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Title: “The Power and Blessings of Christian Fellowship” [7 V) AT % > DAZH Y D F) & itE ]

Introduction

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, today we would like to explore the significance and benefits of
Christian fellowship. We are called to be a community of believers, united by our faith in Jesus Christ. In a
world often divided by differences and conflicts, our fellowship stands as a beacon of hope, love, and
unity. In a world that often leaves us feeling isolated and disconnected, the importance of genuine
Christian fellowship cannot be overstated. Let us turn to the Word of God and discover the profound
significance of Christian fellowship in our lives.
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(N The biblical foundation of Christian fellowship
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In Genesis 1:26, we read that God created mankind in His image. This means we are relational beings,
designed to experience communion with both God and one another. The early Christian community in Acts
2, beautifully exemplified this fellowship.
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Acts 2:42 - They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer.
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The late Canadian theologian, J.I. Packer, commented on this passage.
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J.I. Packer: “The Greek word for fellowship comes from a root meaning common or shared. So fellowship
means common participation in something either by giving what you have to the other person or receiving
what he or she has. Give and take is the essence of fellowship, and give and take must be the way of
fellowship in the common life of the body of Christ.




JIL 2Ny — 1 XV UYiETRDY/Txa—vy X, @0, HHDO, L) BEROER
ODRTWET, 2F0, KoV &L, BOBNFSTWLbOEHEFICEX720 ., lHERFE-> T

D2bDEZITWMATETLHI LT, AINIIAEL TSMT L2 La2BRLES, 7 -7 8-

TAV (5252 EZTMDZ L) ZRODYVOKETHY, ¥7 TN TA271FFJ X b

DARDOILFETEICRB T 55800 DFETHHXE T,

Christian fellowship is two-dimensional, and it has to be vertical before it can be horizontal. We must
know the reality of fellowship with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ before we can know the reality
of fellowship with each other in our common relationship to God (1 John 1:3). The person who is not in
fellowship with the Father and the Son is no Christian at all, and so cannot share with Christians the
realities of their fellowship.”
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God's intention is for us to live in harmony, supporting and encouraging one another. The early church
understood the importance of fellowship and devoted themselves to it alongside the study of God's Word
and prayer.
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1. The benefits of Christian fellowship
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A. Spiritual growth - Christian fellowship nurtures our spiritual growth as we engage in shared worship,
study, and prayer. Through the support and wisdom of fellow believers, we can deepen our
understanding of God's Word and grow in our faith journey. In fact, it’s a very good indicator of a
changed life.
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ILLUSTRATION: The story is told of a young girl who accepted Christ as her Savior and applied for
membership in a local church. “Were you a sinner before you received the Lord Jesus into your life?”
inquired an old deacon. “Yes, sir,” she replied.
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“Well, are you still a sinner?”
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“To tell you the truth, | feel I’'m a greater sinner than ever.”
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“Then what real change have you experienced?”
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“I don’t quite know how to explain it,” she said, “except | used to be a sinner running after sin, but now that

I am saved. I’m a sinner running from sin!” she was received into the fellowship of the church, and she
proved by her consistent life that she was truly converted.
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B. Mutual encouragement - In times of trials and challenges, Christian fellowship provides a support
system. We find comfort and strength through the shared experiences, prayers, and encouragement of our
brothers and sisters in Christ.
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ILLUSTRATION: The story of Moses and Aaron as recorded in Exodus 17:8~13 is a very good example of
mutual aid. It reminds us that even leaders need support and encouragement from others. When Moses
grew weary, Aaron and Hur stood beside him, holding up his arms, resulting in victory.
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Exodus 17:8~13 - 8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim.? Moses said to

Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow | will stand on top of the
hill with the staff of God in my hands.” 1° So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and
Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. 1* As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were
winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 12 When Moses’ hands grew
tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on
one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. 3So Joshua overcame the
Amalekite army with the sword.
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Galatians 6:2 teaches us, "Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ."

HITTXASDFH6 & 2 Hild, THEVOHEMEZANVEY, £OXIICLTHFY X hOfEze e
I LREN, | EHXTVET,

In our fellowship, we discover a safe space where we can share our joys, sorrows, and struggles. By
supporting one another, we imitate Christ's love and compassion. We find comfort in knowing that we are
not alone in our trials and that we have a family of believers to walk alongside us.
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C. Accountability - Christian fellowship keeps us accountable in our walk with God. Through trusted
relationships, we can openly share our struggles, confess our sins, and find accountability partners who
will help us stay on the right path.
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Hebrews 10:24~25 - And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another.
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This verse reminds us that fellowship strengthens our faith, encourages acts of love, and provides a source
of encouragement. These can happen when there’s true accountability.
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Research shows that individuals who regularly participate in Christian fellowship are more likely to
maintain healthy spiritual habits and resist temptations that lead to destructive behaviors. Through
Christian fellowship, we find strength, motivation, and inspiration to grow in our faith and live out our
calling.
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The apostle Paul beautifully portrays the Church as the body of Christ in 1 Corinthians 12:12~27. Just as the
various parts of a body function together, each member of the Church plays a vital role in building and
strengthening the body of Christ. We all have unique gifts and talents to offer, and through fellowship, we
can collaborate, encourage, and uplift one another for the glory of God.
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1l. Christian fellowship as a witness to the world
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John 13:35 - By this everyone will know that you are my disciples if you love one another.
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Our unity and love within the body of Christ bear witness to the transforming power of the Gospel.
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ILLUSTRATION: The early Christians in Rome, amidst persecution and trials, demonstrated a love and care
for one another that astounded the pagans. This love drew others to Christ, leading to the spread of the
Gospel.
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Here’s the power of togetherness: When believers come together in unity, with shared purpose and
mission, they become a powerful force for change in the world. Through collective efforts, Christians can
impact their communities, bringing healing, restoration, and hope.
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But these doesn’t happen automatically. We all need to keep in step with our Lord Jesus Christ.
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ILLUSTRATION: In his book, The Pursuit of God, author A.W. Tozer wrote the following:
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“Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically tuned to
each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which
each one must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers [meeting] together, each one looking away to
Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they could possibly be, were they to become ‘unity’ conscious
and turn their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship.”
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Conclusion/Application

Christian fellowship is not just a mere gathering; it is a divine gift designed to uplift, encourage, and
empower us as believers. As we participate in genuine Christian fellowship, we experience spiritual
growth, find mutual encouragement, and become powerful witnesses to the world. Let us cherish and
actively engage in Christian fellowship, remembering the words often quoted during weddings but
nonetheless applicable to the Christian life.
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Ecclesiastes 4:9~10 - Two are better than one... for if one falls down, his friend can help him up.
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| would like to end this message with a pledge or promise. Actually, | would like you to make this
confession and promise before God to make Minoh International Church or simply, this local body of Christ
your true spiritual home. Say this if you truly love this church.
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PLEDGE: “This is my church. It is composed of people just like me. It will be friendly if | am. It will do a great
work if | work. It will make generous gifts to many causes if | am generous. It will bring others into its
fellowship if I bring them. Its seats will be filled if I fill them. It will be a church of loyalty and love, of faith
and service. If | who make it what it is, am filled with these, Therefore, with God’s help, | dedicate myself
to the task of being all these things | want my church to be.”
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May we truly embrace the blessings and transformative power that come from being part of this vibrant
Christian community. Amen.
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