MIC Worship Service — 2023.06.25
Series: Heroes of the Faith
Title: “The Encouraging Spirit of Barnabas”
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Introduction

Good morning, brothers and sisters! Today, | want to draw your attention to the life of an extraordinary man
whose character and actions left an indelible mark on the early church. His name was Barnabas, and he was
known as the "Son of Encouragement."” Let us explore the inspiring life of Barnabas and draw valuable
lessons from his example, as we seek to become instruments of encouragement in our own lives.
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I. Embrace the power of encouragement - Acts 4:36~37, NIV
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It was when the Holy Spirit was poured out among 120 believers that God birthed the Church, on the Day of
Pentecost, in Jerusalem (See, Acts 2). On that same day, Peter preached a powerful sermon that resulted in
3,000 souls getting saved and baptized. By the time we get to Acts chapter 4, the group has grown
tremendously.
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Acts 4:4 - But many who heard the message believed; so the number of men who believed grew to about five
thousand. [Note: Only men were counted; could be more with women and children.]
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These new converts were in Jerusalem for the festival when it all happened. Many of them came from
different towns and cities of Israel, and from overseas — just like Joseph/Barnabas (from Cyprus).
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What do you think would happen if you prepared for a trip that takes three (3) days to a week to complete,
but because of recent happenings got extended for months? Naturally, people would have spent their food
and money after a while. They will have to depend on other people’s generosity to meet their daily needs.
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Enter Barnabas. He did the unthinkable. He embraced encouragement to the next level.
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Acts 4:36~37 - 3% Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of
encouragement”), 3 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.
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Barnabas teaches us that encouragement holds tremendous power. When he sold his property and
generously laid the proceeds at the apostles' feet, he provided practical support to the growing church. This
act of generosity brought hope and encouragement to those in need. Not to mention, a powerful testimony
of God’s provision through him.
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APPLICATION: We, too, have the ability to uplift and inspire others through our words, actions, and support.
Let us follow Barnabas' example and become beacons of encouragement in our families, workplaces, and
communities.
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ILLUSTRATION: Just as a small spark can ignite a bonfire, a word of encouragement can spark hope and
transform someone's life. Imagine the impact we could have if we intentionally seek opportunities to speak
life-giving words and support to those around us.
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Il. Champion the potential in others - Acts 9:26~27, NLT
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Acts 9:26~27 - 26 When Saul arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all

afraid of him. They did not believe he had truly become a believer! ?” Then Barnabas brought him to the
apostles and told them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken
to Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus.
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Barnabas teaches us to recognize and affirm the potential in others, even when it may be overlooked. He
saw the potential in Saul of Tarsus, who would later become the apostle Paul. When Saul, the former
persecutor of Christians, embraced Christ, the disciples hesitated to accept him. However, Barnabas, the
Son of Encouragement, believed in Saul's transformation and advocated for his acceptance among the
believers. He saw beyond Saul's past and recognized the great apostle that God had called him to be.
Barnabas recognized that everyone deserves a chance to be redeemed and used by God.
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APPLICATION: Let us follow his lead by championing the potential in others, offering them love, acceptance,
and support as they grow in their faith and calling.
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ILLUSTRATION: Consider a talented young musician who lacks confidence in her abilities. Through the
encouragement of a music teacher, who recognizes her potential and continually affirms her gifts, the young
musician gains the courage to share her talent with the world.
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Recently, we have opened the doors of Minoh International Church (MIC) to some students from Osaka
International School (OIS), to hold their band practices here. Let’s hope and pray that such opportunities
would lead to a deeper relationship with the students and for them to get to know Christ as their Lord and
Savior.
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Just as Barnabas encouraged Saul, let us actively seek out the potential in others and provide them with the
support and affirmation they need to fulfill God's calling on their lives.
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Ill. Bridge divides and foster unity - Acts 11:22~26
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Acts 11:22~26 - 22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 2 When
he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to
the Lord with all their hearts. 2* He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of
people were brought to the Lord.

25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So
for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.
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Barnabas played a crucial role in fostering unity within the early church. He represented the Jewish church
that started in Jerusalem. When he witnessed the work of God among the Gentiles in Antioch, he went to
Tarsus to find Saul and brought him back to Antioch. Together, they taught and encouraged the believers,
leading to a thriving and united community. Barnabas understood the importance of bridging divides and
breaking down barriers for the sake of unity in Christ. Let us strive to be peacemakers and agents of
reconciliation, fostering unity within our churches and communities.
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ILLUSTRATION: Picture a fragmented puzzle with missing pieces. By actively seeking out those who feel
disconnected or marginalized, and intentionally bringing them into the fold, we can help complete the
beautiful tapestry of unity and love within our church family.
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IV. Restoring the fallen - Acts 15:36~39
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Acts 15:36™~39 - 36 Sometime later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the believers in all the
towns where we preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing.” 3” Barnabas wanted to take
John, also called Mark, with them, 3¢ but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he had deserted
them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. 3° They had such a sharp disagreement that
they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus.
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Barnabas's heart for restoration is demonstrated in his interaction with John Mark. When Paul was reluctant
to bring John Mark on their missionary journey due to his previous desertion, Barnabas was willing to give
him a second chance. He understood the importance of forgiveness, redemption, and nurturing growth in
the lives of those who have stumbled.
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Barnabas’s disagreement with Paul was temporary. Barnabas’ stance proved effective. Later, in Paul’s life
and ministry, he recognized Mark’s usefulness once again. He wrote:
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2 Timothy 4:11 - Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my
ministry.
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ILLUSTRATION: Picture a believer who has fallen into sin and has become disillusioned and isolated from the
community. Many are quick to judge and condemn, but a compassionate fellow believer, following the
example of Barnabas, extends a hand of restoration.
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APPLICATION: A compassionate brother or sister in Christ remind the fallen believer of God's grace, walk
alongside them through the journey of repentance, and help them find their way back into fellowship and
service. Through this act of love, the fallen believer experiences the transformative power of Christ's
forgiveness and restoration.
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Conclusion/Application
William Arthur Ward (a Methodist & an American motivational writer): “Flatter me, and | may not believe

you. Criticize me, and | may not like you. Ignore me, and | may not forgive you. Encourage me, and I will
not forget you.”
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Brethren, the life of Barnabas shines as a testament to the power of encouragement. As we reflect on his
ministry, let us remember that our ability to encourage stems from our own encounter with Jesus Christ. He
is the ultimate Source of encouragement and transformation.
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Through Barnabas’s acts of generosity, his belief in others, his pursuit of unity, and his heart of compassion,
he left an indelible legacy. May we, inspired by his example, embrace the call to be sons and daughters of
encouragement in our own spheres of influence. As we extend a helping hand, speak life-giving words, and
champion the potential in others, we become vessels through which God's love and grace flow. Let us allow
Christ to work through us, empowering us to be instruments of His love, grace, and encouragement in a
world that desperately needs it. In the name of Jesus, our ultimate Encourager, amen.
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