M.I.C. Worship Service —2023.07.02
Title: “Worship.: Drawing Near to God”
Text: Job 37:22~23a; Psalm 95:6-7a; 22:3; Romans 12:1
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Introduction

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, today we gather in this sacred place to delve into the
significance of worshiping God. By worship we don’t simply refer to church attendance. One

can come to church without truly worshiping. Rather, by worship we mean understanding who

Jesus is, and responding to Him in love. Worship is not just a religious duty or a mere ritual; 7t

is an intimate and life-changing encounter with our Creator.
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The French have a proverb, which states, “4A good meal ought to begin with hunger.” It is hard
to enjoy a meal when you are not yet hungry. But, when you are hungry, anything tastes
good. If we approach the Word with a hunger to be satisfied, we will be satisfied every time.

Effective worship begins with @ hunger for God. As the psalmist said:
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Psalm 61:4 — | long to dwell in your tent forever and take refuge in the shelter of your wings.

6 1RA4E—4FIT. HBFEOEEIC, WIEXTHEA, HEDRIC. FE2EITAVDT

It
il

NYE



Psalm 63:1a - You, God, are my God, earnestly | seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being
longs for you...
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How else can we worship God? Let me suggest three (3) things.
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l. Worship God by acknowledging His Majesty - Job 37:22~23a; Psalm 95:6~7a
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ILLUSTRATION: The well-known theologian Charles Hodge wrote about his early years at

Princeton: "/t was my privilege to be the pupil-assistant of Professor Joseph Henry, the
illustrious scientist. When, for the first time, electric signals were sent from point to point, the
earth itself being used for the return current, Professor Henry put me at one end of the circuit,
while he stood directing the experiments at the other. | can well remember the wonderful care
with which he arranged them. Very often, when the testing moment came, he would raise his

hand in adoring reverence and call upon me to uncover my head and worship in silence. He

would say, ‘Because God is here, | am about to ask Him a question.'
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Job 37:22 - 2 Out of the north he [God] comes in golden splendor; God comes in awesome

majesty.
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Psalm 95:6~7a - "Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker;

for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture.”
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Worship is an expression of our reverence and adoration for God. It is an acknowledgment of
His majesty, His sovereignty over all creation, and His loving care for us. Just as a shepherd
tends to his flock, God cares for us and desires an intimate relationship with us. Worship is
our response to His greatness and an opportunity to draw near to Him. You may worship
Him while doing experiments, while doing chores, etc.
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ILLUSTRATION: In a small village, there lived a poor widow who had lost everything. Despite

her difficult circumstances, she never ceased to worship God with gratitude. One day, a
traveler passing through the village asked her, "Why do you continue to worship God when you
have so little?” The widow smiled and replied, "/ worship because He is worthy, not because

of what | have or don't have. In worship, | find strength, peace, and hope."
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Jesus, our Savior, demonstrated the true essence of worship through His life. He taught the
Samaritan woman to worship God in spirit and truth (John 4:24). Moreover, He consistently

sought the Father's will.
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The Holy Spirit empowers us to worship in a manner that aligns with God's heart, guiding us

to honor and exalt Him.

BEZE L B EOEGNIIA > THIETESZ LS ICHEESEZ T<NEFT, T LT, BHEEY,
MADESICAT=-BEENTLIEZIBHDTT,

ILLUSTRATION: It has been told that Johann Sebastian Bach said, “A// music should have no
other end and aim than the glory of God and the soul’s refreshment; where this is not

remembered there is no real music but only a devilish hub-bub.”He headed all of his
compositions: ”/L J.,”the initials for, “Jesus Juva”which means “Jesus help me.” He ended
them “S.D.G., " the initials for, “Soli Deo Gloria” which means “To God alone be the glory.”
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1. Worship God by inviting His Presence - Psalm 22:3
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Psalm 22:3 - Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the one Israel praises.
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Psalm 70:5 - But as for me, | am poor and needy; come quickly to me, O God. You are my
help and my deliverer; Lord, do not delay.

