesus clearly said that loving God is our first obligation. But, He also identified a second commandment as
being foundational: Leviticus 19:18. These two (2) commandments are the greatest of all, and the rest flow
out of them.
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LOVE is the glue that holds together not only the Law and the Prophets, but the Gospel as well. Without
love, the Christian faith would be like every other religion with a set of rules and regulations leading to
legalism and bondage rather than freedom and grace. That is what Jesus meant when He said, “For I tell you
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that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20).
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The Pharisees saw the Law as a checklist to prove their righteousness. Our Lord Jesus, however, identified
the Law’s purpose as a guide to remind us to love God and to love people. He was apparently the first One
to fuse these two (2) commandments together and use them to summarize the Law.
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A deep sense of gratitude for what God has done for us should motivate us to love Him and others. Did you
notice the word and? You don’t get to choose your preference; both loving God and loving people are at the
heart of our faith. The result of loving God is that you will love people. And loving people is the way to show
the world that you love God. We must be careful not to emphasize either our devotion to God or our social
concerns at the expense of the other.
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Il. What does it mean to love God?
II. #E2ETIHLIITIEINIZEn?

Is regular attendance or consistent tithing an indicator of one’s love for God? Probably so. But, what does
He really want from us?
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A. Loving God means putting Him first in our lives — family, career, company, self -- above everything else.
It means acknowledging His sovereignty and power, and recognizing that everything we have comes from
Him.
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ILLUSTRATION: Abraham (Genesis 22:1~19) is a good example. When God tested Abraham’s faith, we know
it’s also a test of his love for God. The Lord commanded him to offer his young son, Isaac, as a sacrifice. Isaac
represented Abraham’s hopes and dreams. As if he needed reminding of how precious Isaac is to Abraham,
God told him in verse 2 to, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain | will show you.” Abraham obeyed without
delay. He prepared well to follow God’s instructions. And, God recognized his love for Him in this.
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Genesis 22:12 - “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you
fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”
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Loving God means seeking His will and obeying His commandments. It requires us to choose to follow His
ways instead of our own, and to prioritize His desires above our own.
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B. Loving God is not just an emotion or a feeling; it is a conscious decision that we make every day.
In our main Scripture today, when Jesus answered the lawyer’s question, He quoted from the Shema, the
basic confession of faith in Judaism, which is the same passage in Deuteronomy 6:5: “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”
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The heart, biblically speaking, is the seat of the emotions. The soul is the center of man’s personality. So love
for God was to permeate the very essence of a human being.
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The Bible tells us in 1 John 4:19 that “we love because he first loved us.”
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Romans 8:35~39 - 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 38 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we
are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 3" No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. 38 For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, 3 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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God’s love for us is the foundation for our love for Him. He loved us so much that He sent His only son to die
on the cross for our sins, so that we could have eternal life. When we truly understand and appreciate this
love, it compels us to love Him in return.
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2 Corinthians 5:14~15 - 4 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and
therefore all died. 1°* And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him
who died for them and was raised again.
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C. Loving God is not always easy. We are human and we make mistakes. We are prone to sin and
disobedience. But when we love God, we seek forgiveness when we fall short, and we strive to live according
to His will. We turn to Him in prayer and seek His guidance in all that we do.
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As we love God, we also love others. Jesus told us in Matthew 22:39 that the second greatest commandment
is to “love your neighbor as yourself.” It’s not always easy to love others. But, when we truly love God, we
see others through His eyes, and we treat them with kindness, compassion, and respect.
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C.S. Lewis, in his book Mere Christianity, wrote, "Do not waste your time bothering whether you 'love' your
neighbor act as if you did. As soon as we do this, we find one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as
if you loved someone, you will presently come to love him. If you injure someone you dislike, you will find
yourself disliking him more. If you do him a good turn, you will find yourself disliking him less."
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Loving God is not just a personal choice, but a responsibility that we have as followers of Christ. We are
called to be His hands and feet in this world, and to share His love with those around us.
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Conclusion/Application

The decision to be a Christ-follower begins with a profound sense of gratitude for what God has done for us
in Christ. To truly love God is to totally commit our life to Him. The love for God is not a warm, fuzzy feeling.
Rather, it is a love expressed in action —in serving and obeying. This love involves an absolute surrender that
dominates our emotions, directs our thoughts, and determines our actions.
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So today, let us commit ourselves to loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Let us seek His
will in all that we do, and obey His commandments. Let us love others as He loves us, and share His love with
those around us.
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May God bless us all. Amen
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