MIC Worship Service — 2023.06.18 Father’s Day
Series: Heroes of the Faith
Title: “Lessons from King David's Role as a Father”
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Introduction

A father and son went fishing one day. After a couple hours out in the boat, the boy suddenly became
curious about the world around him. He asked his father, “How does this boat float?” The father thought
for a moment, then replied, “Don’t rightly know, son.”
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The boy returned to his contemplation, then turned back to his father, “How do fish breath underwater?”
Once again the father replied, “Don’t rightly know, son.”
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A little later the boy asked his father, “Why is the sky blue?” Again, the father replied. “Don’t rightly know,
son.” Worried he was going to annoy his father, he says, “Dad, do you mind my asking you all of these
questions?” “Of course not son. If you don’t ask questions, you’ll never learn anything!”
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Happy Father’s Day to all the Dads in here and out there!
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Today, we’re going to reflect on the life of King David, a man after God's own heart. He was the second
king in Israel. We will explore the valuable lessons we can learn from his role as a father. David's journey
as a father was marked by triumphs and failures, providing us with insights that resonate through the ages.
Let us delve into his story and uncover these timeless principles that can guide us in our own roles as
fathers, mothers & would-be parents.
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I Lead by example - Psalm 101:2
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2| will be careful to lead a blameless life—when will you come to me? I will conduct the affairs of my house
with a blameless heart.
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David's first lesson to us as fathers, mothers & would-be parents, is the importance of leading by example.
He understood that his actions would profoundly impact his children. As fathers, we are called to set the
standard of righteousness and integrity before our families. David exemplified this through his devotion to
God, seeking His counsel, and walking in His ways.
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Likewise, David set a powerful example for his children by displaying a heart of generosity and devotion to
God. In 1 Chronicles 29:3, we read about his dedication to building the temple of the Lord.
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1 Chronicles 29:3 - Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God | now give my personal treasures of
gold and silver for the temple of my God, over and above everything | have provided for this holy temple:
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APPLICATION: As fathers, mothers & would-be parents, we must understand that our actions speak louder
than words. Our children are observant, and they learn not just from what we say but from how we live.
Let us emulate David's commitment to live a life that glorifies God, serving as a godly example for our
children to follow.
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In this, we find a connection to Jesus, who exemplified selfless love by sacrificially giving His life for us on
the cross.
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l. Nurture a heart for God - Psalm 78:4~7
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4 We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of
the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done. ° He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law
in Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to teach their children, © so the next generation would know
them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children. ? Then they would put
their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commandes.
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One of David's most significant accomplishments as a father was instilling in his children a genuine love
for God. He recognized the importance of passing down the faith to the next generation. David diligently
taught his children and the people of Israel about God's mighty works and His commandments.
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Psalm 78:72 - "And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands, he led them."
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APPLICATION: As fathers (mothers & would-be parents), we must prioritize nurturing our children's
spiritual growth. Let us take time to pray with them, read the Scriptures, and guide them in understanding
God's truth, so they may develop an authentic relationship with their Heavenly Father.
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David's commitment to shepherding his children's hearts reminds us of Christ, the Good Shepherd, who
lovingly leads and guides us in the path of righteousness.
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Il. Practice discipline with love - Proverbs 13:24, The Message
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“A refusal to correct is a refusal to love; love your children by disciplining them.”
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King David was not without faults as a father, as seen in his failure to discipline his son Amnon (See,
2 Samuel 13). It’s a case of incest and rape. Likewise, when his son Absalom rebelled (See, 2 Samuel 15),
David showed hesitation in confronting him, leading to dire consequences.
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King David recognized the importance of correction and the need to guide his children in the ways of
righteousness. He understood the necessity of discipline rooted in love. Though when he acted, it was
both too little and too late. David's remorse serves as a lesson for us to discipline our children with wisdom
and love.
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APPLICATION: Discipline should never be driven by anger or impatience, but rather by a desire to mold and
guide our children towards godliness. David's desire to bring correction with love and wisdom reflects
God's corrective nature.
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Proverbs 3:11~12 - 11 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, ? because
the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.
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Just as our Heavenly Father disciplines us for our growth, Christ's sacrifice provides the way for our
redemption and reconciliation.
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V. Foster emotional connection - Proverbs 22:6
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The Message - “Point your kids in the right direction—when they’re old they won’t be lost.”
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Amplified Bible, Classic Edition - Train up a child in the way he should go [and in keeping with his individual
gift or bent], and when he is old he will not depart from it.

David's relationship with his son Solomon highlights the importance of emotional connection in
fatherhood. David poured his love, support, and wisdom into Solomon, preparing him to become a wise
king.
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ILLUSTRATION: Charles Francis Adams, the 19th century political figure and diplomat, kept a diary. One day
he entered: "Went fishing with my son today--a day wasted." His son, Brook Adams, also kept a diary,
which is still in existence. On that same day, Brook Adams made this entry: "Went fishing with my father--
the most wonderful day of my life!" The father thought he was wasting his time while fishing with his son,
but his son saw it as an investment of time. [Silas Shotwell, in Homemade, September, 1987]
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ILLUSTRATION: In her many years of experience as an educator, my wife Jo Ann, has many heart-warming
stories about children and youth she gets to lead and teach... this one, it’s heart-wrenching.
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There’s this girl, who’s about 11 years old. She’s been acting up and was really annoying in class. She and
an assistant tried to pacify the child. They’ve tried almost every trick of the trade, but they couldn’t
manage her. Finally, they told her that they’d call her parents to tell them about her behavior. The child
dismissed that and said: “They don’t care about me. Nobody’s interested in me.”
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Fathers (parents), let us strive to build deep emotional bonds with our children, offering them a safe space
to express themselves, share their struggles, and seek guidance. By nurturing such connections, we can
impact their lives profoundly and equip them to face the challenges of the world. The only way to tell the
difference between wasting and investing is to know one's ultimate purpose in life and to judge
accordingly. It's never a time wasted, but a true investment in the life of our children.
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V. Seek reconciliation and forgiveness - Psalm 32:1~5
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1Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. ? Blessed is the one whose
sin the Lord does not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit. 3> When | kept silent, my bones
wasted away through my groaning all day long. % For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my
strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. ° Then | acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up
my iniquity. | said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the quilt of my sin.
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David's story also teaches us the transforming power of seeking reconciliation and forgiveness. When
confronted by the prophet Nathan about his grievous sins, David repented and sought God's forgiveness
wholeheartedly (See 2 Samuel 11~12).
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APPLICATION: As fathers, we will inevitably make mistakes, but it is our responsibility to admit our faults,
seek forgiveness, and reconcile with our children when necessary. By exemplifying humility and grace, we
foster an environment of healing and restoration in our families.
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Similarly, David's example teaches us to extend grace and forgiveness to our children, even in their
moments of failure and rebellion. This principle reminds us of the ultimate grace and forgiveness we
receive through Christ's sacrifice on the cross.
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Conclusion/Application

Brethren, King David's role as a father serves as a rich source of wisdom for us all. We have explored
essential principles: leading by example, nurturing a heart for God, practicing discipline with love, fostering
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emotional connection, and seeking reconciliation and forgiveness. As we navigate the complexities of
fatherhood, let us look to David's successes and failures, learning from his experiences, and allowing the
lessons to guide us in shaping our own families. May we strive to imitate David's virtues and, above all,
emulate the perfect example set by our Heavenly Father through His Son, Jesus Christ. Let us lean on Him
for guidance and strength in our noble task of raising godly children. Amen.
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