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Introduction

Dear Brethren, today | would like us to reflect upon the life of Rebekah, a remarkable woman
whose story is recorded in the pages of the Holy Bible. In the book of Genesis, we discover a
wealth of lessons that we can learn from Rebekah's life -- lessons that inspire us to deepen
our faith, embrace our purpose, and trust in the sovereignty of God. Let us delve into her story

and discover the profound lessons we can learn.
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I. Personal information

Rebekah’s name means, “To tie, to secure, to bind.” Her name somehow finds expression
when she helped her second son, Jacob, “fo secure”the patriarchal blessing from her husband

Isaac.// Rebekah's other son was Esau. We first meet Rebekah in Genesis 24.
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Genesis 24:15 — Before he [Abraham’s servant] had finished praying, Rebekah came out with

her jar on her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife of
Abraham’s brother Nahor.
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This would have made Rebekah a great-niece to Abraham and second cousin to /saac.
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Geographically, she lived in Aram Naharaim (Genesis 24:10) in Northwest Mesopotamia or in
modern-day Syria) around 1700 BC. As to her occupation, she was a shepherdess at first, then
wife and mother. Her significance and place in history are indisputable. She was the wife of

one of the patriarchs of Israel!
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Il. God at work
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Abraham wanted his son, Isaac, to get married but he didn’t want him to marry a Canaanite.
They were living in Canaan at the time. So Abraham sent his senior servant to his own
relatives, to the city of Nahor, to find a wife for Isaac (Genesis 24:1~4). The servant came to a
well and prayed that God would give him success in this mission. Specifically, he prayed that
whichever young woman provided water for him and his camels would be God’s choice to be
Isaac’s wife. As the servant was praying, Rebekah came, who not only gave the servant a drink
but also watered his camels, thus sealing her place as Isaac’s appointed bride (Genesis
24:10~28).
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An agreement was reeached between Abraham’s servant and Rebekah’s father -- and her
brother, Laban -- and the servant took Rebekah back to Isaac. Isaac and Rebekah got married
(Genesis 24:67), but for many years Rebekah could not have children. Isaac prayed for his
wife: the Lord answered his prayer, and Rebekah became pregnant (Genesis 25:21). Rebekah
became the mother of Jacob and Esau, the first twins mentioned in the Bible (Genesis

25:22~24). From these twins came two (2) opposing nations.
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Genesis 25:22~23 - 22 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this

happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. % The Lord said to her, “Two

nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated,; one people will

be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.”
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This prophecy came true. Jacob, whose name was later changed to Israel (Genesis 32:28),
became the father of the twelve tribes of Israel. Esau became the father of the Edomites, who
fought against Israel for ages and were finally wiped out (Obadiah 1:1~21).
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l1l. Human frailty up close
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The firstborn was Esau and he was Isaac’s favorite son (Genesis 25:28). The younger, Jacob,
was Rebekah’s favorite. As the firstborn, Esau was due the birthright, but Rebekah helped
Jacob deceive Isaac so that the blessing would fall to the younger son instead of to the older
brother (Genesis 27:1~40).
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When Esau discovered Jacob and Rebekah’s deception, he planned to kill Jacob. Naturally,

Rebekah wanted to help save her favorite son, but her plan involved deceiving her husband

again. Rebekah concocted an excuse to send Jacob to her brother, Laban, so he could look for

a wife for himself (Genesis 27:41~46). Deceit was apparently a family trait.
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If we're going to make a list of Rebekah’s weaknesses, it would look/sound like this:

e She showed favoritism between her children (Genesis 25:28):

e She’'s manipulative (Genesis 27:6~12);

e She’s rash in speech — “His mother said to him [Jacob], ‘My son, let the curse fall on
me. Just do what | say; go and get them for me.”” (Genesis 27:13);

e She’s not submissive and disrespectful to husband to get her way (27:6~12);
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e She’s deceitful (27:15); and,
e She’s wise in her own eyes. She thought she knew what was best to the point that she

caused her son to sin to get it.
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But, of course, she has her strengths too. Let’'s look at -+
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IV. Rebekah’s good qualities
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A. She’s very beautiful, a virgin and strong physically.
Genesis 24:16 - The woman was very beautiful, a virgin, no man had ever slept with her. She

went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again.

