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Introduction

Where do you get instruction? Where do you get understanding? From school? From history?

From the Internet? Certainly, there are a myriad of sources.
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, today | want to bring your attention to the importance of

being instructed by God, following His precepts, and learning from Him. Our Heavenly Father,

through His Word, provides us with guidance, wisdom, and teachings that shape our lives and
lead us to a life of holiness. Let us embark understanding why it is crucial to be instructed by

God and how we can learn from Him.
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l. Respect the Authority of God's Word
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Proverbs 4:13 states, "Hold on to instruction, do not let it go,; guard it well, for it is your
life.”
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Our journey begins by acknowledging the authority of God's Word. In 2 Timothy 3:16~17,

the apostle Paul reminds us, "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” The Bible, inspired by the Holy Spirit, is the

foundation of our instruction.
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APPLICATION: | encourage everyone to spend time in serious Bible Study, both personally and

in small groups. The blessing of wisdom derived from His word will fortify our faith, prepare us

for difficult times to come, help us discern His will, and equip us for ministry.
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Isaiah 50:4 - The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the word that

sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one

being instructed.
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ILLUSTRATION: In Matthew 4:1~11, Jesus was tempted by the devil in the wilderness. Each

time, Jesus responded with the powerful words of Scripture, demonstrating the authority and

power of God's Word over every temptation.
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God's instruction provides us with wisdom and understanding, leading us away from the paths
of destruction and towards the abundant life Christ offers (John 10:10). Just as Jesus spoke

with divine wisdom and authority, we too can grow in wisdom by studying God's Word and

allowing His instruction to guide our steps.
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An unknown writer said, “This Book [the Bible] is the mind of God, the state of man, the way
of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its
precepts are binding; its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be
wise, believe it to be safe, practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support
you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler’'s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass,

the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s character.”
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Il. Learn from our Lord Jesus, the Living Word
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Now, let us explore the profound opportunity to learn from Jesus, the Living Word made flesh.
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In Matthew 11:28~30, Jesus invites us, saying, "Come to me, all you who are weary and

burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”
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Jesus, the living Word (John 1:1), provided profound teachings during His earthly ministry. He
encouraged His disciples to abide in His teachings, promising that by doing so, they would
know the truth, and the truth would set them free (John 8:31~32).
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In Luke 5:1~11, we witness how Jesus instructed Peter and his companions to cast their nets
for a catch. Despite their initial doubts, they obeyed Jesus' words and experienced an
abundant catch. This story illustrates the transformative power of learning from Jesus, as
He leads us to places of extraordinary blessing.
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In Luke 10:38~42, we find the account of Mary and Martha. While Martha was preoccupied

with serving, Mary chose to sit at Jesus' feet, eagerly listening and learning from Him. Jesus
commended Mary's decision, emphasizing the importance of prioritizing spiritual instruction

over worldly concerns.
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In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5~7), Jesus taught on various aspects of Kingdom
living, including humility, forgiveness, and love for enemies. By learning from His teachings, we
discover the path to a blessed life, rooted in righteousness and devotion to God. Moreover,
learning from Christ's teachings enables us to align our lives with His divine will and to keep in

step with His example.
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ILLUSTRATION: Elizabeth Elliot tells of two adventurers who stopped by to see her, all loaded

with equipment for the rainforest east of the Andes. They sought no advice, just a few phrases

to converse with the Indians. She writes: "Sometimes we come to God as the two adventurers
came to me -- confident and, we think, well-informed and well equipped. But has it occurred

to us that with all our accumulation of stuff, something is missing?”
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She suggests that we often ask God for too little. We know what we need--a yes or no answer,
please, to a simple question. Or perhaps a road sign. Something quick and easy to point the
way. What we really ought to have is the Guide himself. Maps, road signs, a few useful
phrases are things, but infinitely better is someone who has been there before and knows the

way.
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Jesus knows the way for is the on/y Way. Trust in Him. Listen to Him. Follow Him.
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lll. Learn through the Holy Spirit
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Lastly, we consider the role of the Holy Spirit as our Divine Teacher.
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In John 14:26, Jesus assures His disciples, "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that /

have said to you."
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As we strive to be instructed by God and follow His precepts, the Holy Spirit comes alongside
us as a Helper and Teacher (John 14:26). Through the Spirit's guidance, we receive deeper

insights into God's Word and experience His transformative power in our lives.
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ILLUSTRATION: On the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1~4), the Holy Spirit descended upon the

disciples, empowering them to boldly proclaim the Gospel in various languages. This event

highlights the Spirit's role in equipping believers to be effective witnesses of God's truth and

love.
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In Acts 16:6~10, the apostle Paul received guidance from the Holy Spirit, directing his

missionary journeys. The Holy Spirit is our faithful guide, providing wisdom, revelation, and

understanding as we navigate the complexities of life.

7o, EEOHE 16 F6~10ETIE, BENEENNVAZEE, EHOKICHD LD ICEERL
Fl7, BRELALHGZERICBEVTINT, bW ALEORHEICERT 5 & &0, FReE
BEAMEEEZATLIZEVET,

Likewise, the Holy Spirit brings conviction and urges us to live a holy life. Oftentimes when
some evil thought is suggested to me by the enemy, another thought comes, “/ cannot
entertain that thought for a moment. If | do, the Holy Spirit, who sees it, will be deeply grieved,

and | cannot bear to grieve this ever-present, faithful Friend.”
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The same Holy Spirit Aelps us in our weakness. He helps us to pray.

RREFE/. Wb DHF I TLIZEVET, £ LTERR, Wb DRY Z2BiF T{E
WE I,

Romans 8:26~27 - % In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know

what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless
groans. ?” And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit

intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.
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And He may work with our conscience to help guide us. But it's important to understand that
the Spirit is NOT giving new revelation today. Rather, He speaks to us through the written
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Word of God, which is the “sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17). The Spirit will often bring
specific Scriptures to mind at times when we need them most (John 14:26); He enlightens us

to understand the Word and empowers us to live it.
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Conclusion/Application

Dear friends, being instructed by God, following His precepts, and learning from Him are
essential for our spiritual growth and maturity. Through the authority of God's Word, we find
wisdom, guidance, and strength. As we follow Jesus, the Living Word, we discover rest for our
weary souls. And with the Holy Spirit as our divine Teacher, we are equipped to fulfill God's

purpose for our lives.
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Let us commit ourselves to a lifelong journey of learning from God. May we meditate on His
Word day and night, seek His guidance through prayer, and surrender to the leading of the
Holy Spirit. Remember, as we allow ourselves to be instructed by God, we become vessels of

His love and instruments of His kingdom on earth.
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