MIC Worship Service — 2023.05.14 Mother’s Day
Title: “Blessing All Like A Mother”

Text: 1 Thessalonians 2:6~8, NIV
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S We were not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as
apostles of Christ we could have asserted our authority. " Instead, we were like young children
among you. Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, ¢ so we cared for you. Because we
loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives
as well.
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Introduction

As we come together to worship, we remember the many blessings that we receive from our
Heavenly Father. From the air we breathe to the food we eat; every good thing comes from Him.
And one of the greatest blessings that we receive from God is the gift of love. It is the love that
we share with others that makes life worth living.
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Today, as we celebrate Mother's Day, we are reminded of the special love that mothers have for
their children. It is a love that is unconditional and selfless. And it is a love that blesses not only
their own children, but also the lives of those around them.
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In today’s Bible passage, the Apostle Paul gives us an example to follow. He is defending his
conduct as an apostle to the Thessalonians. He emphasizes that he did not seek glory or honor
from people, but rather was motivated by his love and concern for them. In so doing, he uses
mother as a metaphor.
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So, how can we bless others like a mother?
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l. One way is to care for others.
‘Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, so we cared for you” (verses 7~8).

Paul points out that he could have made demands as an apostle of Christ, but he did not. He did
not have any ulterior motives or personal agendas in his ministry. Instead, he chose to be gentle
and nurturing towards the Thessalonians, comparing his behavior to that of a_nursing mother
caring for her own children. This image emphasizes the deep care and affection that Paul had for
the Thessalonians, as well as his willingness to invest his time and energy in their spiritual growth.
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Jesus himself uses a similar metaphor in Matthew 23:37, where He describes Himself as a mother
hen who wants to gather her chicks under her wings.
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APPLICATION: In a world that is so busy and disconnected, taking the time to be with someone
can be a powerful blessing. Whether it is listening to a friend who is going through a tough time or
spending time with a neighbor who is lonely, being present with others shows them that we care
and that they are valued and loved.
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Il. Another way to bless others is to use our gifts and talents to serve them.
“Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of
God but our lives as well” (verse 8).
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Paul states that he was not only willing to share the gospel of God with them but also his own
self. This means that he was willing to give of himself and his personal resources, including gifts
and talents, to help the Thessalonians, demonstrating his commitment to their well-being.
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APPLICATION: Likewise, as we think about how we can bless others, we can look to the example
of mothers and that of Paul. They show us that blessing others is not about what we do for
ourselves, but about what we do for others. It is about giving of ourselves, our time, and our
resources to help others. It is about being a source of comfort and encouragement to those who
are hurting. And it is about sharing the love of God with those who need it the most.
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ILLUSTRATION: A fellow missionary, Bro. Alex Calunge, has many skills. And, he has blessed me
recently. He learned that our damaged door screen (due to wear and tear) needs fixing but the
property manager would only have it repaired if we pay a hefty price. | don’t have confidence to do
it myself. So, he came all the way from Ashiya (Hyogo-ken), with his tools and materials, and
worked on it for about an hour!
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Each of us has been given unique abilities and skills that can be used to bless others. Whether it
is cooking a meal for a family in need, using our artistic talents to create something beautiful for
someone, or simply using our words to encourage others, we can all find ways to use our gifts to
bless those around us.
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1 Corinthians 12:6~7 - ¢ There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is
the same God at work. " Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common

good.
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lll. Finally, we can bless others by praying for them.
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A very recent survey conducted by Barna and MOPS International [the full report will be released
in the Fall 2023] revealed some startling findings: Mothers are the primary influencers on the faith
of their children, yet many churches are not serving moms well, and many mothers feel they are
not contributing to the world in a meaningful way.

I3—F EMOPSA L A—F33F LEWNSHBEEATT o 1= Bif DT (L ALK —h 32023 FE R F kS
NBFE) TlE. BARERBELSHELMHYELT, ZRIERDESHELDTL =,

BREAFELDEMIRELFEESADFETHAILINDLT | ZLOBREHRIC+DLEE
ZLTUWEWL, ZELT. XEHRDOFHEN, BV EERLGH THOPIZEMTETLRNERL TS L
WSSRERBRERMNBALHICEST-DTLT,

Even without the survey, we know the significant role that mothers play in the life of their children.
Mothers are evangelists, forming the faith of the next generation. Mothers truly are uniquely placed
to create a difference and to raise up the leaders of tomorrow and the Christians of tomorrow.
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The 19" century English preacher C.H. Spurgeon testified: “/ cannot tell how much | owe to the
prayers of my good mother. | remember her once praying, ‘Now Lord, if my children go on in sin it
will not be from ignorance that they perish, and my soul must bear swift witness against them at
the day of judgment if they lay not hold on Christ and claim Him as their personal Savior.”
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Prayer is a powerful tool that allows us to connect with God and intercede on behalf of others.
Whether it is praying for a sick friend, a struggling family member, or someone we barely know,
our prayers can have a profound impact on the lives of others.
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2 Chronicles 30:26~27 - * There was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the days of Solomon son of
David king of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. ¥ The priests and the Levites
stood to bless the people, and God heard them, for their prayer reached heaven, his holy
dwelling place.
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Conclusion/Application

How was Paul a blessing to the Thessalonians? Paul's message in this passage is that his
conduct as an apostle was motivated by love and a deep sense of care for them. He did not seek
glory or honor for himself, but instead was willing to invest himself in their spiritual growth and
well-being.
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As we celebrate Mother's Day, let us remember the special love that mothers have for their
children and for those around them. And let us strive to follow their example by blessing others
with our caring presence, our gifts , and our prayers. May God help us to be a blessing to those
around us, just as we have been blessed by Him.
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