MIC Worship Service — 2023.07.30
Title: “The Joy of Serving Others: A Call to Selflessness”
T2 BB JEFA~D L]

Introduction

ILLUSTRATION: Franklin Roosevelt's closest adviser during much of his presidency was a man named Harry
Hopkins. During World War Il, when his influence with Roosevelt was at its peak, Hopkins held no official
Cabinet position. Moreover, Hopkins's closeness to Roosevelt caused many to regard him as a shadowy,
sinister figure. As a result he was a major political liability to the President. A political foe once asked
Roosevelt, "Why do you keep Hopkins so close to you? You surely realize that people distrust him and
resent his influence." Roosevelt replied, "Someday you may well be sitting here where | am now as
President of the United States. And when you are, you'll be looking at that door over there and knowing
that practically everybody who walks through it wants something out of you. You'll learn what a lonely job
this is, and you'll discover the need for somebody like Harry Hopkins, who asks for nothing except to serve
you." Winston Churchill rated Hopkins as one of the half-dozen most powerful men in the world in the
early 1940s. And the sole source of Hopkins's power was his willingness to serve. isouscs. piscieship souna, isue 39 158, p. 53
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Today, we will explore the beauty and significance of serving others. In a world consumed by self-
centeredness, we are called to be the light that shines through acts of kindness and selfless love. Our faith
teaches us the value of serving others. Let’s delve into this essential aspect of Christian living.
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l. The Call to Serve

I. Z2H0FMm

A.T. Pierson (a pastor & missionary from over a century ago) defined Christian service in this way: “Service
is, comprehensively speaking, doing the will of God. He is the object. All is for Him, for His sake, as unto the
Lord, not as unto man. Hence, even the humblest act of humblest disciple acquires a certain divine quality
by its being done with reference to Him.
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The supreme test of service is this: 'For whom am I doing this?' Much that we call service to Christ is not
such at all....If we are doing this for Christ, we shall not care for human reward or even recognition. Our
work must again be tested by three propositions: Is it work from God, as given us to do from Him; for God,
as finding in Him its secret of power; and with God, as only a part of His work in which we engage as co-
workers with Him."

BT 58I, FTEZTCLEVRERDIT : [—FKEOEZDHIZINZLTWBHION?] LW
FYZETHDIN, AR F IV A RADOFEMLELEESLEODE LR, o7 ZFD L5 L D TR
20, b LF Y R ROEDIZLTWDOTHIUR, FATZ BIT AR 72 8H<CRHl 2 52 LTk
e, FAEbotFIL, 203 OOMBEIC Lo THZALNRITIER LRV EDTHS : £
X, b EXONEAERZON, MOTEDIZTHLEFRON, D5 LIZENEITY NER
ML, fELEHIITIEDHBEO—EHE L TOHAERZRDD), |

1 Peter 4:10 reminds us, "Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms."
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God has uniquely gifted each one of us to be a blessing to those around us. Through our service, we
become instruments of God's grace in a hurting world.
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ILLUSTRATION: In a small village, there lived a humble baker named Samuel. Every day, he would bake
fresh bread and distribute it to the hungry and needy. He didn't do it for recognition or praise but out of
love for his community. The aroma of freshly baked bread became a symbol of hope and comfort for many.
Samuel's selfless service touched hearts, and his acts of kindness influenced others to join him in serving
the community.

HOHNERFIT, VLTI EWNWIZDEHBERNUBNEATWE Lz, HITEHBEEZTO/RY
EREX . BLZTZALWVWAXICEY £ Lz, BITFHMIESND72HTH, BEEINDHZDTH 2L,
M S ~DOFBEN L ZNEITWE Lz, BEX T2 TONRVDOFEVIZ, B DAXITE > THE LR
DOGE LD F LTz, VYA VOBMELDOZEMAIIANA DLEEN L, HOBEI72IT4ITMD N~
ICHEE 52T, A2 TSIz 2 X917 £ L7,

1. The Power of Prayer in Serving
II. #LZBITBHTVDH
As we commit ourselves to serve others, prayer becomes an indispensable tool. Service and prayer go

together. As the reformation leader, Martin Luther, said: “Pray as if everything depends on God, then work
as if everything depends on you.” The Apostle Paul
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Romans 1:9~11 - ° God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how
constantly | remember you 1°in my prayers at all times; and | pray that now at last by God’s will the way
may be opened for me to come to you. 11| long to see you so that | may impart to you some spiritual
gift to make you strong—
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Romans 15:30~31 - 39/ urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the

Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. 3! Pray that | may be kept safe from the
unbelievers in Judea and that the contribution | take to Jerusalem may be favorably received by the Lord’s
people there,
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Colossians 1:9~10 - ? For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives, 1°so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
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In one of the most profound acts of service, Jesus demonstrated the power of humility. He washed His
disciples' feet, a task usually reserved for servants (John 13:1-17). Jesus exemplified that true leadership is
found in serving others.
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1. The Joy of Serving

III. #FT5EW

Acts 20:35 states, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." When we serve others, we not only meet
their needs but also experience an unparalleled joy in our hearts. What a blessing!
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ILLUSTRATION: In a remote village, a group of missionaries brought food and medical aid to the
impoverished. Despite their challenging circumstances, the villagers greeted them with joy and hospitality.
They had learned that true joy comes not from receiving but from giving. Their selfless acts of service
toward one another had created a sense of community and fulfillment that material possessions could not
replicate.
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Nenita Kawabata is a Filipino Christian living in Kyoto who is now in her 70s. She is a cancer survivor, who
had undergone surgeries several times. She is wearing a colostomy bag at all times. Yet, she has
unparalleled joy in serving others. She is known for her hospitality. She has hosted guests such as students,
migrant workers employed by Japanese companies, fellow believers and many others. At church events,
she’s among the first to volunteer to cook or do work in the kitchen.
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Conclusion/Application

Dear friends, as followers of Christ, we are called to be a people who serve others with love, compassion,
and humility. Through prayer, we seek God's guidance and strength, empowering us to be selfless
instruments of His grace. Let us remember the transformative power of serving, not only in the lives of
others but also in our own hearts. As we give of ourselves, we find immeasurable joy in fulfilling God's
purpose for our lives. May we be known for our love and service, shining the light of Christ in a world that
desperately needs it. Amen.
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