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Title: “How Do We Make Disciples?”
Text: Matthew 28:19~20
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8Then Jesus came to them and said, “A// authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. ¥ Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?° and teaching them to obey everything | have

commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
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Introduction

Today, | want to talk to you about one of the most important commands that our Lord Jesus
Christ gave to His disciples before He ascended into heaven. This command is often referred

to as the Great Commission, which sadly can easily become the Great Omission.
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As Christians, we are called to make disciples of all nations. But what exactly does this
mean? What is a disciple, and how do we go about making them? These are important
guestions that we need to ask ourselves if we are to be faithful to the command that Jesus

has given us.
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What does it mean fo make disciples? \n simple terms, /it means to help others become

followers of Jesus Christ. This involves sharing the good news of the gospel with others,

helping them to understand and believe it, and teaching them to obey everything that Jesus
has commanded. It is seeking to become more like him every day. In short, a disciple is
someone who has a personal relationship with Jesus and who seeks to make him the Lord of
their life.
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Making disciples is not just the responsibility of pastors and missionaries. It is a calling that is
given to all of us who call ourselves followers of Christ. We are all called to be ambassadors of

the gospel, sharing the love and truth of Jesus with those around us.

But how do we make disciples? Let me offer three key principles:
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l. First, we must be intentional.

The first step is to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others. Making disciples requires
more than just casual conversations about faith. We must intentionally seek out opportunities
to share the gospel and invest in the lives of others. We need to tell them about the love of

God, the sacrifice of Jesus, and the hope that we have in him.
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Acts 8:4~8 - ? Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they

went. ® Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. ¢ When

the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what
he said. ” For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or
lame were healed. ® So there was great joy in that city.
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Acts 16:31~32 - 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and

your household.”* Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his

house.
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Intentional gospel proclamation can be done in a variety of ways, such as spending time with
someone, sharing our personal testimony, inviting people to church, hosting a small group, or

engaging in evangelism efforts in our community.
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ILLUSTRATION: Last Sunday, Sis. Elim here, joined our Prayer Retreat in the afternoon. A

Filipina, who's not yet a Christian, happened to be here together with two other ladies. There

was a time when we prayed in small groups. Sis. Elim took the opportunity to share the gospel
to the non-Christian Filipina and by the grace of God, she professed faith in Christ as her Lord
and Savior. | appreciate what Sis. Elim did because, the Filipina who believed in Christ, was

under training and was scheduled to move to Hyogo-ken. We don’t know when we will see her

again. But, that was her chance to hear the Gospel.
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Il. Second, we must be authentic.

Sharing the gospel is only the beginning. Once someone has accepted Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Savior, we need to help them grow in their faith. This involves teaching them about
the Bible, the importance of prayer and worship, encouraging them to be a part of a Christian
community, and how to live a life that is pleasing to God. We need to disciple them, just as

Jesus did with His own disciples.

RIZ. BFetFs7co0_2B0RAE. (bR EYTHEITNELESLEW] tnw52&T

[e]

. B, FF=bRBEYTRITNERY £€A,

BEZEAD I LI, BEVIBEE A, HEIPAITX - FURMEETHYRWEEL L T—
BRI N6, AT BIEERICZDODADMEMERFO TV OZNITE2RENHY) £3, ZD7H
IZig. ZURF v :\1_74@—Et@6£5ﬁbéﬁit BEICOVWTHR, iV &
LEFEORTIITOWTHR, BRICEIEINDIEEFZHBRADIVLENHDHDTYT, A TXERNATH
BORF-HIZZEIINTZLIIC. AT AT REROL S ICHESZBFICLATNIE RS AL
DTT,



One of the key aspects of making disciples is modeling what it means to be a disciple
ourselves. We cannot expect others to follow Jesus if we are not following Him ourselves. We
need to be intentional about our own spiritual growth, seeking to become more like Jesus
every day. This means spending time in prayer and reading the Bible, attending church and

Bible studies, and seeking out opportunities to serve others.
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ILLUSTRATION: Apostle Paul and his fellow missionaries
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2 Corinthians 6:3~4, 11~13 -? We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our

ministry will not be discredited. * Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every

way: in great endurance, in troubles, hardships and distresses--- 1 We have spoken freely to

you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. *? We are not withholding our affection

from you, but you are withholding yours from us. *3 As a fair exchange—I speak as to my

children—open wide your hearts also.
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People are not looking for perfect Christians; they are looking for real ones. We must be

honest about our struggles and shortcomings, and demonstrate the transformative power of



the gospel in our own lives. When we live out our faith authentically, we become a powerful

witness to those around us.
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lll. Third, we must be patient.

ILLUSTRATION: One day George Muller began praying for five (5) of his friends. After many

months, one of them came to the Lord. Ten years later, two others were converted. It took 25

years before the fourth man was saved. Muller persevered in prayer until his death for the fifth
friend, and throughout those 52 years he never gave up hoping that he would accept Christ!

His faith was rewarded, for soon after Muller's funeral the last one was saved.
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Discipling someone is not a one-time event, but a lifelong process. It involves building
relationships with them, investing time and energy into their spiritual growth, and being a
source of encouragement and support along the way. We need to be willing to walk alongside
new believers as they learn what it means to follow Jesus, and we need to be patient with

them as they make mistakes and stumble along the way.
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2 Corinthians 1:5~7 - ® For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our

comfort abounds through Christ. ¢ If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if
we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same

sufferings we suffer. ” And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in

our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.
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In addition to modeling what it means to be a disciple, we also need to be intentional about
creating opportunities for others to grow in their faith. This can involve mentoring, discipleship
groups, and other forms of intentional discipleship. It may also involve helping new believers

find their place in the church and using their gifts and talents to serve others.
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| repeat, making disciples is a long-term process. It takes time to build relationships, earn
trust, and help others grow in their faith. We must be willing to invest the time and energy

required to disciple others, even when it feels slow or discouraging.
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As we make disciples, we need to remember that this is not a task that we can do on our own.
We need the support of other believers, who can encourage us and hold us accountable as we
seek to make disciples of all nations. We also need the help of the Holy Spirit to guide us and
empower us along the way. Didn’t our Lord Jesus promised: “And surely | am with you always,
to the very end of the age.”? (v.20)
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Conclusion/Application

Brothers and sisters, making disciples is not an optional part of our Christian life. It is a
fundamental calling that we all share. It is all about growing up. It's about going to the next

level. It’s really living the Christian life to its fullest, as Jesus meant for us to live it.
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As we go out into the world, let us be intentional, authentic, and patient in our efforts to share
the love and truth of Jesus Christ with those around us. May we be faithful ambassadors of

the gospel, making disciples of all nations to the glory of God. Amen
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