A B&ZFETHELL, BxTHY ., AFRIICHIEL,
RIHEC 24 16 81 - 16 COWRIIFFHICEL <. KT, BN/ LW Lh >/, WEIFR
ISk TITE, KA ®BITKZ®EL, £ LTLED > TR,

B. She’s kind, not a snob, polite and willing to share.

Genesis 24:17~18 - Y The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water

1718

from your jar. ‘Drink, my lord, " she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and gave

him a drink.
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C. She has a servant’s heart, initiative, and diligence.
Genesis 24:19 - After she had given him a drink, she said, “/’// draw water for your

camels too, until they have had enough to drink.”
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FUN FACTS: Question: How much water does a camel's hump hold? Answer: NMone.
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A camel’s hump does not hold water at all— it actually stores fat. The camel uses it as

nourishment when food is scarce. If a camel uses the fat inside the hump, the hump will
become limp and droop down. With proper food and rest the hump will return to normal.
Camels can go for long periods of time without water. They drink large amounts of water — up

to 20 gallons at a time! This water is stored in the animal’s bloodstream.

[SOURCE: https://www.loc.gov/everyday-mysteries/zoology/item/how-much-water-does-a-

camels-hump-
hold/#:~:text=The%20hump%20is%20not%20used,20%20gallons%20at%20a%20time].
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Imagine, Rebekah drew water until the camels were finished drinking! | wonder how many

camels she gave water to drink?
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D. She’s generous and hospitable.
Genesis 24:24~25 - 2*She answered him, “/ am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milkah
bore to Nahor.”?® And she added, “We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as room for

you to spend the night.”
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E. She’s bold and decisive.
Genesis 24:55~58 - ®®*But her brother and her mother replied, “Let the young woman remain

with us ten days or so; then you may go.”*® But he [servant] said to them, “Do not detain me,
now that the Lord has granted success to my journey. Send me on my way so | may go to my

master.”

"Then they said, “Let’s call the young woman and ask her about it.”%8 So they called Rebekah

and asked her, “Will you go with this man?” “l will go,” she said.
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F. She’s modest.

Genesis 24:64~65 - ® Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her

camel ® and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the field coming to meet us?” “He is my

master,"the servant answered. So she took her veil and covered herself.
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V. Lessons from Rebekah’s life
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A. Genesis 24 — Rebekah was not looking for a husband, as far as we know. She was just
doing her daily tasks when suddenly, God arranged a marriage for her. God is able to
provide life partners in unexpected and quick ways, when His timing is fulfilled.

The Lord Jesus spoke of fulfillment in His time too.
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B. Servanthood is not just doing what we are asked to do; but, going above and beyond to
servein ways that are difficult and take us time and effort (Genesis 24:15~20). Our

Lord Jesus did so too---
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C. Continue to practice hospitality and generosity.

Hebrews 13:2 — “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people

have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”
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D. Children are gifts from God, given at His discretion and in His timing (Genesis 25:21). God

answers prayers too.
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E. When parents show favoritism, nothing good will come of it. It promotes jealousy and

sibling rivalry (Genesis 25:28 and following).
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F. Genesis 27 - God had already revealed to make Jacob more important than Esau. Rebekah
worked to make it happen and though she got her wish, she created strife between her sons
to the point where Esau intended to murder Jacob. She never got to see her favorite son again.
This is an instance of using sinful means to try to “Aelp God” keep His promises. The results

are never pretty. When God says He will do a thing, wait for Him to do it His way in His time.
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G. Genesis 28 — Notice again how easily Rebekah influenced her husband to send Jacob

away. Wives really do influence their husbands so you must be careful! She also influenced
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her sons to do evil — Jacob, by encouraging him to defy his father out of greed and Esau, by
criticizing his wives in order to manipulate her husband to send Jacob away -- which caused

Esau to marry another wife.
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Moms, please be VERY careful to set an example for your children of how to respectfully
submit to their fathers. When you are not submissive you are giving your children permission
to be disobedient.
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Strengths and weaknesses can be closely related. Rebekah showed initiative in offering to
water the camels. 7hat was good/ But then she also took the initiative in talking Jacob into

deceiving his father. We must make sure not to use strengths God has given us to sin.
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The end doesn’t justify the means. It is not good to do a bad thing to accomplish a good thing.

God is holy. He does not want us to sin, ever.
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Conclusion/Application
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Rebekah’s marriage to Isaac was the result of God’s providence, her pregnancy was an
answer to prayer, and the lives of her sons fulfilled prophecy. Rebekah'’s choice to lie and
deceive her husband is an example of how wrongdoing in human beings does not thwart the
plans of God and how God can ultimately bring about His will, through His mercy and wisdom,

despite our sin.
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Moreover, Rebekah's life is a testament to the faith, purpose, and sovereignty of God. Through
her journey, we discover valuable lessons that resonate with us even today. Let us embrace
our God-given purpose, trust in His timing, navigate our relationships with wisdom, and most
importantly, surrender ourselves to the sovereignty of our Heavenly Father. May Rebekah's
story inspire us to live lives marked by faith, obedience, and a deep trust in God's unfailing

love. Amen.
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