FETO0BELE—-SBME. NOEHE. BLLWETYT, #L, A0 E ZAICEBWVWTLFEE W, HhkT:
$FADBNT. FAER D H, &, ENLWLTL IS0,




When we worship, we invite God's presence into our lives and our gatherings. God dwells in
the praises of His people, and as we lift our voices and hearts to Him, He draws near to us.

In the presence of God, we find comfort, peace, and transformation.
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ILLUSTRATION: A man named David was burdened with overwhelming anxiety and despair.

He felt distant from God and struggled to find solace. One day, he attended a worship service,
and as the congregation sang songs of praise, David's troubled heart began to soften. In that
moment, he felt the presence of God enveloping him, lifting the weight from his shoulders.
Worship became his refuge, allowing him to find renewed strength and hope in God's loving

embrace.
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Psalm 84:10 - Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere, | would rather

be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
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Jesus promised that where two or three gather in His name, He is there in their midst

(Matthew 18:20). As we engage in worship, Christ's presence becomes tangible among us.
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The Holy Spirit, our Comforter and Guide, enables us to connect intimately with God, filling us

with His peace and transforming us into His likeness.
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IIl. Worship God by surrendering our all - Romans 12:1
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ILLUSTRATION: Bruce Larson tells how he helped people struggling to surrender their lives to

Christ: “For many years | worked in New York City and counseled at my office any number of
people who were wrestling with this yes-or-no decision. Often | would suggest they walk with
me from my office down to the RCA Building on Fifth Avenue. In the entrance of that building
is a gigantic statue of Atlas, a beautifully proportioned man who, with all his muscles straining,
is holding the world upon his shoulders. There he is, the most powerfully built man in the
world, and he can barely stand up under this burden. Now that's one way to live,'l would
point out to my companion, ‘trying to carry the world on your shoulders. But now come across

the street with me.’
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"On the other side of Fifth Avenue is Saint Patrick's Cathedral, and there behind the high altar
is a little shrine of the boy Jesus, perhaps eight or nine years old, and with no effort he is
holding the world in one hand. My point was illustrated graphically. "We have a choice. We can
carry the world on our shoulders, or we can say, 'l give up, Lord; here's my life. | give you my

world, the whole world.""
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Romans 12:1 - Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper

worship.
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We don't worship what should be used, and we don't use what should be worshiped. True
worship involves surrendering our whole beings to God, offering ourselves as living sacrifices.

It is a posture of humility, recognizing our dependence on Him and His lordship over our lives.
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You can be sure that in surrender, we find freedom and discover God's perfect plan for us.

God is ready to assume full responsibility for the life wholly yielded to Him.
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ILLUSTRATION: A young woman named Sarah felt a calling to serve God in a remote and

impoverished village. Despite the challenges and personal sacrifices involved, she answered
God's call. In that village, she lived among the people, cared for their needs, and shared the
love of Christ. Her life became a living sacrifice, a testament to her worship of God. Through
Sarah's sacrificial love, many lives were transformed, and the village experienced the hope

and joy found in Christ.
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Christ exemplified the ultimate act of surrender through His sacrifice on the cross. He gave

His life for us, demonstrating the depths of His love.
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Through the Holy Spirit, we receive the power to surrender our will to God, enabling us to live

lives that glorify Him.
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Conclusion/Application

We may know sports figures, their statistics, even their personal likes and dislikes, but we
don’t really know them. How well do you know God? You likely know all about Him, you likely

have studied His book, the Bible, but do you actually know Him?
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Dear brothers and sisters, as we reflect on the importance of worshiping God, may we be
reminded that worship is not confined to this sacred space. It is a lifestyle that permeates
every aspect of our lives. Let us commit ourselves to worshiping God with all our heart, getting
to know Him intimately, acknowledging His majesty, inviting His presence, and surrendering
our all. As we do so, we will experience His transforming power, drawing nearer to Him, and

becoming vessels of His love and grace to the world.
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May the Holy Spirit empower us to live a life of worship, honoring and exalting our Heavenly

Father. Amen.
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