MIC Worship Service — 2023.07.23
Title: “The Great Commission: Our Call to Evangelize” [ K& : Fhiz b DAniBE~D i ]
Text: Matthew 28:19~20, NIV~ % A D% E 28 & 19-20 Hi

Introduction

Good morning, brothers and sisters in Christ! Today we gather to explore a key aspect of our faith -
Evangelism. As Christians, we have an obligation to share the life-changing message of Jesus Christ with
others. This mandate is rooted in the Great Commission, where Jesus commands us to go and make
disciples of all nations. Today we will delve into the importance of evangelism, examine relevant Bible
verses, share practical tips, and draw inspiration from stories that will encourage and equip us to fulfill our
role as ambassadors of the gospel.
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. Understanding the Great Commission

I. REBmTZEBET D

Let's begin by examining the Great Commission found in Matthew 28:19~20. Jesus said, "Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you."
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A. The reach of the commission
Jesus' words leave no room for doubt - His command applies to all nations and includes people of all
backgrounds, cultures and ethnicities. The gospel is for everyone!
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B. Make disciples
We are called not only to convert individuals, but to make disciples. This includes nurturing, teaching and
leading them to a deeper relationship with Christ. Our duty is to invest in the spiritual growth of others.
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1. The urgency of evangelism

II. mEOREM

To understand the meaning of evangelism, we must recognize the urgent spiritual condition of those who
have not yet met Christ.
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A. The lost state of mankind
Romans 3:23 reminds us that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory [excellence] of God."
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Without Christ, people remain separated from God and face eternal consequences in hell. Every person
who has ever born, or ever will be, has a problem with sin. But the good news is that God has provided an
answer to our dilemma.
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Our call to evangelism stems from our love for the lost and our desire to see them reconciled to their
Creator.
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B. The power of the Gospel
Romans 1:16 declares, "I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes."
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Sometimes telling a story has as much effect on the teller as it does the listeners.
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ILLUSTRATION: Martin Buber, the Jewish philosopher, recalls: "My grandfather was lame. Once they asked
him to tell a story about his teacher, and he related how his master used to hop and dance while he prayed.
My grandfather rose as he spoke and was so swept away by his story that he himself began to hop and
dance to show how the master had done. From that hour he was cured of his lameness."
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When we tell the story of our Master, we too experience His power. Moreover, the gospel message has
the power to transform lives, offering hope, forgiveness and eternal life. Sharing this good news is an act of
compassion and a manifestation of God's love for humanity.
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IR Practical tips for effective evangelism
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A. Prayer. Begin by seeking God's guidance, praying for open hearts, opportunities, and courage to share
the gospel.
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B. Building relationships. Cultivate real relationships with non-believers. Listen, empathize and show love
with practical acts of kindness.

B. PAMREESL, RETRWAX LEDOBRZESEL X5, HAHr, kL, Uit a g%
ALET,

C. Sharing a personal testimony. Your personal story of faith and transformation is a powerful tool.
Authenticity and vulnerability can resonate with others and lead them to reflect on their own spiritual
journey.
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ILLUSTRATION: My first experience of sharing the gospel. | was 14 years old when | first heard the good
news of salvation from my brother. The following summer, | participated in the Vacation Bible School (VBS)
sponsored by a local church. That’s when my understanding about my own lostness and the need for a
Savior was further strengthened. When | believed and received the Lord Jesus Christ into my life, the very
first people | sought was my childhood friend, Roland Peregrin. | realized that both of us were beginning to
think about spiritual things. With very limited understanding of the Bible, yet with a strong conviction that |
would like my friend to go to heaven with me, | shared with him my own spiritual journey and encounter
with the Lord Jesus. Thankfully, he also professed faith in Him and got saved. We got separated for many
years because | went to the big city to study in seminary. Later, | found out that he also committed his life
to fulltime ministry and he has been pastoring a growing church in my home province....
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D. Study the Word. Equip yourself with a solid understanding of the Bible because it is the foundation of
our faith. Be ready to answer questions and resolve doubts.
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1 Peter 3:15 - But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
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E. Sensitivity and respect. Approach evangelism with sensitivity, respecting the background, culture and
beliefs of the individual. Engage in meaningful conversations and try to understand their perspectives.
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Acts 17:16~23 - 6 While Paul was waiting for them [Silas and Timothy] in Athens, he was greatly distressed
to see that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing
Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this babbler
trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They said this because Paul
was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. ® Then they took him and brought him to
a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are
presenting? 2° You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they
mean.”?! (All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking
about and listening to the latest ideas.)

22 paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! | see that in every way
you are very religious. 23 For as | walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, | even
found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you
worship—and this is what | am going to proclaim to you.
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F. Invite and include. Invite people to church events, small groups, or Bible studies. Encourage them to
experience the community of believers and bear witness to Christ's love for themselves. Make them thirsty
for Him.

F. fiE AN, L T2 8, HEDARY NN TN—T BEREESLEICALEZRESEL
X9, BHEEDI =T 4 ZBLT, FURAMOEEZERBRLTLLILFEFLELELE Y, £
LT, FUVARADOBEEZFHF->THLHHIDTT,

ILLUSTRATION: The young salesman was disappointed about losing a big sale, and as he talked with his
sales manager he lamented, "I guess it just proves you can lead a horse to water but you can't make him
drink." The manager replied, "Son, take my advice: your job is not to make him drink. Your job is to make
him thirsty."
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So it is with evangelism. Our lives should be so filled with Christ that they create a thirst for the Gospel.
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Conclusion/Application

Brothers and sisters, our duty to evangelize is not an optional extra to our faith; it is central to our vocation
as disciples of Christ. The Great Commission compels us to share the life-changing message of Jesus with a
world in desperate need of salvation. Through prayer, relationship building, personal witness, and
devotion to God's Word, we can make a significant impact on those around us. Let us accept this divine
commission with passion, conviction and unwavering faith that God can use us to bring others into His
eternal Kingdom. May we faithfully fulfill the mission entrusted to us and fulfill the mandate of the Great
Commission.
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Remember how Jesus promised in Matthew 28:20, "Behold, | am with you always, even to the end of the
world." Let us rely on His strength and proclaim the good news of salvation to the ends of the earth.
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Amen.
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