MIC Worship Service — 2023.06.11

Series: Heroes of Faith

Title: “Deborah: A Model of Courage and Faith”
Text: Judges 4:4~10, NIV
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4Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time. ®> She held
court under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and
the Israelites went up to her to have their disputes decided. ® She sent for Barak son of
Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you:
‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor. “1
will lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon
River and give him into your hands.”

8 Barak said to her, “If you go with me, | will go; but if you don’t go with me, | won’t go.”

9 “Certainly | will go with you,” said Deborah. “But because of the course you are taking, the
honor will not be yours, for the Lord will deliver Sisera into the hands of a woman.” So Deborah
went with Barak to Kedesh. ° There Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali, and ten thousand
men went up under his command. Deborah also went up with him.
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Introduction

Today, | want to draw your attention to a remarkable woman from the Bible whose life continues to
inspire and teach us valuable lessons. Her name is Deborah, which means “bee”.
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Actually, there are two prominent figures named Deborah. The first Deborah is mentioned in the
Book of Genesis, while the second Deborah is a major character in the Book of Judges.
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Deborah in the Book of Genesis: Deborah is mentioned in Genesis 35:8 as the nurse of Rebekah,
the wife of Isaac and mother of Jacob and Esau. After the death of Rebekah's nurse Deborah, she
was buried under an oak tree called Allon Bakuth (means “oak of weeping”).
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Deborah in the Book of Judges, the focus of our study today: Deborah is one of the most notable
figures in biblical history. She was not only a courageous judge but also a prophetess chosen
by God to lead His people Israel during a period of oppression by the Canaanites. She lived in
Israel between 1107 B.C. and 1067 B.C. Deborah held court under a palm tree in the hill country
of Ephraim. The Israelites would come to her seeking judgment and guidance. Her story is
primarily found in Judges chapters 4 and 5.
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During this time, the Israelites had been subjected to twenty (20) years of oppression by Jabin, the
king of Canaan, and his general Sisera (Judges 4:1~3). Under divine inspiration, Deborah
summoned Barak and commanded him to gather an army of ten thousand (10,000) men. She
prophesied that God would deliver the Canaanite army into their hands. Barak agreed to go to
battle but requested that Deborah accompany him.
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With Deborah's presence, the Israelite forces fought the Canaanite army. God intervened and
gave them a great victory. Sisera, the Canaanite general, fled the battlefield and sought refuge in
the tent of Jael, a woman from the Kenite tribe. However, Jael killed Sisera by driving a tent peg
through his head.

THRTZERITEETC, A ATZNVERFD T UCEEHRNE L, ZTLTHRIMAL, f AT T)VE
ICRERBAE G ZT=DOT L, BT NOREEZ G LRTH L, 7 A NMEO LM
YL DOREGHEHELE L, LL, Y ET o b2 v T OEEICZE R L T2 8% L
TLEST=DTLT,



Following the victory, Deborah and Barak sang a song of praise and thanksgiving to God, known
as the Song of Deborah, which is recorded in Judges chapter 5. The song celebrates the
triumph of the Israelites over their oppressors and praises the heroes who participated in the
battle.
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|. Lessons from Deborah's life
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Here are some key lessons we can learn from the life of Deborah:
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A. Embrace your calling from God - verses 4~5
A. #INGDBRMEERT S - 4Ei~55i
4“Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time. > She held

court under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and
the Israelites went up to her to have their disputes decided.
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Deborah's prophetic gift, wisdom, and leadership skills remind us that God has endowed each of
us with unique talents and abilities. We should embrace these gifts and use them to fulfill His call -
- to serve and glorify Him. Deborah's life teaches us to embrace the unique calling God has
placed on our lives, regardless of our weaknesses or circumstances.
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Romans 12:6~8 - * We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift
is prophesying [speaking God’s message], then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8if it is to encourage, then give

encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show
mercy, do it cheerfully.
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2 Peter 1:3 - His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.
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God equips and empowers us to fulfill His purpose. Let us not allow self-doubt or societal
expectations to hinder us from following God's plan for our lives.
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Philippians 4:13 (NLT) - For | can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.
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B. Be faithful and obedient - Deborah was a woman of deep faith and reliance on God. Her
life teaches us that God can use us mightily when we trust Him. Deborah embraced God's
plan and stepped out in faith, resulting in a great victory for His people.
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Likewise, Deborah faithfully followed God's leading and instructions as a prophetess and judge.
Her unyielding faith in God enabled her to guide and inspire others. She recognized that victory
would come from the Lord, and she trusted in His divine plan.
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Judges 4:14 - Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is the day the Lord has given Sisera into
your hands. Has not the Lord gone ahead of you?” So Barak went down Mount Tabor, with ten
thousand men following him.
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APPLICATION: Deborah's faith reminds us that no matter how daunting the circumstances, we
must place our trust in the Lord and His promises. Moreover, we must be faithful to do what He
says we must do.
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Hebrews 11:6 — And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
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Deborah's life teaches us to rely on God's faithfulness, knowing that He is with us in every
situation.
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C. Lead courageously — Courage is not the absence of fear. In fact, courage is oftentimes the
ability to do something that frightens one. It also means finding strength in the face of pain or grief.
Deborah exhibited remarkable courage and strong leadership qualities. Despite living in a time of
oppression, she bravely led the Israelites into battle against their oppressors, the Canaanites.
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Judges 4:6~7 -  She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him,
“The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and
Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor. | will lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army,
with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and give him into your hands.”
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APPLICATION: Deborah’s courage, of course, stemmed from her reliance on God's strength
rather than her own. Her bravery exemplifies the call for believers to stand firm in the face of
adversity. Is there something that makes you feel afraid? God wants you to stand firm and be
courageous.
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1 Corinthians 16:13 - Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.
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Deborah’s example challenges us to be courageous leaders in our families, workplaces, and
communities.
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D. Trust in God's promises - Deborah believed in the promises of God and had confidence in His
deliverance. She encouraged Barak to trust in God's assurance of victory, even in the face of a
formidable enemy. She encouraged Barak by going with him.
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Judges 4:8~9 - & Barak said to her, “If you go with me, | will go; but if you don’t go with me, | won’t
go.” 9 “Certainly | will go with you,” said Deborah. “But because of the course you are taking, the
honor will not be yours, for the Lord will deliver Sisera into the hands of a woman.” So Deborah
went with Barak to Kedesh.
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Judges 4:14 - Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is the day the Lord has given Sisera into your
hands. Has not the Lord gone ahead of you?” So Barak went down Mount Tabor, with ten thousand men
following him.
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E. Seek God's guidance and wisdom - Deborah's role as a prophetess and judge highlights the importance
of seeking godly wisdom. Her example teaches us the importance of seeking God’s guidance in our lives.
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James 1:5 — If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to you.
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Proverbs 3:5~6 - ® Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
%in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.

%%3%5—6Eﬁ—5»b%ﬁ< LTEICHMYED, HHDEVIZTX D72,
6 HRT-DIT<FIEZITBNTH, EEZRBO X, o, FEHRTDEEZE->T<IZ
éo

Proverbs 16:3 - Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.
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Proverbs 19:21 - Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.
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What plans are you making recently? As we make decisions, let us rely on God's wisdom, knowing
that He will lead us on the right path. Like Deborah, we should seek the Lord's direction in our
decision-making. We should seek the Lord's guidance through prayer, studying His Word, and
seeking counsel from mature believers.
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F. Empower women - Deborah possessed exceptional wisdom and discernment. She earned the
respect and admiration of the Israelites. She sought God’s guidance and dispensed righteous
judgments, settling disputes among the people. Her leadership and prophetic abilities made her a
pillar of strength during a time of spiritual and moral decline.
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Judges 4:4 - Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time.
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Deborah's story highlights the significant role women can play in leadership and spiritual
guidance. She broke societal norms and shattered gender barriers, serving as a powerful example
of women's capabilities.
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Stuart Briscoe: “As a pastor, a husband and a father, | have a dread of burying someone else's
talents, particularly those bestowed on women. Accordingly, | have tried to scrutinize my views,
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the place of tradition, the thrust of theology and the force of my prejudices. Repeatedly, | have
come back to this fact: If the Lord has given gifts, | had better be careful about denying freedom
for their exercise. More than that, | need to ensure that the women in my life have every
encouragement from me to be what He called and gifted them to be. A major part of my life must
be spent as a man caring for, nurturing, encouraging and developing gifted women because they
aren't the only ones who will give account for their stewardship. As a man in a male-oriented
church, I may one day be asked about their gifts, too. | would like to be able to say | did
considerably more than burying. A talent is a terrible thing to waste.”
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G. Worship and thank God - Deborah expressed her gratitude to God through worship and praise. The
whole Chapter 5 of Judges is devoted to it. She recognized God's faithfulness and gave Him glory for the
victories He had granted.
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Judges 5:1~3 - On that day Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam sang this song: 2 “When the princes in Israel
take the lead, when the people willingly offer themselves -- praise the Lord!3 “Hear this, you kings! Listen,
you rulers! I, even I, will sing to the Lord; | will praise the Lord, the God of Israel, in song.
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These lessons from Deborah's life can inspire us to remain faithful, trust in God's promises, lead with
courage, break societal barriers, and give thanks to God for His faithfulness.
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Il. Deborah's connection to Christ
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Deborah's life serves as a foreshadowing of Christ's work and ministry for us. Just as Deborah delivered
Israel from their oppressors, Jesus Christ came to deliver humanity from the bondage of sin and death.
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Matthew 1:21 — “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.”
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Acts 4:12 — “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by
which we must be saved.”
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Deborah's leadership and faithfulness point to the ultimate Savior who conquered sin and offers eternal
salvation to all who believe in Him.
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Conclusion/Application

Deborah's story challenges us to rise above our weaknesses, embrace our calling, and trust in
God's faithfulness. Her example of courage, faith, and leadership inspires us to be agents of
change in a broken world. As we reflect on Deborah's life, may we also look to Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior, the perfect embodiment of strength and grace, who empowers us to live out our
purpose; He brings ultimate deliverance to all who believe in Him.
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